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CONFIDENTIAL
FOREWORD

The month of May saw a coutimuation of hostile action on all fronts,
The Vietnamese Navy assisted by their U, S, Navy advisors contimued to
demonstrate a willingness and abdlity to meet and defeat the eneny,

U, S, Navy forces engaged in a large variety of actions which included
river ambushes, gunfire support, amphibious landings and salvage opera-
tions, Acts of valor by Navymen were numerous, One example occurred
on 12 May when the hamlet of Glang Long, located about 3 miles northwest
of Phu Vinh, was attacked and overrun by the Viet Cong, Storekeeper Third
Class Dunald H, ZILIGITT, USN, a SEAL, led the Tra Vinh Provincial Recon-
naissance Unit {PRU) and two companies of Regional Force troops to counter-
attack and drive the enemy from the hamlet, The units came under heavy
fire and were pinned dcwn in a rice paddy, Heroically exposing himself,
Petty Officer ZILIGITT led his unit in an attack which forced the enemy
to withdraw, Still leading his unit, and under intense fire, ZILLGITT
continuzd to advance until he was mortally wounded, however, the PRU's
ccntinmued te press forward, gained their objective and routed the enemy,

Petty Officer ZILIGITT's heroic actions prevented the PBR's from being
overrun during their initial engagement and enabled them to gain the ine
itiative and drive the Viet Cong from their prepared positions,

FERIE
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Date

1 May

CONFIDENTIAL

CHRONOILGY

Event

USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH8) requested PCF 15, PCF 80 and
USCGC POINT LOMAS to proceed to the scene of a heli-
copter crash at sea approximately 22 miles northwest
of Tan My. Four surviviors were rescued, A fifth
man was listed as missing when the search ended at
0105. p. b

Commander Task Force CLEARWATER received five addi-
tional PBR's, bringing their strength up to 15, p. 29

Three ATC!s were damaged and three RAD 112 sailors
wounded by enemy artillery fire directed on Naval
Support Activity Cua Viet, p, 70

RAG's 21/33 and 23/31 participated in Operation TRUCNG
CONG DINH 7/SD/1L on the Cho Gao Canal, 10 miles north-
east of My Tho, During the 2~day operation there were
194 Viet Cong killed, 3 Viet Cong and 6L weapons cap-
tured, p, 139-140

RAG 25 craft were ambushed on the Mang Thit/Nichol.i
Canal; 10 miles east of Can Tho, B-lU0 and recoilless
rifle rounds struck a monitor, a commandament and an
ICM; killing 2 VNN sailors and wounding 10 others,
including 2 USN advisors and an ARVN soldier, p, 139

PCF 55 poured 600 rounds of ,50 caliber fire inte an
enemy position in the afternoon in response to a re=
quest by the 5/46th Infantry Battalion, Americal Divi-
sion, It was later determined that tre PCF's gunners
had killed seven Viet Cong and flushea out a hardcore
Viet Cong who was captured by the Ameri:al troops,

P

Ilements of the MRF landed Vietnamese Marines and the
L/L7th Battalion in Qiong Trom District for Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH, During the 2-day operation light
enery contact was made with only one Viet Cong killed,
38 suspects detained and 32 bunkers/structures des-
troyed or damaged, p, 53-54

v COMFIDENTIAL
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Event

Coastal Group 35 units, three RF ~ompanies and eight
PF platoons, participating in Operation TRUONG CONG

DINH VB/30, killed 5 Viet Cong, uncovered a sizeable
ammunition cache and destroyed 30 huts in Vinh Binh

Province, p, 126

Admiral HYLAND visited Mobile Riverine Base, p, Ti

RAG 25 craft debarked an ambush team which netted 5

Vlatlﬁong killed, 1 Viet Cong and 3 weapons captured,
P 0

RAG 22 river craft transported an ARVN reconnaissance
company along the Vam Co Dong River, 13 mles south-
west of Saigon, for a cordon and search operaticn,
The operation netted 1. Viel Cong killed, 7 B=LO roce
kets and a launcher captured, p, 134

PCF 78 answered an urgent gunfire support request
from the First Marine Division, The PCF hurled 15
rounds of 8lemm mortars into enery mortar and small
arms positions 19 miles north of Danang, A wwoep of
the area the next day confirmed 2 mortar peositionz
destroyed and 2 Viet Cong killed, p, U=t

Task Force "A", composed of the 1st, Sth, and 6th
Infantry battalions and Batteries “A" and "Bv, VNMC
artillery battalion, received coordinated ground and
mortar attacks, east of the Salgon Riverj at the Biern
Loi Bridge in northeast Saigon; and at the Xa Lo Bridge
(Route 1A) on the eastern part of the city, Sweeps
conducted of these areas resulted in 58 Viet Cong killed,
L captured ard one suspect detained, The marines re-
mained in their positions killing 11 mers Viet Cong and
captured 3 the next day, p, 1L6-147

Coastal Group 35 supported a PRU coaparny during Operae
tion TRUONG CONG DiNH VB/27, ncrth of Phu Vinh, Ons
PRU was killed as were four Viet Luag. p, 126

RAG 26/32 units provided transport, blocking and gun-
fire support for three RF/PF companies during an operas
ticn in Kien Phong Province; 13 miles northwest of Sa

Dec City, which resulted in 25 Viet Ccng killed and eight
captured with individual weapons, g, 1l

vi




SEep LS oA

N £
St T,

k-
ke
X

2, _'L{f-‘fzﬁ;«f“-/ 0 N“'w:".,:

v
AN

AR SN
%
3
-
{
i

Date

5 May

CONFIDENTIAL

Event

PBR 130 while investigating reported enemy recoil-
less rifle positions on the upper Bassac River; was
hit by recoilless rifle and automatic weapons fire,
resulting in two Revelutionary Develcpment (RD) cadre
and two TSN killed, three USN wounded and 80 percent
of the toat demolished, p. Li-iLlk,

Coastal Groups 1Z and 13 ambush teams engaged ths
enemy, resulting in one Viet Cong captured and one
wounded by Coastal Group 12; three miles southeast
of their base at the mouth of the Perfume River; and
one Viet Cong <illed by Coastal Group 13 sailors,
two miles west of the CG 13 base at Cau Hai Bay,

p. 1182119

A RAG 26 river team supported an RF company 1u « Land
sweep along the Upper Bassac River, north of Chau Doc
City, which netted 20 Viet Cong killed and 7 captured,
in addition to a small weapons cache, p, 14l

Coastal Group 35 surprised an enemy piatoon on the Co
Chien River, killing twe Viet Corg and capturing signi-
ficant amounts of weapons and tdlocuments, p, 126-127

A RAG 26/32 LCM was attacked and 80 percent of the
beet was desfrsycd west of Cha. Doc, Five V.N ssilors
wers wounded, p, 141

LSSL 226 sustainea minor damage and five VNN sailors
were wounded while transitinyg ‘he Co Chien Miver; six

miles east of Vinh Long, The ship returned the enemy
fire, p, 116

PCF LO destroyed four strucvures, heavily damaged two
tunkers and claimed a probable kill of two Viet Corg
seen running from a twxei south of Vung Tau, The
"Swift" boat was oper.ting in response to a naval gune
fire support reaquest, p, 13
USCC MINNETONKA unlecashed 40O rounic of 5% gunfire on
enemy positions 27 miles nerth of Ca Mau Peninsula,
During t he shelling one sec~ndary explosion and fire
were observed, Later intel: gence revealed the cut-

tér's guns had killed three and wounded 15 Viet Cong,
p. 16
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Event

A sweep by Task Force A resulted in 17 Viet Cong
killed and 4 captured, p, 1L8

Repaated mortar attacks emanated from Kien Hoa
Province; one mortar round narrowly missed the
USS BENEWAH (APB35), p, 5k

Coastal Group 12 uanits swept the northern tip of
Phu Vang sub-gector netting 20 suspects, including
20 persons without proper identification papers
and 20 draft dodgers and deserters, p, 119

USCGC MINNETONKA's gunfire, directed in the same
area as the previous evening, killed four Viet Cong
and wounded seven (probable), p. 16

Three monitors, two ASPB's and an ATC flamethrower
were hit in two separate ambushes; with a total of
24 U, S, Navymen wounded, p. 56«57

Two Coastal Group 23 junks teamed wp with two RF
companies in Song Cau sub-sector in a search opera-
tion which resulted in two Viet Cong killed and four
captured, p, 123

Coastal Group 23 units, in response to intelligence
reports, swept a village in northern Qui Nhon Pene
insula, A brief firefight resulted in the capture
of three Viet Cong, p, 123

Sweep operations by MRF elements in the Ba Lai area
resulted in heavy enemy contact, During -he L-day
operation there were 18 Viet Cong killed, LO bwi.ers
destroyed, 30 suspects detained and many weapons
captured, p, 59

USS JENNINCS COUNTY killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded
3 others vhile bombarding Viet Cong positions along
the Co Chien River, north of Phu Vinh, p, 27

Coastal Group 25 units and three RF platoons detained
seven Viet Cong suspects in Van Ninh Peninsula, p, 123

The merchant ship HYRI& (ame under attack 12 miles

southeast of Saigon on the Long Tau River, Enemy fire
returned but no contact, p, 138

viii
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% Date Event

9 May - A RAG 2L commandament was hit by two B-li0 rockets,
killing two VNN sailors and wounding two others,
while transiting the Dol Canal neaxr southern Saigon,
P. 13k

10 - RAG 2l units killed eight Viet Cong and captured two
weapons during a cordon and search operation in Gia
Dinh Province, near Thu Doc, p, 134

- PBR's 72 and 75, assigned to provide a security force
for the grounded 17,000-ton merchant ship, STEEL RE-
CORDER, demonstrated versatility by changing from
river surveillance %o salvage in clearing the grounded
ship, p, 31

- Two Coastal Group 13 junks while firing cn suspected
Viet Cong junks were taken under fire by a 2nd Batta-
lion, 9th Marines! helicopter, The mishap, resulted
in one VNN sailor killed and three wounded, p, 119

- LSSL 229 suffered seven wounded when ambushed on the
My Tho River, 5 miles north of Vinh lLong, The ship's
pilot house was hit and after steering was employed,
Pe 116

11 - Four Coastal Uroup 12 junks were credited with five
Viet Cong killed during a blocking and NGFS operation
for a USMC and PF sweep of Phu Vang subesector, p, 119

- RAG 25/29 detachment on the Canh Hoa River, 8 miles
southeast of Ca Mau, accounted for S0 Viet Cong killed
while providing gunfire support for ARVM units ashore,
p. 1k2

12 - Three U, S, Navymen were wounded, one seriously injured,
following an enemy automatic weapons attack on PCFis 98
and 102 on routine patrol nsar the mouth of the Bo De
River, p. 15

A SEAL, SK3 Donal H, ZILLGITT, USN, led PRU's in suc-
cessful counter-attack on entrenched Viet Cong posi-
tions, recapturing a village; killing 17 Viet Cong and
capturing several weapons, p, 38-39

N e N Sy, TN, 3 o fint g
$

- Coastal Group 35 craft participaved in a joint-opera=
tion on the south bank of the Co Chien River, resulting
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Date Bvent
12 May (Cont'd) %ﬁ?g;liggt 53 enemy killed and 5 Viet Cong taken'piisoner,
Navy “Seawolves" sank three enemy craft and killed .
¢ 17 Viet Cong in three separate actions in the Vinh
long-Ben Tre area, p, 3§

13

Coastal Group 14 sailors with the aid of other Ameri-
can and Vietnamese forcesfought ¢f{ a massive enemy
attack on the group base at Hoi An, At least 20 Viet

: Cong were killed; friendly forces sustained li VNN killed,
1 20 PF troops and numerous civilians wounded, p, 119120

NS
WA T e

Vietnamese marines, with the aid of U, S, Army gunships
and Vietnamese iir Force air strikes, renulsed an enemy
advance leaving 63 enemy dead on the buttlefield, p, 18

1h

4

ATC=112-2 sustained two RPG=7 rocket hitswhils anchored
on the Cue Viet River; li§ miles from uua Viet, p, 70=-T1

t

UVBli's end "Seswolves® supporting an RF security patrol
in Cho Loch sub-sector accounted for 11 Viet Cong killed
and 3 wounded, p, 35

- Coastal Group 35 killed seven Viet Cong who were engaged
in an attack on a friendly village 2s miles west of the
-« grovup base, p, 128

et
pit
ke
2L
3

7

SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth Platoon engaged an 82-
man Viet Cong force along the Cambodian border, With
"Seawolf" and U, S, Army airecover the Viet Cong were
driven back into Camtodia suffering 2 killed and 4O
wounded, p, 25«27

R PR GG S|

BMl James E, WILLIAMS, USN, received the Medal of Honor
from the President of the United States in ceremonies
held in Washington, D,C, p, 28-29

: - Coustal Group 22 personnel captured five Viet Cong in

: lower Qui Nhon Peninsula, A subsequent sweep of the

3 area 1ﬁcated 20 caves with multiple Viet Cong stores, <
Pe 12

Small unit patrols accounted for 19 Viet Cong killed
and one enemy officer captured, p, 148
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Date Event

15 May - The merchant ship TRANSGLOBE came under attack while
transiting the Iong Tau River, p, 138

KO Smrae sy & ray e g

RS

|- - Army elements of the MRF killed L7 ememy troops in a
b day-long battle, 3 miles southwest of Mo Cay, p. 62

I

16 - Coastal Group 36 sunk a Viet Cong junk near Dung Ise
land on the Bassac River, killing seven Viet Cong

and capturing amms and documents, v, 125

s

e

ST

16-21 - An infantry sweep, supported by Coastal Group 12 units
during Operation LAM SON 22k, uncovered 15 Viet Cong
bodies, while suffering one ARVN killed and 7 wounded

during the operation, p, 121-122

ST E—

17 - Coastal Group 1l vnits destroyed 53 burkers during
a sweep of an island in the De Vong River, p., 120

- U, S. Army forces, supported by RAG 30, destroyed more
than 100 bunkers and killed 20 Viet Cong southwest of

Saigon, p, 135

£

< - MRF units provided transportation, NGFS and blocking

g forces in support of a sweep operation which netited

L1 Viet Cong killed, 5 captured and 52 suspects
detained, p, 63

17-18 - RAG 26 boats landed and supported RF/PF companies in
a sweep operation which resulted in 16 confirmed and
9 probable Viet Cong killed; one Viet Cong, a suspect
one deserter, and several weapons were captured,

Po 1h3-1LL

i - VNMC 6th Battalion, conducting area searches, engaged
# an estimated enemy company kiliing 30 Viet Cong and
capturing assorted weapons and war materials, p, 1L6-

149

18 - In the final engagement of a tri-ssrvice, 2-day opera-
tion in Can Giouc, 17 Viet Cong were killed, The overe
all operation netted 126 Viet Cong killed, 180 bunkers
destroyed, S bunkers and 22 prisoners captured, p, 64

- Operation TRUONG CONG DINH SD/9/22, a joint effort

which included RAG 23/31, tallied 108 Viet Cong, one
Viet Cong and 3 suspects captured, p, 1h3«1lhh
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18 May -
18«19 -
19 -
19=20 -
20 -
21 -
22 -
23 -
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Event

Three MRF craft were damaged, 1l sailors and a soldier
wounded, in an ambush on the Lo Canal, p, 63-6kL

PBR!'s landed an Army patrol and provided gunfire supe
port when the patrol came under enemy fire, When the
patrol was backloaded, PBR's illuminated and shelled
the area killing 6 Viet Cong and destroyed a decoy
sampan, 4n Army patrol landing the next morning ace
counted for 9 Viet Cong killed, one sampan and several
weapons captured, p, 32

The ANCO QUEEN came under attack while transiting the
Long Tau River, . Relief wunits killed 12 Viet Cong and
captured a rocket launcher and 2 AK-50's, p, 138

U, S, Army forces, with RAG 3C in contimual support, cap=
tured 2 Viet Cong, destroyed 78 bunkers, and uncoverca
significant enemy arms caches, p, 136

Coastal Group 13 junks sunk one sampan west of the
coastal group base, p, 14

Responding to a call for immediate illumination, USCGC
POINT COMFORT, encountered heavy ,50 caliber enemy

fire, The ship directed L9 rounds of 8lemm fire inte
the source of the hostile fire; ir addition to providing
the requested illumination, An unconfirmed report ree
vealed that 15 Viét Cong were killed as a result of the
ship!s action, p, 10

RAG 30 supported U, S, Aray units operating south of
Saigon; two Viet Cong were killed, two sampans and 15
bunkerz destroyed, and four automatic weapons captured,
pPe 13

POINT ORIENT captured six North Vietnamese officers
(1 Captain, S Warrant Officers) during a spot-check
aboard a junk, p, 7=9

A Ccastal Group sweep with "Seawolf" support, accounted
for five Viet Cong killed; quantities of food and equip=
ment captured; three bunkers and other equipment destroyed,
Pe 129=130

A village, where Coastal Group 33 personnel were conducting
"psywar" operations, was overrun, p, 12l .
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Date

2ly May

25

26

26-27

27

29
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Event

Action involving Coastal Group 32/33 and RF/PF units
resulted in three Viet Cong killed and three captured;
three bunkers destroyed; and amounts of enemy equipe
ment and documents captured, p, 130

Coastal Group 24 and Tuy Hoa sub-gector police nabbed
19 draft age males during a sweep of Hon Chau Isle,
Ps 126

TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 7/20 yielded nine Viet Cong killed,
seven captured and three suspects detained, p, 1hh-145

Moderate enemy contact was encountered by task force
battalions resulted in 15 Viet Cong killed and 13 suspects
detained, p, 149

VMMC Task Force B engaged an urknown-sized enen; force,
resulting in 33 enemy killed, p, 152

nSeawolves" accounted for an estimated 16 Viet Cong
killed during an air strike against a reported Viet
Cong battalion in a treeline north of Sa Dec, p. 37

USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN killed. seven Viet Cong and wounded
one during a naval gunfire support mission, p. 17

The 1st and 2nd battalions engaged an estimated enemy
battalion; 32 Viet Cong killed, 5 enemy and numerous
weapors and equipment capturea, and 3 suspects detained,
p. 149

In 7 separate ambushes, 16 MRF craft were damaged, 2
sailors killed and 23 woundsd, p, 65-59

Coastal Group 12 units conducted Operation NGUYEN
PHOUC 2, resulting in 4 Viet Cong suspects, 8 deserters
and 11 people without proper papers detained, p, 122

Task Force units were credited with 3l enemy killed
while defending their Gia Dinh positions, p, 149

TRUONG CONG DINH/DT/LY, an effort by RAG 21/33 and 6

RF companies, accounted for 22 Viet Cong killed and
numerous weapons and documents captured, p, 1kS
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Event

The 2nd Battalion, encountering heavy enemy contact,
killed 28 Viet Cong and captured 5 near Cholon, p, 151

A RAG 30 Vedette was sunk by enemy B=4O rockets on
the Dong Ngai River, p, 137

A MRF 2-battalion strike operation resulted in 15 Viet
Cong killed, 1 captured, 81 bunkers destrcyed and 100
suspects detained, p, 69-70

Coastal Group 26 personnel and Cam Ranh Special Zone
police netted 7 junks and 33 suspects, p, 125

The 2nd Battalion uncovered 217 enemy graves and cap-
tured 17 enemy personnel and numerous weapons north
of Cholon, p, 151

Enemy recoilless rifle rounds slammed into the barrack
ship USS COLLETON (APB36), anchored near Ben Tre,
p. 10

Task force units engaged two enemy battalions in a
furious battle, killing 127 Viet Cong, capturing 6
Viet Cong, along with numerous weapons, p, 150

The total strength of U, S, Naval personnel under the
operational control of COMNAVFORV was 32,666, In addie
tion, U, S, Navy personnel assigned to III Marine Amphious
i‘grco was 3,865, wile U, S, Coast Guard strength was

1,
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

Generally excellent weather conditions brought junk and sampan
activity in the coastal waters and harbors to a high level during May,
Units of Operation MARKET TIME and Operation STABLE DOOR detected 147,950
craft this month, A total of 45,087 of these craft were inspected and
23,122 werse boarded by the coastal and harbor patrols, Some 131 junks
and sampanes and 949 suspicious persons were detained for investigation as
a result of the toardings,

In addition, efforts to fully employ the naval gunfire capabilities
of Task Forve 115 ships and craft comtinued to show results, During May
the total mumber of missions of all types fired by these units increased
to over 350 from the 242 missions carried out in April, DImprovements in
the nature and mmber of targets assigned, as well as increased utiliza-
tion of the naval units in exfiltration patrols during ground sweeps,
have resulted from the experience and hetter coordination with ground
forcesacquired over the past months,

OPERATION MARKET TIME

The weather conditions which favored the heavy fishing and coastal
traffic during May also permitted all MARKET TIME stations to be manned
through most of the month, Operation MARKET TIME units detected 106,493
junks and sampans, Of these, 39,247 wer: inspected and 21,521 were
boarded, An additional 1,368 steel-hulled craft were detected in MARKET
TIME patrol areas with S2l of them inspected and 93 boarded by patrol

1 CONFIDENTIAL
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——— A=PCF 55 = 1 May.
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units, The boardings and searches resulted in the detention of 12l junks
or sampans and 752 suspicious persons,

Along the coast MARKET TIME forces carried out 357 naval gunfire
missions for support of ground units, harassment and interdiction, sup-
pression of hostile fire, or against targets of opportunity observed
during patrols, Ground operations were supported by gunfire and/or
exfiltration patrols on 16 occasions during May, Action was initiated
by hostile fire LS times and there were 6 additional cases of evading
Junks or sampans being taken under fire, Most of the action was concenw
trated in the First and Fourth Coastal Zones, accounting for ovor 240 of
the total missions fired, Other than in the Fourth Coastel Zone many of
the missions were unobserved by spotters, However, the resuvlts which
were verified by spotters, ground sweeps, or intelligence include:

i3 Viet Cong killed (25 probable, 18 by body count)

25 Viet Cong wounded (23 probable)

33 Junke or sampans destroyed

82 Structures destroyed

16 Junks or sampans damaged, and 80 structures damaged

First Coastal Zone

With the weather steadily improving throughout the month patrols in
the First Coastal Zone were able to maintain maximum coverage of their
areas, A total of 51,017 junks and sampans were detected with 16,52" of
them inspected and another 10,392 craft boarded., Although many of
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more than 140 naval gunfire missions were conducted without a spotter
for harassment and interdiction, First Coastal Zone units also fired on
over 30 targets in response to calls from ground units and authorities
along the coast, In addition, they participated in eight ground opera-
tions and fired their guns in response to hostile fire on five occasions,
In response to a request fram USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH8) on the evening
of 1 May, PCF 15, PCF 80 and USCGC POINT LOMAS were sent to the scens of
a helicopter crash at sea about 22 miles northwest of Tan My, The MARKET
TIME waits arrived in the area by 2130, Four survivors were rescued after
having besn in the water since 2056, The search for the fifth man in the
aircraft contined until 0105 when noxmal patrol operations were resumed,
At about 1430 on the 2nd, PCF 55 received an urgent naval gunfire
support request from the 5/46 Infantry Battalion, Americal Division, A
reconnaissance swezp of an area 1 miles southeast of Chu Lai by A Company
of the 5/L6th was taken under snemy automatic weapons fire, The "Swift"
boat complied by firing 600 rounds of ,50 caliber fire into the enemy posie-
tion, As the ground operation continued it was determined that the PCF's
gunfire had killed seven Viet Cong and flushed out another captured by the
Army force, It was later reported that the prisoner was a hard core Viet
Cong and the "best intelligence source from this area to date,"
Another urgent request was received from the First Marine Division
late on the night of 5 May, In this acticn PCF 78 was called on to silence

enemy mortars and small arms firing at a Marine combinedaction company near
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a coastal village 19 miles rorth of Danang, The enemy fire was sup- !
¥

s SRe R R S e S

pressed with 16 rounds from the PCF's 8lemm mortasr, Two mortar positioms !

RN

were destroyed and two Viet Cong were killed according to repcrts from
a sweep of the area the next day,

After 2 days of rehearsals on 4 and 5 May PCF 18 and PCF 57 success=
fully landed a 26-man reconnaissance platoon from the 5/L6th Infantry at
a point 6 miles south of Danang between 0200 and 0245 on the Tth, Using
two UDT rafts for the final transit to the beach and engine noise and
supporting cover from PCF 57, PCF 18 quietly approached the shoreline to
land the troops in two waves,

At 1930 on 6 May PCF 19 closed the shore to investigate & report or
two junks closing the beach in response to light signals on the southera
shores of Cbon May Bay, Following warning shots at the two junks being
pulled up on the beach ths ¥Swifi¥ boat came under automatic weapons fire
from the treeline, PCF 19 fired illumination and .50 caliber fire into
the area destroying the two junks and later directed Marine artillery fire
into the area,

On the 16th, PCF 101 received a call for urgent naval gunfire support
from Vinh Joc subsector authorities, A large number of Viet Cong had been
ovserved leaving a position about 3 miles east of Vinh Loc and were believed
to be preparing for a mortar attack on the subsector location, From 2045
to 2130 PCF 101 fired her 8l-mm mortar on the suspected enemy positions

resulting in the destruction of four structures and unknown persomnel
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casualties, Later at 0415 on the 17th, PCF 16 conducted & harassment
and interdiction mission into the same general ares at the request of
the Vinh loc subsector, Two structuresand a large rice cache were des-
troyed and two Viet Cong were probably killed by 16 high explosive rounds
from the "Swift" boat's mortar,

At 0815 on the 17th, a shore party fror USS DIACHENKO (APD123) cone-
conducting beach survey operations, received automatic weapons fire at a
position 38 miles southeast of Danang, PCF Bl was directed to provide
covering fire and support extraction of shore party, The "Swift" boat
expended 1,000 rounds of ,50 caliber ammunition and was joined in firing
on the enemy position by units of Coastal Group 15, In addition a spotter
aircraft from Quang Ngai called in fighter bombers which bombed and strafed
the area, All personnel ashore were recovered with no injuries, On the
19th, USCGC POINT GAMMON provided cover for the DIACHENKO during beach
survey operations LO niles south of Quang Ngai,

At 0115 on the 2iith, PCF 78 observed muzzle flashes from enemy
artillery firing on Marine positions at Cua Viet, The enemy battery was
silenced within 15 mimutes by mortar fire from the MARKET TIME craft, The
next day between 2345 and 0025 at the request of the Third Marines PCF 13
and USCGC POINT GAMMON teamed up against an unknown number of North Viet«
namese troops dug into foxholes just north of Cua Viet, With the "Swift!
boat providing illumination fire and Marine spotting, POINT GAMMON satu-

rated the target area with high explosive and white phosphorous fire from
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*Swift® boat crewmen search a junk during a routine boarding in the Gulf
of Tonkin, The Vietnamese Navy petty officer (exuvreme left) acts as
interpreter and checks the cargo manifest, junk book and identification

papers of the persons on board,

her 8l-mm mortar,
Two incidents involving the inspection of fishing junks were

especially significant, During the inspection of a LS-foot junk come
taining six Vietnamese males at a point about 20 miles off the coast,
LS miles south of Quang Ngai on the 22nd, USCGC POINT ORIENT became
suspicious of the junks registiration papers and cargo, The papers

appeared almost brand new but were dated from four to six years old and
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did not contain any Vietnamese Navy stamps, The cargo consisted of large
amounts of rice and salt plus a small quantity of medicines, The suspects
were turned over to Vietnamese Navy officials whose interrogation revealed
that the alleged fishermen were actually a North Vietnamese Army captain
and five warrant officers, On the 28th, about 5 miles north of Cua Viet,
PCF 58 intercepted a small junk containing three males waving a white flag,
The men stated that they were North Vietnamese fishermen and wanted to
Chieu Hoi in order tc come to South Vietnam to avoid service in the North

Vietnamese Army, They were turned over to the nearest induction center,

Second Coastal Zone

Coastal traffic was light in the Second Coastsl Zone during May,
Junk and sampan detections totaled 36,781 with 16,163 inspections and
6,519 boardings, Support of ground operations by infiltration/exfiltrae
tion patrols or naval gunfire was provided on six occasions, Additional
requests for naval gunfire support and harassment and interdiction missions
by Second Coastal Zone units numbered more than 56, Hostile fire initiated
signdficant action by "Swift® boat patrols during the momth,

Two actions on the 6th and 9th were typical of the support provided
for ground operations along the coast, Sector authorities requested PCF 97
to seal off a Viet Cong escape route during a coordinated VNN and ARVN
sweep of an area § miies east of Phan Rang on the 6th, As the ground forces
moved through the operating area toward the sea PCF 97 fired 35 rounds from

her 8l-mm mortar into the most likely avenue of escape by the Viet Cong,

9 CONFIDENTIAL
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Target coverage was reported as outstanding by the ground units, A two
platoon sweep of a narrow peninsula 32 miles northeast of Nha Trang by
Popular Force t?oops on the 9th was supported by PCF Lli, After escorting
the civilian Junk carrying the Popular Force troops from an early morning
rendezvous in northern Hon Khoi Bay to the landing point, the "Swift®
boat proceeded to the seaward side of the peninsula where a blocking patrol
was maintained during the sweep,

While investigating a possible infiltration attempt about 10 miles
( southwest of Phan Thit on the evening of 17 May, PCF 96 came under eneny
% fire when 200 yards from the shoreline, The hostile fire was quickly
; suppressed by the "Swift" boat's gunners, Normal patrol of the area was
resumed after a check of the beach revealed no sign of an infiltration
attempt,

A 0200 attack on Phan Ru on the 20th brought a call for immediate
illumination to USCGC POINT COMFORT (WPB-82317) from the Phan Ly Sube
sector, As the cutter closed the beach to comply she came under ,50
caliber enemy fire, Illumination was provided as requested and 49 rounds
of 8l-mm mortar fire were directed into the source of hostile fire, An
unconfirmed report of 15 enemy killed was received following this action
which eventvally involved U, S, Air Force and VNN units as well as the
POINT COMFORT,

A Chieu Hoi who surrendered to an IUWU=1 unit near Qui Nhon on the

28th indicated that other Viet Cong in his hamlet guerrilla platoon also
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desired to rally aid his willingness to make a live psyops broadcast

to his friends, The Chieu Hoi, the Assistant Naval Intelligence officer
from Qui Nhon, two officers from IUWU 1, and Coastal Division 15 Psyops
officer were taken to the village about 10 miles south of Qui Nhon by
PCF 91 the next day, After encountering a group of about 10 Viet Cong
in the village, who fled into the mountains to the north, the "Swift"
boat continued to move south and resumed the broadcast, After about a
half hour four men were observed on the beach a mile south of the village
waving a white flag, Broadcasting by the five Hoi Chanhs continued for
more than an hour without further results,

On 30 May, USCGC POINT GLOVER was requested to provide naval gun-
fire support against an enemy position 30 miles southwest of Phan Rang
by Tuy Phong Subsector authorities, The Coast Guard vessel complied with
12 rounds from her 8l-mm mortar killing two of the enemy and wounding two

others,

Third Coastal Zone

Junk and sampan activity in the Third Coastal Zone remained much
lighter than in the First or Second Coastal Zones, However, the $,645
detections of indigenous craft during May represented an increase of nearly
1,000 over the April figure, More than LO percent of the craft detected
were inspected and another 22 percent were boarded, More than 40 naval
gunfire missions were carried out and "Swift® boats were engaged by hostile
fire 10 times during the month,

n CONFIDENTIAL
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Fowr beached sampans were sighted by PCF Sk in Kien Hoa Provincs

about 22 miles southwest of Vung Tau on the 6th, Three of the craft
were carried off out of sight when taken under fiie by the #Swift® boat,
Small arms fire was received from the area during the action, Damage to
the enemy included the destruction of two structures and one damaged
sampan, Persomnel casualties were unknown, No hits were scored on the
MARKET TIME unit by the enemy, In the sams gensral vicinity on the T7th,
PCF L0 responded to a sector request for naval gunfire on a Viet Cong

base camp, During this mission four structures were destroyed, two burkers
heavily damaged, and two Viet Cong seen running from a bunker were probably
killed,

On the 9th, PCF L0 acted as a blocking force for an ARVN sweep of
an area about S miles east of Go Cong, During the operation heavy autoe
matic weapons fire was directed at the ground unit from a poaition within
range of the "Swift® boats mortar, The enemy fire was quickly suppressed
and Viet Cong troops observed moving across an open area wers also taken
under fire, The weapons of PCF 4O killed at least three of the enemy with
two more probably killed in the action,
Hostile fire greeted PCF psyops/Chieu Hoi broadcasts dirscted at the

Than Phu Secret Zone on five occasions between the 9th and 19th of the
month, The enemy fire was quickly silenced each time and the broadcasts
were continued, Ths targets were not taken under heavy mortar fire due

to the nature of the broadcasts, When PCF LO returned heavy small arms

13 CONFIDENTIAL
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A~ USCGC MINNETONKA « 7 May.
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fire received on the morning of the lhth, a large secondary explosion

was observed,

PCF 102 and PCF 98 were proceeding to investigate a small radar
contact near the mouth of Bo De River, 10 miles east of Tan An, on the
evening of the 12th when they received heavy automatic weapons fire
from the treelins, PCF 98 was hit by one 57-mm recoilless rifle round
in the gun tub wounding three men; one was seriously injured, Another
round passed through the pilot house without detonating, The "Swift®
boats evaded out of range as they could not match the heavy volume of
fire directed at them, During the brief engagement two mortar rounds
were observed to hit the recoilless rifle position apparently putting

at least that enemy weapor out of action,

Fourth Coastal Zone

Increased utilization of the naval gunfire capabilities of MARKET
TIME units in the Fourth Coastal Zone was apparent during May, Over
90 missions were carried out including 17 engagements initiated by
hostile fire, Routine patrol activity remained at a high level for
this area with the detection of 9,050 junks and sampans, More than 30
percent of these craft were inspected and an additiconal 20 percent were
boarded,

A Vietnamese outpost five miles southeast of Ha Tien came under
heavy enemy fire on the evening of 3 May, As PCF 73 closed the beach

in response to the urgent request for gunfire support it was greeted by

15 CONFIDENTIAL
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automatic weapons fire, Two ,30 caliber rounds struck the main cabin

of the "Swift® boat shattering two windows, The enemy fire was supe
pressed with the mortar and ,50 caliber response from the MARKET TIHE

e q—

unit, One Navyman received minor cuts from the flying glass,

PCF 6 came under heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire while
on patrol 15 miles southeast of Ha Tien on the afternoon of the 5th, Ths
enemy fire was silenced by 27 mortar and 700 fifty caliber rounds which were
directed at the position ashore by the ®Swift" boat, No hits were suse-
tained by the MARKET TIME unit,

On the evening of the Tth, USCGC MINNETONKA (WHEC 67) fired an
harassment and interdiction mission against the suspected position of

a Viet Cong company 27 milzs north of Ca Mau Peninsula, During the mise é
sion one secondary explosion and subsequent fire were observed, Intele |
ligence sources later reveale? that the 4O rounds from the cutter's 5%/38
gun had killed 3 and wounded 15 of the enemy, Later in the same general \
area in the early morning of the 8th, a similar missiocn was carried out
by the MINNETONKA, The results of this firing included .four enemy killed
plus an additional seven probably wounded,

Alert action by USCGC POINT BANKS on the 13th routed a Viet Cong
unit from a camp on Ca Mau Penimsula, Per..onnel were observed on the
shore as the cutter closed for a naval gunfire mission against a bridge
target, After taking the area under mortar and machine gun fire destroying
the bridge and nearby sampans, the cutter's landing party was sent ashore

CONFIDENTIAL 16
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to investigate, Personnel of the landing party recovered small arms |
smmunition, food supplies, and many documents, Units of Coastal Group L1
‘ later joined in the reconnaissance by small arms fire of the area around
the camp,

On the 26th, USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN (WHEC 68) conducted a naval gunfire
mission against a suspected Viet Cong concentration just north of the
mouth of the Ong Doc River, Results reported by the sector authorities
credited this mission with killing 7 Viet Cong and wounding one,

N

MARKET TIME UNITS

During May the Vietnamese Navy had an average of five PGM's and two
PCE's on MARKET TIME patrols daily, In addition, an LSSL and MSC were
also used for a number <f patrols, In the Fourth Coastal Zone the Royal
Thai Navy HMTS PGM 12 was assigned to a patrol station for more than half
of the month,

Navy patrol aircraft from four patrol squadrons operated on MARKET
TIME air barriers during May, Operating from U~Tapao, Thailand, a detache
ment from Patrol Squadron TWENTY-SIX (VP 26) manned the Southern Air Barrier
with P3A "Orions,® From Cam Ranh Bay a detachment from VP 50 operated
Orions and two detachments from VP 6 and VP 17 operated SP2H Neptunes,
On 1 Mgy the Central and Southern Air Barriers wexre combined into a single
Southern Air Burrier with a five=hour transit time by P3A,

The following U, S, Seventh Fleet Ships operated as MARKET TIME units

17 CONFIDENTIAL
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!
during the periods indicated during May: |
Dates !
DER 334 USS FORSTER 1-7
DER 329 USS KRETCHMER T=31
DER 327 USS BRISTER 1-23
DER 387 USS VANCE 8~31 .
DER 331 USS KOINER 1=26 ;
DER 32k USS FALGOUT 26=71 ‘,
IST 509 USS BULLOCH COUNTY 1-8 :
1sT 11 USS STONE COUNTY 8=1
MSO 432 USS DYNAMIC 1=5 ,
MSO Llk USS FIRM 6=31 |
MSO 433 USS ENGAGE 16 |
MSO 457 USS LOYALTY 6=31 ’
MSO Lhé USS FORTIFY 1=6 !
MSO L3l USS EMBATTIE 6=31 ‘
MSC 206 USS WARBLER 1=31 3
MSC 289 USS AIBATROSS 1=-31 ?
PG 88 USS CROCKETT 1=
WHEC 33 USCGC DUANE 23=31 :
WHEC 32 USCGC CAMPBELL 1-8 \
WHEC 67 USCGC MINNETONKA 1-10
WHEC 63 USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN 10=31

K

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY

May 1968 ]
1, U,S, Ships/Craft: ‘
DER MSO MSC WPB PCF IG LST  WHEC |
Daily aversge num-
ber of craft on
patrol 3 3 2 5 37 0 1 2
2, U. S, Activity:
TOTAL DETECTED WOOD = DAY 5k,L23 NIGHT 52,070
107,861
STEEL DAY 737 NIGHT 62
TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD - DAY &;&h NIGHT 19,9“53
40,170
STEEL = DAY 457 NIGHT L67
19 CONFIDENTIAL
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TOTAL BOARDED WOOD - DAY 14,629  NIGHT _6,992

STEEL =~ DAY 82 NIGHT 12
TOTAL DETAINED  JUNKS 12k PEOPLE 752 (14 Viet Cong suspects)
3, Naval Gunfire:

4,619

TOTAL MISSIONS 357 (Includes L6 hostile fire incidents and 6 evading
craft taken under fire)

ENEMY CASUALTIES:

43 killed plus 25 probable
25 wounded plus 23 probable
ENEMY MATERIAL LOSSES:

33 Junks or sampans destroyed
82 structures destroyed

16 Jjunks or sampans damaged
60 structures dmggd

OPERATION STABLE DOOR
All STABLE DOOR units maintained normal surface surveillance posture
and patrols during May., Detections of junks and sampans totaled 40,089,
Of these li,916 were inspected and another 1,503 boarded, Results of the
boardings included the detention of 7 Jjunks and 197 persons for various
reasons, STABLE DOOR units also carried out numerous psyops broadcasts
and participated in a number of ground operations as blocking patrols,

At Vung Tau Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit ONE (IUWU-1) routine

CONFIDENTIAL 20
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patrols were econtinmued throughout May, During the month 11 persons and
two craft were detained for curfew violations, improper identification or
suspicious actians,. The rumber of ships in Vung Tau harbor came to an
average of 18 per day,

Mgy was also a routine month for IUWU=2 at Cam Ranh Bay where the
daily average of shivs inport came to 20, Patrols by this unit detained
15 persons and 2 craft as a result of their boardings,

Several interesting developments highlighted an otherwise routine
month for IUWU-2 at Qu’ Nhon during May, On the 9th in the upper portion
of Qui Nhon harbor, two of the units, skimmers,with members of Coastal
aivision ONE FIVE propaganda team embarked, encountered heavy small arms
fire from the vicinity of Vinh Quanh Village as they attempted to make a
psyops broadcast, The skimmers retired from the area and learned from an
Army "Hawkeye" aircraft the origin of the small arms fire was a Regional
Force (RF) platoon on the beach near Vinh Quanh, On the 19th a sampan
halted by ICPL L1 was found to contain 15 Popular Force (PF) troops, The
troops indicated that the Viet Cong had occupied their village, Phuoc Mai,
at about 1400 that afternoon, They were escorted to Coastal Group 22 for
interrogation, In a special operation on the 21st, patrol craft with
National Police on board conducted a search of 305 craft of the morning
fishing fleet returning to harbor, A total of nine persons wer. detained
by the National Police, A Chieu Hoi accompanied by his wife and child
rallied to ICPL 4O on the morning of the 28th, Later a live psyops
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broadcast by this ran from MARKET TIME PCF convinced four other men
from his village to turn themselves in, During the month a total of 17
persons were detained and the daily average of ships in port was 12,

At Nha Trang patrols of IUWU= were particularly active with a total
of 154 persons being detained for suspicious activity, improper identifie
cation, or curfew viclations, Ships in port average 5 per day at Nha
Trang and 2 per day at Vung Ro Bay, Patrols of IUWU-5 at Vung Ro Bay did
not detain any craft or persons during May, however, they did tske part
in a combined Korean Army and Popular Force sweep of Hon Nya Island, Dur-
ing the period L through 6 May patrol craft provided transportation and
blocking patrols for the ground forces during their sweep of the island

two miles southesouthwest of the harbor entrance control post,

WHHHEHE
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co-pilot aims and fires the aircraft's flex-guns while the pilot cone

An armed gunship helicopter, flown by Navy "Seawolves," makes a rocket

run on Viet Cong ambush sites in South Vietnam's Mekong Delta,
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RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116)

Activity in the GAME WARDEN area of operation continued at an active
pace during May, As the PBR's conducted patrols along the waterways, enemy
harassment continued and the patrol boats were engaged in 32 firefights,
During this period, however, the number of heavy weapons attack incidents
initiated by the enemy decreased, Nevertheless, in one engagement with
the Viet Cong on the upper Bassac River, in the vicipity of Chau Doc, a
PBR was struck by two 75-mm recoilless rifle iounds killirg two Navymen,
wounding two and severely damegirg the boat,

U, S, Navy "Seawolves," piloting their UH-1B helicopter gunships,
contimed to strike enemy positions throughout the Mekong Delta and Rung
Sat Special Zone (RSSZ) exacting their toll of enemy casualties, On three
separate occasions along the Bassac, Ham Luong and Mekong rivers the armed
helicopters killed Ll of the enemy and echieved a total kill of 59 during
the month, The Viet Cong, attempting to counter this dreaded air threat,
scored several hits on the helicopters causing minor damage and on one
occasion killed a door gunner and wounded the pilot, ’

The SEALs continued their stealthful forays into enemy-controlled
areas collecting valuable intelligence and initiated 15 ambushes against
the communist forces, On 1l May, SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth Platoon,
(TU 116,1,0) engaged in a fierce firefight with 82 well-disciplined and
equipped Viet Cong troops along the Cambodian border, about 12 miles sou.h=

west of Chau Doc, The enemy troops, that had crossed the border from
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A GAME WARDEN support LST pours LO-mm high explosive rounds into enemy
positions in the Mekong Delta, As a mobile support base for River Patrol
Boats and armed helicopters, the LST can cruise the major rivers of the
Delta providing gunfire support anywhere within the range of her cannons,
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Cambodia under the cover of darkness, had the SEALs pinned down in a

graveyard in what seemed like an untenable situation, The hightly trained

Y

3
VR RN PR AL

Navy fighters, led by Lieutenant (junior grade) Richard MARCINKO, USN,

beat back each attempt by the enemy to over~run their position, Moving
from one tombstone to another the SEALs continued to rake the enemy until
Navy "Seawolves® and a U, S, Army aircraft arrived overhead to support
the SEALs' ground fighting, The enemy was driven back across the border,
dragging their dead and woundad with them, In the exchange cf automatice
weapons fire it was reported that 24 of the enemy were killed and 4O wounded,
LTJG MARCINKO, who during thehdight of battle thought that this was "the
end for sure,” led his men from the battlefield without a single casualty,

A GAME WARDEN support LST, USS JENNINGS COUNIY conducted harassment
and interdiction fire on 9 May in an area of Viet Cong activity north of
Phu Vinh, along the Co Chien River, The ship's L4O-mm cannon fire barrage
killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded three,

During the month the number of enemy initiated incidents on the
Long Tau shipping channel increased and was indicative of the enemy's aim
to intensify the harassment of friendly shipping on this vital waterway,
There were ten attacks against merchant ships flying the flags of the United
States, Japan, England, and the Philippines, There were two mining attempts,
with the remainder being automatic weapons and r ocket attacks, In all
instances PBR's, and Navy and Army helicopters were rapidly on the scene
suppressing the enemy fire, During the attack on the British merchantman

27 CONFIDENTIAL
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ANCO QUEEN on 19 May, five PBR sailors were wounded in the.ensuing fire-
fight with the enemy, Popular Force troops landed at the ambush site
killing 11 Viet Cong and captured two 122-mm rocket launchers of a very
simple design, The launchers were shaped as a wooden ladder with a sheet-
metal trough as the rocket guide, Damage sustained to the merchant ships
in all incidents was minor,

On 3 May PBR's commenced operations on the upper Bassac in the
vicinity of Chau Doc and the upper Mekong in the vicinity of Tan Chau,
The assigned mission was to show the presence of U, S, Naval Forces, cure
tail the infiltration of arms, ammnition and explosives, collect intele
ligence, conduct psychological operations, enforce the curfew and render
assistance to U, S, and Vietnamese forces in case of a Viet Cong attack,
Five days later CTF 116 directed the commanders of Task Group 116,1 and
116,2 to continue the patrols, due to an increased enemy activity, on a
five day rotation basis until the activation of the upper Mekong River
Patrol Group, CTG 116,1 operated out of Chau Doc, while CTG 116,2
operated from the Special Forces Camp, Tuong Thoi,

On 14 May the second PBR sailor received the Medal of Honor, Among
the four men presented the Medal of Honor by the President of the United
States was a former member of River Squadron FIVE, Boatswain's Mate First
Class James E, WILLIAMS, USN, was cited for his herolc performance on
31 October 196€ dur.ng the ceremony dedicating the new "Hall of Heroes"

at the Pentagon, Washington, D,C, While serving as boat captain of
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PBR 105 and patrol officer of the two PBR patrol, from River Section 531,
WILLIAMS aggressively and brilliantly engaged an enemy force superior in
both number and firepower. When supporting forces arrived on the scene
Petty Officer WILLIAMS took control of the additional PBR's and helicopter
gunships. Upon completion of the three-hour battle the victorious Navy
forces assessed the damage, a total of 65 enemy water craft had been
destroyed or captured and numerous Viet Cong casualties were inflicted.

I CORPS RIVER PATROL GROUP

On 1 May five more PBR's were assigned to CTF CLEARWATER to rein-
force the river security on the Cua Viet River, the vital logistics
route to Dong Ha. This brought to 15 the number of PBR's operating in
I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) (10 at Tan My and 5 at Cua Viet), Five
additional PBR's were scheduled for deployment to Cua Viet,

During the month the Tan My based River Section 521 operating
under Commander Hue River Security Group was in frequent contact with
the enemy. While on patrol in the opening hour of 7 May a two
boat pactrol came under heavy automatic weapons and rocket fire.

Four additional PBR's sped to the ambush site, two miles north of the
city of Hue on the Hue River to aid the boats under attack. When the
combined fire power of the six PBR's failed to suppress the fire of

the heavily entrenched enemy, all boats were ordered to withdraw from
the area, As soon as the boats were clear, artillery fire rained in on

the enemy positions. Enemy casualties were undetermined; however, eight
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RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE OPERATIONS

A-LCMSI - 1[& May.
B~PBR Landing - 18 May,
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Navymen received wounds during the engagement,

L 22

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP
On 10 May the versatility of the PBR's was again demonstrated,

When the 17,000-tor. U,S, merchant ship STEFL RECORDER ran aground § -
miles southwest of Nha Be near the Rach Duo Canal, PBR's 72 and 75 of
River Section 542 w.re ordered to the scene as a security force ad to
render assistance as feasible, At 1000 the ship was underway again,
following a 66 mimte delay in her river transit, thanks to the ingenuity
of the PBR crews, The Navymen had changed the role of the patrol boats
from river surveillance to that of salvage and by pushing on the merchante
man's bow cleared it from the mud bank,

" At 0315 on the morning of 1l May two LCM minesweepers conducting
& chain drag swee, of the Lorg Tau shipping channel commsnced yeceiving
small amms fire from two enem; firing positions located about three miles
southeast of Nha Be, The minesweepers returned the fire and soon the
enemy was silent, PBR's arrived on the scene and sprayed the area with
their guns, This action was followed by an artillery saturation of the
area by U, S, Army guns, The minesweepers contimed their sweep patrol
and about one mile down river the boats came under rocket and automatic
weapons fire a half-hour later, This time one crewman was wounded in
the attack, The sweeps and PBR's returned and suppressed the fire as

helicopter gunships arrived overhead, The gunships received small ayms

1 CONFIDENTIAL
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fire in response to firing runs made on the suspected enemy positions,
Artillery (105-rm) was called into the area once again, Enemy casualties
vwere undetermined due to the darkness and heavy ground cover,

On the evening of 18 May, PBR's landed a U, S, Army Long Range
Reconnaissance Patrol (LRRP) about 5 miles south of Nha Be, on the
Soirap River, Fifteen minutes after landing the patrol commenced re~
ceiving light automatic weapons fire, The hostile fire was returned
by the LRRP's and the PBR's and soon suppressed, The patrol was with
drawn since their presence was now known by the Viet Cong, With all
troops back aboard, the PBR's illuminated the banks and surrounding
area with their spotlights and killed five Viet Cong caught in the
light, One other Viet Cong was shot and killed as he was swimming to-
ward one of the PBR's, A further search of the area revealed a sampan,
Suspecting that the sampan was booby trapped it was destroyed, Artile
lery fire was called into the area to destroy any remaining enemy troops
and their hidden firing positions, The following morning during a search
of the contact area LRRP!'s were put ashore again, Soon after landing
the LRRP's made contact again and quickly killed nine Viet Cong, The
LRRP's were withdrawn, A Navy helicopter light fire team placed an air
strike on the enemy position setting off a secondary explosion, believed
to have been a Viet Cong claymore mine, It now became more apparent that
the sampan found the night before was bait for a Viet Cong trap, because
a search of the stream banks revealed two claymores set up to take the
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approaches to the sampan under fire, Another sampan was found a short
distance away containing two AK automatic rifles and a CHICCM automatic
pistol, During the two engagements there were no friendly casualties,

During the month the number of enemy initiated incidents on the
Lomg Tau Shipping Channel rose, suggesting an enemy attempt to intenw
3ify harassment of friendly shipping on this waterway, The following
48 a listing of the attacks against frese world shipping:

Date Name of Shig Type of Attack

2 May SS DEL SOL Automatic weapons,emall axms firs,
6 May SS BANGOR Possible mining, 30-4O ft, water
column 200 meters from ship,
8 May SS WHITTIER Small amms,
SS LSCO BAUEN Recoilless rifle, Fire started
but soon brought under control,
9 May SS HYRIA SHELL RPG=7/Automatic weapons,
10 May SS TAIRLAND Rockst,/Automatic weapons,
15 May SS TRANSGLOBE Rocket
SS NIEKEI MARU Automatic weapons
17 May SS FAIRLAND Water mine explosion under ship,

PBR in vicinity of explosion re-
ported that ship appeared to have
lifted one foot out of the water,
No damage reported,

19 May S5 ANCO QUEEN PRG=7 and 122-mm rocket fire,

Damsge in all cases was negligible, with all ships comtimuing
their voyages, PBR's and armed helicopters reacted to all incidents,
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Five PBR sailors were wounded slightly when their PBR was hit four times
by B=l0 rockets during the engagement with the Viet Cong following the
ANCO QUEEN attack, Popular Force troops and U, S, Army gunships accounted
for 11 Viet Cong killed,

DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP
Operations in the Mekong (My Tho) River

On 1l May PBR's and "Seawolves® answered the call for assistance
from the Senior Advisor Cho Loch Sub-sector to support a Regional Force
security patrol in contact with about 80 Viet Cong, With the "Seawolves"
striking from the air the PBR's pounded the area, 5 miles northeast of
Vinh long, with 60-pm mortar and machine-gun fire, The enemy responded
to the counter-attack by directing small arms fire at the Navy boats and
four civilian tugs with two transiting the area, The engagement lasted
for one hour and ten minutes before the Viet Cong broke contact and faded
away, There were no U, S, casualties, however, two RF troopers were killed
and ons wounded, Initial enemy losses were three killed by body count
and three structures damaged, A later highly regliable report stated that
11 Viet Cong were killed and three wounded in the action,

On 18 May units of River Section 535 came under heavy enemy fire
while distributing psychological operation (psyops) material S miles
northeast of Vinh Long, As the two boat patrol was dropping the psyops

packages into the canal, designed to float with the tide into the Viet
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OPERATIONS IN THE CO CHIEN RIVER

= CTU 116.3.9 - 12 May,

- PRU & PF - 12 May.

A - USS JENNINGS CTY-9
« SEAL Det "G" - 15 May.
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Cong controlled areas, the PBR's suddenly came under heavy automatic
weapons and B-4O rocket fire, A B-lO rocket round smashed into the
coxswain's flat of PBR 731, the lead boat, while at the same time the
cover boat, PBR 730, was showered with shrapnel from another round that
was a near miss, Seven sallors and a Vietnamese policeman were wounded
in the initial attack and exchange of fire, The boats cleared the area
to attend to the wcu..ded as another patrol in the area and Navy armed
helicopters charged to the scene to engage the enemy, The newly com-
mitted forces began receiving return fire as strikes were placed on thz
enemy positionsz, One helicopter received a hit in the tail rotor bufore
the LO-minuie battle was over, Enemy casualties were undetermired,
PBR 731 sustained major battle damage, while damage to PBR 7%0 was minor,

On 25 May the Navy armed helicopter gunships placed an air strike
agzinst a reported battalion of Viet Cang located in 7 tree-line 11 miles
northeast of Sa Dec, Grouvnd fire was received during the attack with one
helo taking one hit in the main rotor blade, Enemy casualties were unde-
termined initially, however, a usually reliable intelligencc source re-
ported that the Navy pilots killed 16 of the enemy,

Operations in the Co Chien River

On 9 Mgy USS JENNINGS COUNTY (L3T846), TU 11(,2,6, provided harass-
ment and interdiction fire into an area of Viet Cong activity on the Ham
Iuong River when called upon by the Vinh Binh Province Control for supe

port. Firing 892 rounds of 4O-mm the Navy gunners were later advised
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that their shooting killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded 3 others,

On the morning of 12 May, Navy "Seawolves* from CTU 116,3,9 struck B
a junk, suspected of carrying a 75-mm recoilless-rifle, and t wo sampans
located 12 miles east of Vinh Long, The Navy flyers, after destroying
the junk and damaging the sampans, then directed their 2,75 rocket and
machine gun fire against a suspected Viet Cong radio station also located
in the same area, The area of the air strike was left in flames as the
Navy gunships headed east to render support to Vietnamese foxrces in con-
tact with a Viet Cong platoon, Arriving over the target area, L miles
east of Ben Tre, the helicopter fire team commenced receiving automatic
weapons fire, Once again the helos unleashed their rockets and mini-guns
against the enemy positions, The confirmed results of the morning's
action, in addition to the water craft casualties, was three Viet Cong
killed, An intelligence report received several hours later, however,
raised ths kill results to a total of 17 enemy troops,

Also on the morning of 12 May the hamlet of Giang Lon, located about
3 sdlss nortlwest of Phu Vink, was attac
Fifty-three members of the Tra Vinh Provincial Reconnsissance Unit (PRU),
led by SK3 Donald H, ZILIGITT, USN, a SEAL, and two companies of Regional
Force troops were dispatched to counter-attack and drive the enemy from
the hamlet, At about noon the PRU's landed just south ¢2 the hamlet where
they were immediately in heavy contact with the enemy, The unit was soon
pinned down in a rice paddy by the voluminuous hail of automatic weapons
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fire, Petty Officer ZILIGITT, realizing the threat of being overrun,
skillfully deployed his troops to counter the threat, Heroically,
exposing himself, he then led his unit in the attack against the Viet

Cong positions, forcing the eemy to withdraw, Still facing intense

fire, and with ZILIGTIT still in the lead, the PRU's once again drove
into the enemy with unwavering determination to dei‘eatfhe communist
aggressors, It was in this charge that ZILLGITT fell mortally wounded
when struck down by enemy gunfire, The PRU's comtinued their press
forward, gained their objective and routed 'ﬁhe Viet Cong who left 17 of
their dead and 8 individaul weapons on the battlefield, The heroism znd
leadership of Petty Officer ZILIGITT prevented the PRU's from being over-
run by the Viet Corg in the initial engagement and later enabled the PRU's
to gain the initiative and drive the Viet Cong from their prepared positions,

Operations in the Ham Luong River

Early on the mornming of 15 May during a ianding of SEAL Detachment
GOLF, Mike Platoon, a violent explosion, believed to have been caused by
a mine or a L4O-mm grenade, broke the darkened silence, The explosion
occurred next to the port bow of the ICPL just as the Navymen were pre-
paring to leave the boat at a point about L miles southeast of Cho Loch,
CS1 Donnie L, PATRICK, USN, was killed by the detonation that ripped into
his body causing massive wounds, Seven other members of the platoon were

also wounded, Due to the heavy personnel casualties to the platoon, future
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operations were curtailed until such time as the platoon could be re=-
organized, On 30 May the reorganization was completed and the unit come
menced operations against the enemy again,

Operations in the Bassac River

On 5 May four units of River Section 511 ware operating on the
upper Bassac River near the city of Chau Doc when word was received
from the U, S, Army Special Forces Advisory Team that there was enemy
activity down the river, The officer in charge of the patrol boats was
asked to inwstigate, .Lieutenant KOLIMEYER's two-boat patrol sped down
the river at 0835 to check the areas, located about 9 miles southeast of
the city, Enroute, however, the cover boat sustained a steering casualty
and LT KOLIMEYER elected to contimme on alone, Upon arrival two Viet-
namese Revolutionary Development (RD) cadre motioned to PBR=130 to embark
them from the west bank, The two Vietnamese boarded the boat and indicated
that the Viet Cong had a recoilless~rifle position downstream about 1,000
meters, As the two men were pointing to the enemy position, the first
round of recoilless rifle fire slammed into the boat's starboard bow at
the waterline, The forward gunner was badly wounded and the boat began
taking on water, LT KOLIMEYER nad the wounded sailor pulled from his
mount, meanwhile having the boat captain head for the east bank of the
river, The RD cadre jumped from the boat and were not seen again, With
the boat listing badly to starboard the wounded gunner and three crewmen

were ordered over the side into the protection of the water, The Navy
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lieutenant quickly called for help from his other units on the radio and
then manned the after ,50 caliber mount, directing its fire against the
enemy position, The forward mount was remanned by another crewmember on
LT KOLIMEYER's {irection and soon was in the action against the Viet Cong,

By the time the boat was beached, automatic weapons fire was coming
from enemy positions on the west bank, about 500 meters away, While LT
KOLIMEYER radioced for assistance again, the .wounded man in the water was
pulled ashore, At this time a second recoilless-rifle round hit the boat,
impacting on the engine cover and continued directly over the stern, This
round inflicted heavy wounds on LT KOLIMEYER, who was standing in the cox-
swain's flat, and EM3 Ronald SAPORITO, USN, who was attempting to retrieve
M<60 ammunition for defense on the beach, SAPORITO was rendered unconse
cious and died before he could reach comprehensive medical attentionm,
The boat captain was slightly wounded and was blown overboard by the blast,
He went into a state of shock at this time, went underwater, and was sub-
sequently pulled ashore by a crewmember,

There were only two crewmen able to perform their duties and they
returned to the boat to pull LT KOLLMEYER out, He had sustained wounds
in the legs and lower abdomen and was, at this time, still on the radio
requesting assistance and passing vital infoxmaticrn, He was,then assisted
to the beach where first aid was performed on all the wounded, During the
approximately one~half hour prior to the arrival of the remaining three
boats, three more rounds were fired at the heavily damaged boat and the
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Barely recognizable as a Navy gunboat, the remains of PBR-130,damaged
on the upper Bassac River on 5 May, await repair at the Naval Support
Activity Detachment, Binh Thuy,

crew, None hit, but AK-47 automatic rifle fire continued to rain around
the Navymen, During the first few minutes off the boat, LT KOLIMEYER
maintained his grasp of the situation and command of his tactical unit,
It was only when the severity of his wounds and deterioration of his
condition became apparent, that his shipmates realized he was dying,
About 1015 the other PBR's arrived on the scene and engaged the enemy
receiving only light fire in return, The wounded were embarked and
evacuated to Chau Doc, LT KOLIMEYER died before he could reach medical
attention,
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PBR 130, although almost completely demolished, was later taken in
tow and returned to the GAME WARDEN Base at Binh Thuy for repairs,

On 25 May a Navy helicopter light team interdicted water traffic
in the Ke Sach Specified Strike Zone on the Bassac River Just southeast
of Can Tho, The gunships hit the concentration of sampans and junks,
detecteci in the vicinity of May Island, with rocket and machine-gun fire,
Ground fire was directed at the striking helicopters by the enemy, how.
ever, no hits were scored, At the end of the 100-minute airwar the “Sea-
wolves" destroyed one 30-foot covered jJunk laden . with boxes, 11 sampans
and killed 11 Viet Cong and possibly 6 additionsl ones,

e

GAME WARDEN UNITS

On 1 May the operationsl title of Task Unit 116,4,2 was changed
from Mine Squadron ELEVEN, Detachment ALFA, to Mine Division ONE-HUNDRED
TWELVE,

On 1 May River Section 5Ll was activiated at Nha Be,

On 2 May USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838) (TU 116,3.6), with River
Section 532 (TU 116,3.,4) embarked, returned to station on the lower Ham
I‘.uong River, embarked Helicopter Attack (light) Squadron THREE, Detache
mers FIVE (TU 116,3.8), resumed normal operations,

On 3 May River Section 532 (TU 116,3,h4) commenced patrols on the
lower Ham Luong River.

On 3 Mgy APL5S shifted location with her embarked river sections,
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to the junction of the Ham Iuong and My Tho rivers,

CONFIDENTIAL

On 3 May Task Element 116,1,1,, consisting of four PER's from

River Section 511 and one ICM~-6, and SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth

Platoon, Squad ALFA transited to and commenced operations at Chau Doc,

On 4 Mgy Captain Arthur H, MUNSON, USN, relieved Commander Robert

W, SPENCER, USN, as commanding officer, Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron

THREE located at Vung Tau,

On S5 May Task Elemen* 116,2,1,1,, consisting of five PBR's from

River Section 524 and one 1CM, and SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Ninth Pla-

toon, Squad ALFA, commenced operations on the upper Mekong River from

Thuong Thoi Special Force Camp,

On 15 May River Section 551 and 552 were activated at Nha Be,

W

GAME WARDEN STATISTICS SUMMARY

May 1968
1. PR TOTAL
(2) Patrols (two boat) 2,052
(b) Convacts 91,979
(c) Inspected 23,247
(d) Boarded 11,6l
(e) Patrol Hours 50,658
(£) Sampans/Junks Detained 2
I, SEAWOLF LHFT
(a) 1,698

b5

DAY NIGHT
1,012 1,040
8L, 861 7,118
20,766 2,480
30,84k 10,797
24,8 25,940
1,265 L33
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CONFIDENTIAL
II, SEAWOLF_LHFT (CONT'D)
(b) Pre-planned Strikes gg_%_% m L
(c) Reaction Strikes 1k
(d) Targets of Opportunity 297
(e) Support Mission 218
III, SEAL (6 Platoons)
(a) Missions 78
{b) Contacts 3k
v,  MDEDE
(a) MSB Patrols 60 60 0
(o) 1CM(M) Potrols 80 s
(c) Contacts
(1) wire recovered 9

(2) Mines recovered/destroyed 2
v, st
(a) Gun Fire Support Missions 15
VI, GAME WARDEN TOTALS

(a) Firefights

PER HELO SEALS MINE 1ST TOTAL
32 35 15 0 0 82

(b) Sampans Destroyed: 122  Damaged: 156 Captured: 3
(¢) Junks Destroyeds: 3  Damaged: 5 Captured: O

(d) Structures Destroyed. 183 Damaged: 227
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Vi,

GAME WARDEN TOTALS (CONT'D)

(e) Enemy Casualties
Credited tos

KIA (BC) KIA (POSS) WIA CAPTURED

PBR 16 0 8 0
HELO 59 0 0 0
SEAL 18 8 7 6
MINE DIV 0 0 0 0
IST 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 93 8 15 6
Cumulative Since 6/66 3 2,019 430 337 20
(f) Friendly Casualties-Hostile
K WA Do
PBR 2 28 0
HELO 1 2 0
SEAL 1l 8 0
MINE DIV 0 0 0
LsT 0 0 0
TOTAL L 5] 0
Cumulative Since 6/66 sh 693 6
(g) Friendly Casualtiés - Non-Hostile
DEATES IMJURIES
PBR 0 3
HEIO 0 0
SEAL 2 0
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(g) Friendly Casualties - NoneHostile (coNT'D)

DEATHS
MIN DIV 0
IST 0
TOTAL 2

Cumulative Since 6/66
(h) Priendly Battle Damage

REPATRABLE
PBR 9
HELO 9
MINE DIV 0
ISt 0
SEAL CRAFT 0
(1) MEDRVAC
PBR 72
Since 6/66 17
SEAWOLF 0
Since 6/67 221
Y
L9

15 (Since 4/68)

CONFIDENTIAL

INJURIES

0
0
3
L

DESTROYED

0
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Wading through mud up to his knees, a trooper of the Mobile Riverine
Force sloshes through the marshy Mekong Delta,
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE (TASK FORCE 117)

With the advent of May, the deluge of the rainy season began in
earnest, adding to the discomfort of both the boat crews and the infane
trymen as they searched for the shadowy and elusive enemy, The assault
forces of the Mobile Riverine Forcs (MRF) sloshed through Kien Hoa, Dinh
Tuong and Long An provinces in quest of the nomadic Viet Cong, who either
weren't there or chose not to fight except from small unit ambushes, In
spite of good intelligence of substantial enemy forces in the operating
areas, multiple landings in the objective areas, and daily reassessments
of the situation, heavy contact with a battalion size enemy force was
not effected, Enemy rocketeers caused considerable damage to the river-
ine craft and inflicted numerous casualties in a series of riverine ame
bushes on 8 May and 26~27 May in the Giong Trom District of Kien Hoa
Province, Fortunately there were also a great nmumber of misses; other-
wise, the damage and personnel losses wculd have been much greater,

Operations in Kien Hoa Province

Early on the morning of 1 May, the major ships of the Mobile
Riverine Base (MRB) anchored at the Dong Tam anchorage, 6 miles west
of My Tho, were attacked from the south bank of the My Tho River, An
estimated 25 rounds of rocket/recoilless-rifle fire were observed by
USS ASKARI (ARL30), USS TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST1159) and APL-26 impacting
close aboard, The attack was almost simultaneous with a mortar attack

on the Dong Tam support base, The ships returned the fire with L4O-mm
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and 3"/50 gunfire, The MRB defense force continued harassment and inter-

diction fire into the area throughout the night; however, the damage in-
flicted could not be determined,
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Later that evening a MRF Bushmaster (ambush team) platoon from the
3/47th Infantry Battalion (Inf, Bn,) conducted multiple diversionary

landings on the south bank of the My Tho River L miles westof My Tho,

Bushmaster operation 03-68 was terminated early the next morning without
g substantial contact with the enemy and the troops were backloaded by
Assault Support Patrol Boats (ASPB) about Ol45 for return to the MRB,

i It was a dark, moonless night and fair weather with an ebbing tide of

» 5 knots, During the backloading of the ambush platoon U miles west of
My Tho, enemy fire was received while the infantrymen were scrambling
sboard an ASPB, Personnel departed the river banks and proceeded disgo-
f nally toward the starboard side of the boat, They stepped off into deep
water before reaching the boat, There were no casualties readily attri-
; butable to the enemy fire; however, subsequent to leaving the area fivas
soldiers were reported missing,

An intensive land and waterborne search for the missing men wasz

~ put into effect by the boats and the ready reaction force, but the men
were not found, At 1028 the body of one of the missing soldiers was

}ﬁ found floating in the river near the scene of the incident, The seaxrch
’ for the missing soldiers delayed the MRB relocation to the new anchorage
* near Ben Tre until 1030, This marked only the second time that the MRB
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had transited the Ham Luong River, At 1200 the search was terminated,
although GAME WARDEN PBR's were alerted to keep the area under surveil-
lance for the missing men, The bodies of the four Armymen were subse-
quently discoversd on 3 May by PBR's in the area, All five men had
drowned,

After assuming a one-iay ready reaction posture the MRF contimed
Operstion TRUGNG CONG DINH by launching riverine strike operations in
the Giong Trom District, The reconnaissance-in-force operation, in co-
operation and coordination with the 2nd Battalion, Vietnamese Marine
Corps, was commenced on 2 May to locate, engage and destroy the Viet
Cong 516th and 560th local Force Battalions and other local enemy
guerrillas,

On 2 May the Vietnamese Marines and the L/L7th Inf, Bn,, were
beached in the area at 0830 and 0900 respectively, followed by the air
mobile movement of the 3/47th Inf, Bn,, to blocking stations, Initial
contact was light and remained so, for the first two days of the opera-
tion, On the evening of 3 May, plans to contimue the operation for a
third day were changed when Commanding General, U, S, 9th Infantry
Division requested that the MRF relocate to the Dong Tam anchorages,
This was done so that the MRF could react more rapidly to threatened
Viet Cong attacks in the Vunh Long/My Tho/Gai Lay/Cai Be areas and to
supplement the forces defending Saigon if heavy attacks occurred on that

city, Results of the two~day operation were discouraging with 1 Viet
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Cong killed, 38 suspects detained; 17 bunkers/structures destroysd and
15 structures damaged, Friendly losses amourted to five drowned soldiers
and one other soldier wounded,

On the morning of 4 May the MRB relocated to Dong Tam, and assumed
a ready reaction posture, Later that evening as the MRB ships commenced
their evening shift of anchorages, Boatswain’s Mate Third Class Charles
L, PERRY, USN, fell overboard from a pontoon.alongaide TOM GREEN COUNTY,
The man apparently went under the nest of boats and did not resurface,
An intensive search was immediately instituted but produced negative
results, The body was subsequently discovered two days later near the
Dong Tam Base by ASPB-112-8,

There was no significant ground action on 5=6 May; however, a num.
ber of Delta cities including My Tho, Vinh long, Nha Be and Can Tho re-
ported receiving heavy mortar fire, MRF operations against the enemy
(4=6 May) resulted in the detention of 11 Viet Cong suspects, while
friendly forces had 3 men wounded by a booby trap and 2 others wounded
in a non<hostile incident,

During the early morning hours of 7 May the support base at Doxng
Tam came under repeated mortar attacks emanating from the direction of
Kien Hoa Province, At 0340 one mortar round impacted 10-15 yards off
the port quarter of USS BENEWAH (APB35), narrowly missing ASPB-112-8
which was on MRB defensive patrol, Since there was no other evidence of

an attack on the MRB; it was surmised that the round was intended for
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Dong Tem and fell short,
Operations in Dinh Tuong Province

At 0615 the MRB commenced relocation to the vicinity of Vinh Long
to provide support for riverine operations in Giao Duvc District just
north of Sa Dec, The reconnaissance-in-force operation was formlated
to locate and engage rear service elements of Military Region II Head-
quarters, the 502 Provincial Mobile Battalion and local guerillas,

RAD 111 landed the 2nd Battalion, VNMC on the Ruong Stream L miles
north of the Mekong River at 08}5, while RAD 71 beached the L/47th Inf,
Bn, approximately one mile east of the Vietnamese Marines, The two Bate
talions conducted a converging sweep operation, but experienced negative
results, Later that morning a third landing was made south of the other
MRF units by RAD 112 and the 3/L7th Inf, Bn, Due to the lack of a target
the decision was made to withdraw the two U,S, battalions back to the MRB
and the Vietnamese Marines to a base-camp west of Vinh long,

Operations in Kien Hoa Province

Plans were formed to conduct riverine operations in the Sa Dec-Vinh
long area 5 miles southeast of Sa Dec; however, these plans were aborted
late on the evening of 7 May when the city of Bex Tre in Kien Hoa Province
was threatened by Viet Cong forces, Reports were received stating that
elements of the Tth ARVN Division were engaged in heavy fighting with
elements of the Viet Cong 516th Local Force Battalion in a wooden area
between the Ba Lai River and the city of Ben Tre,
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RAD 112, with two companies of the 3/47th Inf. Bn. and one battery
of artillery, immediately departed Vinh Long en route to Ben Tre to stand-
by as a ready reaction force. Later that same evening RAD's 91 and 111,

with the 4/47th Inf. Bn. and the 2nd Battalion, VNMC embarked, proceeded

to the operating area. Arriving at the Ba lLai River early on 8 May, the

units landed unopposed and commnenced their sweep toward the west. In

the meantime, the MRB relocated to an anchorage about 5 miles east of My

Tho on the My Tho River.

Later that afternoon 14 Navymen were wounded in two separate ambushes

of RAD 91 units as they provided close support for ground operations along

the Ba lai River 8 miles southeast of My Tho. In the first attack at 1330,

two monitors, M-91 and M-91-2, and two ASPB's, A-~91-3 and A-91-8, were

struck with highly accurate RPG-7 rocket, 75-mm recoilless-rifle and auto-

matic-weapons fire, There were four sailors wounded during the attack

which also caused moderate to heavy damage on all four craft. RAD 91 sup-

pressed the Viet Cong ambush in a furious lO-minute firefight, then landed

their infantry troops to sweep the area. The four damaged boats were re-

turned to ASKARI for repairs.

Damage suffered by assault craft involved in the first attack was

as follows:

(1) M-91-1 was struck by two projectiles believed to have been 75-mm

recoilless~rifle rounds. Both rounds impacted above the waterline causing

noderate hull damage.
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(2) M-91-2 received three rounds of 75-mm recoillesserifle fire
resulting in moderate damage,

(3) A=91=3 was hit by two 75-mm recoilless-rifle rounds, One
round caused extensive damage in the coxswain's flat,

(4) A-91-8 was struck three times, Two rounds were RPG=-7 (B-}l)
rockets causing moderate hull damage forward and extensive superstruc
ture damage in the after section of the boat, The third hit was from
a 75-rm recoilless-rifls, Both ASPB's were expected to require one week
for the completion of repairs,

About an hour later near the location of the first attack, a mone
itor, M-9le3, and an ATC flamethrower, T=92-7, sustained light damage
when assailed with recoilless~rifle and automaticeweapons fire, The
attack was again suppressed but 10 more Navymen received minor wounds
in the firefight, None of the men were seriously wounded in the two
ambushes which occurred at virtually the same location where 3 Navymen
were killed and 36 sailors were wounded on L April, Enemy casualties
were undetermined in both encounters,

On 9 May the MRF was again reduced to a two-battalion force when
the 2nd Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps was transported back to Dong
Tam by RAD 111 for reassignment to the Saigon area, Meanwhile the U,S,
Army elements continued their recommaissance<ineforce operation in Kien
Hoa Province and were in sporadic contact with the Communist aggressors,

U, S, Navy riverine craft reported an uneventful day in the area
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Hospital Corpsmen First Class Ira V, “Doc®" BIDDLE, USN, of Dry Prong, la.,
looks around the flight deck of the medevac boat to ensure the wounded
ars tended to. An Army medic checks the flow of intravenous solution
being given a wounded sailor, Boatswain's Mate First Class William M.,
MILLER, USN, from Calhoon, Ky., boat captain of Monitor 92-1 who was

within several feet of a B-40 explosion when the Viet Cong hit his boat
from ambush in the Mekong Delta.
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of operations, but a crewmember of an ATC flarethrower was accidently
shot and killed while his boat, T-111=7, was tied up alongside ASKARI
at the MRB, Boatswain's Mate Third Class Roy A, COX; USN, was struck
in the head by a ,30 caliber machine«gun round that was accidently dis-
charged from the mount of another boat,

Sweep operations of the Ba Lal area continued on 10 May, and at
1300 the infantry units gained firm contact with the enemy, This action

precluded the scheduled withdrawal as MRF elements pressed the attack

against the elusive Ba Lai local Viet Cong forces., Some of the heaviest

fighting with the enemy units, estimated to be larger than company size,
occurred after 1700 as the Second Platoon of Charlie Company of the L/L7th
Inf, Bn, was pinned down by automatic wespons and rocket fire, During
the next three hours three companies were pinned down at least once in
heavy crossfire as contact continued until darkness,

The final results of the four-day operation (8-11 May ) were; 18
Viet Cong killed, 4O bunkers destroyed, 30 suspicious Vietnamese detained,

and 6 weapons, 31 mortars/rocket/recoilless-rifle rounds and over 2,000

rounds of smallearms ammunition captured, Friendly casualties amounted

to 2 soldiers killed, and Ll personnel wounded, i of whom were Navymen,
The infantrymen were returned to the MRB on 11 May to dry out after spend-

ing four exhausting d&ys in the inundated Ba Lai River area,

Cn 14 May the MKF commenced a two-battalion riverine assault opera-

tion approximately S mniles north of Mo Cay in Kien Hoa Province to locate
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A monitor -- the “battleship® of the riverine Navy in South Vietnam -«
uses ite flamethrower to destroy possible enemy ambush sites along a
narrow stream in the Mekong Delta,
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and engage elements of the Viet Cong 516th Battalion, At 0615 the MRB
relocated from Dong Tam to an anchorage at the junction of the Ben Tre
and Ham Iuong rivers 2 miles south of Ben Tre, All landings were une
opposed and the two infantry battalions swept toward each other for a
distance of 5 miles, encountering several signs of Viet Cong activity
but only minor enemy contact,

The boats of RAD 91 were involved in the most heated action of
the day as they were ambushed twice while transiting the narrow Mo Cay
Stream about 2 miles south of the MRB anchorage, The first attack
occurred near the mouth of the Mo Cay Stream at 0905 as the craft were
leaving the stream after landing the L/L47th Inf Bn, There were no cas-
ualties or damage despite the heavy barrage of small arms, automatic
weapons and BeL0 rockets fired at the rear elements of the column, The
enemy fire, coming from an estimated 7<10 inan squad, was rapidly supe
pressed as the boats thoroughly razed the ambush positions, Enemy case

valties were unknown,

Several of the RAD 91 boats reentered the Mo Cay Stream about 2
miles south of the MRB anchorage in the early aftermoon to support a
bridge removal project, By 1530 the wreckage was successfully removed
and the boats were escorting the ccmbat salvage boat out of the area
when they were amoushed from a point Just west of the earlier attack,

The boats retaliated with all weapons, including flamethrowers and num-

erous Viet Cong wers observed scrambling out of the fire-engulfed bunkers,
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Both the riverine craft and a light helicopter fire team took the fleeing
commnists under fire, with the Navy gunboats accounting for at least
three killed, At 1600 RAD!s 91 and 111 returned to the MRB where thay
remained for the night in ;\ ready reaction posture,

The next morning three Navymen of RAD 112 received minor wourds
as a result of an exhange of fire with Viet Cong units on the Mo Cay
Stream L miles north-northwest of Mo Cay, The boats were attacked but
not damaged as they were ascorting a Vietnamese resupply convoy of 10
civilian boats and 5 VNN RAG craft from Ben Tre to ihe city of Mo Cay,
The assault craft suppressed the fire; however, enemy casualties were
undetermined,

Meanwhile on the beach the Army troops established firm comtact
with the enemy in a day-long battle, 3 miles scuthwest of Mo Cay, The
fighting broke out at 1005 when the 3/47th and the L/L7th Inf Bas, closed
in on a Viet Cong company and called in 13 airstrikes and contimuocus
artillery barrages, Late in the afternoon, the ground troops swept ths
body=strewn battlefield counting numerous bodies and capturing 13 wea-
pons, The enemy withdrew from the area that evening, and the infantry-

' men were returned to the MRB on 16 May,

There were 47 enemy combatants killed in the day-long battle bring-
ing the total results for the Mo Cay operation to 57 killed, Friendly
losses were 6 Armymen killed and 1k soldiers wounded, During this period

there were also four sailors wounded in a series of riverine ambushes,
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On 16 May at 2200, Boatswain's Mate Second Class Kemnmath A, CARROLL,
USN, attached to RAS 11, fell into the water between pontoons alongside
TOM GREEN COUNTY, An extensive sesrch of the area failed to locate him,
and tne Navyman was declared offically miesing, The body was found two
days later floating in the river near the Dong Tam base,

Operations in Loig An Provirce

Based on intelligence rasports that a lucrative target existed in
tae area southeast of Can Gioue i Long An Province == the southera
approaches to Saigon -~ the MRF immediately commenced making prepara-
tions for strike operations into the area, Aftur a brief respite at the
MRB, the riverine units comuenced the night-long, L4O-mile transit via
the Co Gav Canal voward Can Giove on the evening of 16 Mxy,

The MKS relocated to the junction of the Soirap and Vam Co rivers
on the mcrning of 17 May, croesing through the South China Sea for the
first time since lasi Hovember, Meanwhile the riverine assault craft
tran‘aited the inner passage (Cho Gao Canal) and beachsd their troops on
the tributaries of the Vang Stream at 0800, The boats conducted watere
blocks as tr. ground troops swept the area just 12 miles south of Saigon,
killing L1 Viet Cong while capturing 5 prisoners and seizing 52 suspects,
A Navy boat killed one Viet Cong with small-arms fire after he was flushed
from a thick growth of nipa palw hy a monitox flamethrower,

On the next afternoon, RAD 91 units were involved in a heated skir-

mi sh when ihey were ambushed frem both banks o1 the Io Canal S milas
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east of Can Giouc, The boats, which were in the process of landing
troops, silenced the intense enemy fire while the infantrymen continued
their landing, Three cra’t were damaged and 1h Navymen and 1 soldier
were wounded during the battle, including S crewmembers of monitor 911,
L crewmen from flamethrower T=92-11, and 3 sailors from ASPB-91=5,
ASPB-91=2 and monitor 91-3 also reported one casualty each,

In the final engagement of the two-day operation (17-18 May),

17 Viet Cong were annihilated by the combined, awesome fire power of
air cavalyy units, Navy riverine gunboats and ground troops, The U.S,
forces caught the guerrillas in a devastating crossfire as they fled
across open rice paddies, The final results of the very productive Can
Giouc operation wers 126 Viet Cong killed, 180 bunkers destroyed and 5
prisoners and 22 weapons captured, U, S, casualties consisted of 6
soldiers killed and 38 men wounded, 1l of whom were Navymen,

On 20 May the MRB got underway from their Soirap anchorage and
arrived at Dong Tam at 1530, After a fruitless search and clear opera-
tion (2122 May) in the Cho Cao District of long An Province and the
Binh Phuoc District of Dinh Tuong Frovince the assault craft transited
the inner passage (Cho Gao Cansl), Results of the operation were 30
bunkers destroyed, one weapon captured and 10 suspects detained,

Operations in Kien Hoa Province

On 2 May the MRF conducted a one=battalion operation on the

South bank of the My Tho River opposiie Thoi Son Island in the Ham
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Luong District, This operation was planned to locate and destroy the
550th District Control Unit (DCU) and other Viet Cong elements reportedly
in the assigned zone, The infantrymen swept the arsa throughout the day
making contact once late in the aftermoon, RAS 11, with the 3/h7th Inf,
Bn, embarked, returned to the MRB at 1805, thereby, culminating a week
of frustrating and relatively unproductive operations, Cumulative re~
sults for the one-day operation were: 4 Communist guerrillas killed and
28 bunkers destroyed, while one U, S, Army soldier was killed in actionm,

Later that evening av 1519, Enginemsn Frederick V, AREN, USN, a
crewmember of ASPB=112-1, while proceeding aft on his boat, tripped on
a cleat and fell overboard 1 mile south of Dong Tam, One of his ship-
mates leaped over the side and attempted to rescue himy, but he was unable
to keep him afloat in the strong current, An immediate search of the
MRB anchorage failed to find the missing men, The boa’. was moored along-
side TOM GREEN COUNTY at the time of the incident, The body was dis-
covered the next day near the Dong Tam base,

On 26 May the MRF cormenced riverine opsrations in the Giong Trom
District to locate and engage the Viet Cong 570th Main Force Battalionm,
In a series of bitterly contested ambushes alorg the Ben Tre River and
the Ong Huong Stream 8 miles southeast of Ben Tre, the MRF riverins
craft were subjected to repeatead rocket/recoilless-rifle attacks on
26=27 May, There were 2 sailors killed and 23 Navymen wounded in 7

separate ambushes which also caused light to heavy damage to 16 riverine
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craft of the MRF,

In the first and most vicious ambush, RAD 111 was proceeding to

land elements of the 3/47th Inf, Bn, along the Ong Huong River 8 miles

b southeast of Ben Tre when they were attacked at 0715 from both banks of
v the river by Viet Cong rocketeers, The lead units in the column bore

-

“ the brunt of the attack, as ASPB~111l-1 was struck with two RPG=2 rockets

f};«; (B=40) and two 75-sm recoilless-rifle rounds, Two of the rounds hit the
4?

20=mm cannon, disabling it; another hit the mast; the fourth tore into

N TR NI W

the coxswain's flat instantly killing the boat captain, Boatswain’s Mate

i

SR

Second CIMB.Ronald W. DURBIN, USN, and Radioman Third Class Jerry L,

ot

daihy

WILLIAMS, Two other members of the crew were also wounded in the attack,

, Four crewmen of ASPB~111-5 were wounded during the first attack as
an enemy rocket biew the top off their 20=mm gun mount, Monitor 111-2,
the first boat behind the lead ASPB's, took heavy fire which wounded two
sailors, ASPB=111=3 and ATC-311-6 also took direct rocket hits, but did
not suffer any personnel casualties, The fire was suppressed with the
assistance of a TF 116 helicopter light fire team, and the troops were
% landed in the face of withering rocket and automatic-weapons fire to

’} rout the Viet Cong ambushers,

Meanwhile RAD 91 units were also under heavy automaticeweapons

, attack from both banks of the Ben Tre Stream, approximately 1,000 yards
£3

west of the attack on RAD 111, The attack, which wounded one sailor,

AR
e, e

occurred at 0750 and was rendered ineffective by an immediate countere

2
4
e
)
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attack, There was ne significant battle damage to the boats and enemy
casualties were unknown,

A few hours later, the craft of RAD 91 were st:vck again at 1145,
at virtually the same location as the devastating rocket attack on the
RAD 111 units earlier in the morning, Four sailors were wounded by the
automatic-weapons, recoilless-rifle and rocket fire, but there was no
significant damage to the boats, Once again the fire was silenced by
the timely and effective assistance of TF 116 ®Seawolves* (Navy light
helicopter fire team), This close fire support was instrumental in
keeping the assault boat and troop casualties down in the face of re-
peated enemy rocket attacks,

The boats wers attacked on several other occasions throughout
the afternoon; but there were no other personnel casualties, At 1330
ASPB=111~2 was hit by four recoilless~rifle rounds, but managed to
suppress the enemy gun's and carry out its mission with ons operable
engine, Two hours later two ATC's; T-lllel and Tellle7, received hits
on the port side below the wuterline while transiting the Ben Tre River
2 miles east of Ben Tre, The gunboats suffered minor damage but thars
were no personnel casualties,

Mearwhile, the ground forces wers relentlessly pursuing the enemy
in an area 7 miles southeast of Ben Tre, As of 1430, with the fighting
still in progress, 2L Viet Cong had been killed,

At 2109, the MRB, anchored 3 miles east of Ben Tre, was attacked
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by enemy recoilless-rifle fire from the east bank of the Ham Luong River,
APL 26 was struck twice on the starboard side but neither round exploded,
Retaliatory fire could not be delivered into the ambush position because
of the presence of MRB defense troops in the areas,

The furious action continued on 27 May as riverine craft of RAD's
91 and 111 were ambushed three more times, In the first attack at 0720,
the boats were hit by rocket; recoilless-rifle and automatic-weapons fire
from both banks of the Ben Tre Stream l miles east=southeast of Ben Tre,
Two crewmembers of ATC~111-10 and one aboard monitor 1l1ll-3% were wounded
when each boat was hit by two rocket/rocoilkss-rifle projectiles, Seversl
other boats were struck during the attack, but the damage was minimal on
the other craft, After a brisk lO-mdinute firefight, the enemy gun’s were
quiet,

At 11hk, two troopcarriers, with elements of the 3/L7th Inf Bn,
embarked;, were ambushed from both barks of the Ben Tre Stream 8 miles
southeast of Ben Tre, ATC~111-10 and ATCw=1ll1=3 sach received one rockat/
recoiliess-rifle round resulting in minimal damage to the two craft, but
wounding two sailors and two soldiers, The enemy guns were silenced with
the assistance of U, S, Army helicoptei: which strafed the ambush positions,

The final attack occurred at 1415 as the riverine units of RAM 91
and 111 were transiting west of the Ben Tre Stream L miles east-sontheast of

Ben Tre and moving out of the area of operations, ©Six boats were struck
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by an enemy fusilade of rockets; recoillesserifle and automatic weaw~
pons, ATC-1lll=3 and ATC=11ll=12 were both hit below the waterline and
ATC-111-l; was hit amidships, but none of them sustained any serious
damage; CCB=111=l received several ,50 caliber machine-gun hits on its
starboara .-w, A total of five sailors were wounded during this inci-
dent, but nonewere sariously wounded, The boats silenced the enemy guns,
killing two Viet Cong during the action,

Despite the intense enemy contact along *rocket alley,® there was
no significant ground action on 27 May and the assault boats carried
the infantrymen back to “he MRB on the following morning, Enemy losses
amounted to 41 Viet Cong killed, 66 bunkers destroyed, L prisoners
captured and 30 suspects seized for additional interrogation, U, S,
Army casualties were 8 men killed and 26 more wounded, while Navy casu-
alties amounted to 2 killed and 23 wounded during the two-day operatiom,

A posteoperative evaluation of the extensive rocket ambushes en-
countered on 26=27 May in the Giong Trom District indicated that the
Viet Cong were firing at the boats while far back from the river banks,
Presumably, this was in recognition of the boav’s direct firepows: and
flamethrower capabilities, As a result, there were ar unusually large
muber of misses; otherwise, the damage and personnel losses would have
been much greater,

The MRF culminated the month's operation with a two<battalion

riverine strike operation on 29«30 May in the Mo Cay [istyrict to locate
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and engage the Viet Cong ShOth DCU, As a result of MRF operations there
were 15 Viet Cong killed, 1 prisoner captured, 81 bunkers destroyed and
100 suspects detained for further questioning, There was cne soldier
reported missing in action as a result of the operation,

At 0038 on 31 May USS COLLETON (APBB&), anchored with the MRB near
Ben Tre, received five rounds of recoilless-rifle fire from the east bank
of the Ham Luong River, Only one round impacted against the barracks
ship, causing a three=inch hole in the hull of the ship, There were no
casualties and no significant damage as the round failed to detonate,

MRF Operations in I Corps

Late on the evening of 1 May the Naval Support Activity Detachment
at Cua Viet received approximately 60 rounds of artillery fire, which
caused slight damage to 3 ATC's and wounded 3 RAD 112 sailors, The
attack was one of the most severe on the supply depot since the MRF units
began providing gunfire support services in early March,

Earlier that same day lieutenant J, R, NELSON; USN, Cosmmander River
Assault Division 112, received multiple fragment wounds of the face when
T 111-2 was attacked with smell-evme and antoamati caweaponz fire,
The riverine units were supporting a U, S, Marins Corps sweep slong the
Cua Viet River,

At 0125 on 14 May ATC-112=2 was struck by two RPG-7 rocket rounds

while anchored for the night on the Cua Viet River 1 miles from Cua

Viet, There were no personnel casualties, but one of the rounds penetrated
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into the engine room on the starbowrd side aft just above the waterline,
The second round partially detonated and lodged between the bar trigger
armor and the hull, midships, EOD personnel removed and destroyed the
rocket,

On 29 May COMRIVDIV 112 with one CCB, three monitors and three
troopcarriers embarked in USS GUNSTON HALL (ISD5) for return to the MRF
in the Delta, Lieutenent D, F, HOUSER, USN, remained at Cua Viet with
six troopcarriers to continue operations with CTF CLEARWATER,

¥

MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE UNITS

On 3 May Admiral John J, HYLAND, USN, Commander-in-Chief, U, S,
Pacific Fleet, visited the MRB for an up-date briefing on MRF operations,
He also presented awards to several MRF personnel, including the Silver
Star Medal to Boatswain's Mate First Class Vernon M, WARE, USN, of River
Assault Division 111,

Three days later the first increment of River Assault Squadron
THIRTEEN officially joined the MRF after a day of test firing and traine
ing.

On 11 May River Assault Squadron FIFTEEN was commissioned with
Commander Walter C, DEAL, Jr,; USN, as its first commander. The admin-
istrative and operational comtrol of the new assault squadron was assigned

to COMPHIPPAC until COMRIVRON FIFTEEN deploys and reports to COMRIVFLOT
ONEQ
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On 25 May USS VERNON COUNTY (1ST1161) felieved USS TOM GREEN COUNTY
(LST1159) as the MRF support LST,

On 28 May Colonel .Robert ARCHER, USA, assumed command of the 2nd
Brigade of the U, S, 9th Infantry Division, He replaced Colonel Bert A,
DAVID, USA, who served as the Brigade Commender since 1 August 1967,

During the month, rats have been noted aboard the pontoons and boats
of the MRF, Al1 available protective measures were taken to prevent the
rodents from boarding the ships; Assistance was requested from the local
Preventative Medicine Unit at Dong Tam, and they provided rat poison suit-
able for use on the pontoons.and bogté. Relocation of the MRB and stricter
control of the handling of garbage and refusc have contributed to » less-
ening of the number of rats noted on the pontoons,

Since arriving on station with the MRF after a ship conversion period,
USS COLLETON (APB36) with its improved medical spaces has served ° z;a a
primary casuslty receiving facility for all elements of the HRF.. :I‘he medi-
cal staffing of the facility was jointly provided by U, S, Axmy/Navy elements
of the MRF and are listed below:

1 general surgeon,, 9th Medical Battalion, USA

2 general medical officers, 9th Medical Battalien, USA
1 dermatologist, 9th Medical Battalion, USA

1 general medical officer, USS COLLETON, USN

1 anesthesist, captain, Nurse Corps, USA

1 ward supervisor nurse, captain, Nurse Corps, USA

The enlisted medical personnel of the ship and the "D¥ Medical Company,

9th Medical Battalion were united into an effective casualty receiving
and treatment team,
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The following statistics for the period 26 January to 27 April 1968

reflect this capability:
(1) Total number of patients treated at surgical facility aboard

COLLETON:
January 1k
February 325
March 223
April 322

(2) Totsl number of casualties received as a result of wounds

sustained in hostile actions

January 6
February 2%5
March 176
April 208

(3) Total number of casualties evacuated electively to hospitals
ashore after definitive surgical treatment (usually one to two days

after combat):

January S
February 97
March 50
April 50
(4) Total number of casvalties admitted as in-patientss
Jamary 9
February sk
¥arch 93
April 3

73 CONFIDENTIAL

Sndissetd,

. N DR e - SN

P e b KRS A e 2




AT A PR AT O AN TR AR e T g e r - v —— —las

YIAIN LA VAD THI NI SNOILVEIIO

(i

*Avy 2 souTH~q

*ady 0¢ ysnquy-)

*Ley g~ady of desmg JHSH-g
*Ley g2\ “Sz°¢ 0833 Y~-v

CONFIDENTIAL
:
CONFIDENTIAL

A 1t o -
mem\nw.. .wﬁfm 2 h@.u




s T oy
Rl T s

w i s, 2?;:!;‘

CONFIDENTIAL

TASK FORCE CLEARWATER

Task Force CLEARWATER continued its mission of expediting and pro-
tecting logistic craft movement on the Perfume and Cua Viet rivers during
May, Although the level of enemy activity remained low along the Perfume
River, attempts to interdict craft on the Cua Viet River increased utiliz-
ing both mining and ambush along the waterway as well as rocket and artil-
lery attacks on the Dong Ha and Cua Viet staging areas, The Naval Support
Activity, Detachment, Cua Viet and nearby areas received at least 15 rocket
or artillery attacks during the month and the Dong Ha ramp war hit twice,

The month started with a brief delay in logistic movement on the Cua
Viet River, Following & 30 April ambush about one mile east of Dong Ha
the river had been closed to logistic craft and two Marine companies began
a search of the ambush site, The minesweeping operation on the morning
of the 1st was stopped near the ambush site where the Marines were engaged
with what developad to be an estimated enemy battalion, Logistic movement
resumed at 1300 when the fighting on the river bank subsided, Mortars,
rocket, automatic weapons and small arms fire continued further inland
throughout much of the dgy, The Marines supported by alr strikes and artil-
lery had counted about 150 NVA bodies at this time on the lst as the action
contimued intermittently until the 8th,

The most significant development of the month occurred on the 2nd
when the enemy was caught in the act of preparing magnetic influence

mines on the Cua Viet River, At 0230 Patrol Boat 24 using infra-red
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11lumination observed a group of people on the north bank of the river

T

sRee Rl

just south of continuing Marine operations through the 30 April-ambush

area, After illuminating the ares v'zj.th white light the craft was able
to identify about 25 NVA in full battle dress and 5 others in black suits
that appeared to be ‘wet. The enemy wai immediately taken under fire with
M=79 grenade launchers, Two were seen to fall as the group fled to the
northwest, Patrol boats 21 and 28 joined in the action as two iarge ob-

Jects, each about six feet long and one foot in diameter were spotted

near the water's edge, These cbjects were taken under fire resulting in

a large explosion with a 4O foot ball and several secondary detonations,

Several additional can shaped objects were observed and taken under fire,

one of which contimied to burn for over an hour, As the craft continued

to patrol the area a large group of NVA were observed in the open about

40O yards northeast of the previous encounter, Heavy small arms fire was

received from this group as they were again engaged with M=79's, Friendly
machine guns could not be employed due to the proximity cf friendly forces
inland, A heavy rain broke off the action at 0500, Navy EOD personnel

called to the scene at 0800 discovered one completely assembled magnetic

influence mine and part of another, The search of the river by EOD per=

sonnel continued for several days and by the Sth a total of six mines had

been located,

Attacks on patrol craft on the rivers were wery frequent early in

the month, From the lst through the Tth patrols and logisties craft om
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the Cua Viet River were fired on by enemy rockets, artillery or mortars
P a total of 13 times, No casualties and only minor damage resulted from
these attacks, Action on the Perfume River was less frequent, however,
ono Navymen was wounded when YFU-6l was hit by a BslO rocket on the 6th
Jjust cast of the Hue ramp, Early on the morning of the 7th 2 PBR patrol

section received ‘heavy automatic weapons and rocket fire from the same
location, Two additional PBR sections moved to assist in the action
which wounded eight men, twotseriously, Three PER's 77, 80 and 84 were
damaged before the six boats:could clear the area, Four craft remained
in the vicinity to block anyrpossible river crossing, Artillery, directed
by a Marine forward observer on a PBR, was fired into the ambush site and
fixed wing air strikes hit the area at first light. Logistic craft were
held at Tan My until Army airborne units completed a sweep of the area
that afternoon, Another ambush from this same location on the 10th
wounded one man,

The most serious damage from rocket and arti’ .ery attacks on staging
areas occurred on the avening of 1 May when Cua Viet received about 60
incoming rounds, Five craft were damaged and six men were wounded, The
next night the evemy narrowly missed causing major damage when some of
69 incoming artillery rounds bracketed the YOG in the turning basin at
Cua Viet, The largest attack on Cua Viet took place on the 25th when a
total of 111 artillery or rocket rounds hit the base and nearby instal-

lations during the early morning hours causing no damage {o Navy units,
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Monitor boat captain, BML Mack HAMBRICK, USN, eyes the shoreline of the
Cua Viet River during an escort for cargo hauling utility boats,
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However, nearby Marine installation received significant damage, One
more attack on the 28th wounded one man at Cua Viet,

On four occasions during the month PBR's on the Cua Viet River
were hailed by children on shore in o2rder to turn in weapons and ammuni-
tion they had found near their villages, Several claymore mines, various
U, S, grenades, B=-40 rocket rounds, 5,56 and AK-L47 ammunition were turned
over to the river patrols by children. duwring May,

The latter part of the month saw action fall off siizhtly on the
rivers, Logistics operations on the Cua Viet were delayed briefly on
the 23rd after the capture of two armed Viet Cong on the river bank
along with explosives and detonators and other indications that the enemy
had planted mines, Most of the units from TF 117 which had been attached
to CLEARWATER since March were returned to the Makong D+lta after addi-
tional PBR's were received at Cua Viet late in May, It had been determined

that contimious patrol and daily mine sweepirg along with the river security

provided by troops ashore was the best means to meet the existing threat,
Logistic craft were dispatched when ready oncs the river wes cleared daily,
The patrol functione that CCB's and monitors had been employed in on the
Cua Viet could be more efficiently handled by PBR!'s and ICPL's, However,

six ATC's were retained at Cua Viet for mine sweeping,

I
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG

Operations by the Naval Support Activity (NAVSUPPACT), Danang con-
tinued \at a high level throughout May, Eleven of the tonnage records
established in April were surpassed by May carge operations, These new
records includeds 380,878 short-ton monthly throughput at Danang; 5,821
short-ton monthly backload at Dong Ha; and 813,255 measurement-ton monthly
throughput for the combined I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) ports,

The I Corps population buildup began to level off in May and was
reflected in a slight decrease in demands, The total of 199,009 supply
demands was down rom April's vecord of 208,541, but was still 12,5 pere
cent above the March riguro; Overall gross supply effectiveness in May
for Danang and Chu Lai combined dropped slightly to 87,1 percent from
April's 88,5 percemt, At the zame time the overall net supply effective-
ness m down from April's 91 percent to 89,9 percent for Mar, Again the
Army was the largest customer with 129,314 or 62 percent. of the total
demands,

Fuel transfer operations on the Cua Viet and Perfume rivers were
not subject to as much enemy irterdictior as earlier in the year, How-
ever, increased rocket and artillery attacks on the Cua Vist basc caused
one disruption, On 25 May 17 fuel bladders were destroyed by an enemy
attack resulting in the loss of 170,000 gallons of product, Uxtil the
bladders were repluced on 28 May direct support was provided using AMMI
barges with an AOG on station as floating storage, Daily river transit
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capzbility remained at 200,000 gallons on the Perfume River and 3L(,000

gallons on the Cua Viet River, Total POL issues for May were up o

1,425,000 gallons per day,

At the Danang Freight Terminsl the second female hatch tesa bsgan

work on 18 May, During the last half of the month, one berth was vacant

for 7 days, two berths 5 days, and three otherberthsl day, Incoming

ammunition was espscially low with one period of eight days with no amm-

nition ships in port, However, by the end of the month both ammunition

and general cargo traffic were picking up,

Water supply in the Danang area became a problem during May, Al-

though supply was able to keep up with the demand, it was anticipated
that demands would continue to increase as the supp’y of water steadily

decreazed during the dry swmmer months, A water cunservation program was

initiated to help eliminate the problem, A ney dam on Monkey Mountain

was completed and an effort was begun to store as: much water as possible
in this 1,900,000 gallon storage site,

At Cua Viet rockat or artillery attacks on the NAVSUPPACT dstache
ment base numbered 12 during the month with 2 additional attacks on tha
Dong Ha ramp, The Hue ramp was hit once by enemy rockets and mortars,

Two craft on the Perfume River were hit by RPG/rocket fire resulting in

one wounded and minor material damage, Also on the Perfums River PBR

patrols were taken under heavy automatic weapons fire twice, wounding
nine and damaging three of the patrol boats,

CONFIDENTIAL 82




’rw“t .

&

]

i,
ok

BT s
> Ll AR A

Py L2 g 0 BT o -
i B
. o AT RS

Wikl
e rﬁ(;f‘.f' THERY:

Py

SRt st Sl

Mot 5
RO eyt

e

T~
S s S S S T

£
g
i
£

CONFIDENTIAL

At Danang early on 5 May seversl military installations were hit
in a widsspread rocket and mortar attack, No NAVSUPPACT installations
were damaged seriously and total NAVSUPPACT personnel casualties were
eight, This wellwcoordinated attack in which all targets were hit ale
most simultaneously was the first having cargo handling facilities in
Danang as a primary target, At about 0130 five 122-pm rockets impacted
near the bridge ramp, Two of them hit the forward main deck of MSTS
1ST 822 resulting in the following casualties to Army persomnel; 3
killed, L missing, and 23 wounded, Two rounds which landed on the ramp
caused winor damage and killed one Navyman, At the same time the trans-
zdtter site took heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire from several
directions, One bunker was attacked with B-LO rockets and the living
cempound was hit with 82.mm mortars, One Navy sentry dog handler was
killed and one encmy was killed attempting to penetrate the perimeter
wire, At the ferry landing minor dmage resulted when one rocket landed
in the lumber cargo .aboard. YFU-Si, Minor damage to one waxrd was caused
by five rocicets which hit the northwest corner of the NAVSUPPACT, Danang
station hospital, There wers several near misses at the supply depot
during this attack,

Total admissions at the station hospital reached the record level
of 2,542, inciuding 115 prisoners of war, Of these, 1,272 were battle
casualties, The daily average patient census was 450 and at the month's
end the patient load stood at hiO, including 59 prisoners, During the
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month: &- total of $18 patients: were evacusted out of Vietnam.and 858 were
returned t4 ~du%yc

At the end of the momth-the NAVSUPPACT, Danang personnel level was
9,439 and’ the total U, S, and other Free World forces supported in I Corps .y
totaled: 200,148, L
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON
Enexy action during May caused several delays in logistics and cone

struction activity far Naval Support Activity (NAVSUPPACT), Saigon, The
Viet Corg infiltrations of the Saigon/Chclon area caused an approximate
LO. percent, reduction in civil’ ‘n man=hours worked during the month, A

further strain on available manpower was the need to divert men to come

S N N 31 o e kAT o P 70 N

pound and warehouse guard duties, In addition, & total of eight rocket
or mortar attacks hit NAVSUPPACT, Saigon detachments during May,

In spite of this enemy harassment the overall gross supply effectivse
ness increased to 69 pexcent in May from April's 62 percent, Overall net
supply effectiveness rose from 73 to 82 porceni. Absence of the work
force from the 506th Field Depot during the Viet Cong activity in the
area degraded support of common items received from the Armmy,

Surface craft assigned to NAVSUPPACT, Saigon transported L,623
short-tons of carge to units supported in the II, III, and IV Corps areas
during May, This is more than twice the April total, Aircraft assigned
to NAVSUPPACT, Saigon included two Cel17's, one US-2B, and three UH-34's,
These aircraft carried 40,000 pounds of—cargo and 3,160 passengers dure
ing the period 25 April through 25 May 1968,

During May warehouse space in Saigon contirued to be a problem,
Attempts to obtain additional space from Headquarters Area Command were
made as all available NAVSUP?AO’I‘, Saigon spaces remained filled, Future
relief by completion of the ;{ewport warehousing facility is possible and
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the priorty of that project was upgraded,
On 17 May a NAVSUPPACT, Saigon C~117 was struck by ground fire on
its approach to Binh Thuy, One round hit the left part of the fusiisge,

penetrating the bottom and exiting through the top, No significant dame ) i
age or personnel casualties resulted, Enemy harassment of the Dong Tam
Detachment was unusually frequent during May, Mortar attacks were come

o ML I S o ek e e

ducted on Ly S, 6, 7 and 30 May, The orly casualties resulted from the
30 May attack were two detachment personnel wounded and nine others from
YRBM=17 were ‘wounded, Two other craft and five buildings received minor
damage, & mortar attack on Vinh Long on 21 Mxy produced no damsge or
personnel casualties, Nha Be was attacked on 12 and 30 May with nolNAV~
SUPPACT damage or casualties, During both attacks the nqarby Shell tank
farm was also hit by rockets or mortars, On the 30th two tanks were hit
and set afire, A detachment fire truck was sent to the tank farm to pro-
vide assistance,

Use of the Nha Be heliport by Army helicopters to amm 2ad refuel
reached a point which began to overload NAVSUPPACT cspabilities to supe
port them in addition to meeting operational requirements for TF 116
and the Senior Advisor, Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ), Although the fae
cility is available to support any helicopter to rearm and refuel for
immediate combat, the general pattern of visits by Army units indicate
that their visits to Nha Be are not always to meet urgent combat needs,
An average of 57 Army helicopters land at Nha Be daily with as many as
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16 helicopters on the ground at one time, particularly during the noon ‘
. meal, In order to continue this level of support the Ammy was requested
to provide Nha Be with regular deliveries of ammnition from Army supplies

v
i

. and reimbursement for fuel given Army units, ’
v . Including Naval Support Facility, Cam Ranh Bay and all assigned &
i - 4
craft personnel on board NAVSUFPACT, Saigoen at the end of May totaled
g 3,069, an increase of 176 over April,
f
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¥

A portion of the widened Col Co Road, Work on the route between Hue

and Tan My by NMCB-8 includes both dredge sand and laterite £ill which
will be followed by soil cementing,
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE
Eneny activity during May did not significantly hamper Seabee cone

strustion projects, Although work on road upgrading progreessed well dure
ing the month, one setback was received drring a 29 May rainstorm, The
eight inches of rain which poursd on the Dorg Ha and Camp Evans areas
caused mumerous washouts and erosion damsge, Also on 2l May the south
end of Liberty Bridge was burned by the enemy, About, 1,200 feel of the
2,040 foot span crossing the Thu Bon River south of Danang was dectroyed,
Other enemy attacks on Seabee units and facilities during May
caused minor damage to equipment and installations and wounded 13 men,
At about 0300 on the Sth, npproxé.utoly 25 enexy rockets impacted in the
Quang Tri Combat Base, No hits were received in the Seabee camp area
and no damage was incurred, One man suffered minor wounds, Between 0200
and 0330 on the dans day, the quarry site of Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion FIVE-EIGHT (NMCB 58) four miles west of the Gia Le Combat Base
received 3L rounds of enemy 82-mm mertar firve, No casualties or damage
resulted, Also on the 6th minor damage to an NMCB 58 truck resulted
from enexy small arms fire 35 miles west of Hoi An, The camp Evans Come
bat Base was his by twenty L22-mm rockets shortly after G100 on the same
date, No damage or casualties resulted from this attack nor from another
attack om the morning of the 6th against the MMCB 9 quarry site 11,4 miles
south east of Phv Bai, Im this attack :rcoming 82-mm mortar fire was re-
* turned by Seabes 8l-mm mortars and Marine 105-mm howitsers, Other mortar
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attacks on the NMCB 9 quarry sité on the 8th and 10th also failed to
cause any damage or casuilties,

On the 1iith an NMCB 11 two and one~half ton truck struck a mine .

one wile northwest of the Quing Tri Combat Bass causing minor wounds 6
five Sesbees and heavily damaging the vehicle, More casulaties resulted
from an artillery attack on the sime day which kit the NMCB 5 camp at the
Dong Ha Combat Base, Two men were seriously wounied and one received minor
wounds, One vehicle and the enlisted club received major damage, Two
more Seabees were wounded on the afternoon of the llith when an NMCB 58

work detail was attacked by small arms and a command detonated ine 3

niles west of Hoi An,

On 19 May Camp Evans was againhit by 122-mm rockets in the early
evening causing no damage or casualties, A mortar attack and light ground
assault was directed at the Gia Le Cuzbat Base at 0025 on ths 2lst, The
attack vas repulsed with no friendly casualties, A quarry detail) frem
NMCB 58 was hit for the thirl time in the month on the same night, Ale
though some equipment was damaged, there were no personnsl casualties,

On the 22nd an NMCE 8 road crew working on Route 551 six and one<half
miles north east of Hue was attacked by small arms and mortar fire which
inflicted no casualties, Camp Barnes reccived three unknown caliber
incoming rounds early on the 27th which caused minor damage to service
facilities but no personnel casualties,

Construction programs on the road upgrade program included widening
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of 60 percent of the 7,5 mile portion of Route 9 between Dong Ha snd Cai
le, Five of seven bridges on this section of the rvad have:bedenuyida_ned
to MACV standards, On Route 1 a 280 foot timber bridge is being constructed
13 miles south of Quang Tri and widening of the road continued both north
and south of Camp Evans, Approximately 50 percent of the dredge sand fill
for the Col Co Road was in place by the end oi lhy.\ Soil cementing and
placement of the rock base had started at the Tan My end of this road,
Work was also started on the southern Hue by-pass fxom :he end of the Col
Co Road to Route 1, Culverts were constructed to replace five short, nare
row bridges on the Col Co Road, A LOO foot timber bridge on this section
vas completed and work continyed on another 180 foot timber bridge, Fund-
ing was received for land acquistion which had delayed work on widening
the Hue by-pass,

Rock production capabilities were iscreased during May when a Sea-
bee detail set up a camp at Cam Lo and a 200 tons per hour rock crushing
operation, Production at this site should begin in early June, At Camp
Deshurley another detail began to open a second quarry and set up a 200
tons per hour rock crusher, By the end of the month the crusher pads
were placed, work had started on the head wall, siripping operations had
begun, and construction of the haul road was underwsy, During May the
existing quarry and rock crushing operation at Camp Deshurley produced
an average of 885 tons per day, Production at the Nan Hoa quarry averaged
530 tons per dsy, Security conditions limited both quarries to caytime
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cperations only, A critical shortage of rock continued to exist as barge
ing operations to move rock in the I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) remained
below required levels, The arrival of six additional barges on 2l May
brought the total of barges available to 15 with 10 more expected in Junse,
During May a total of 20,500 tons of rock was barged north from Danang,

Other developments included the contimuation of the large scale
logistic offort within the I CTZ, A total of 32,662 measurement-tons of cargo
were shipned to Seabee and Marine units outside the Danang area, Tactie-
cal support construction accounted for over S50 percent of the Seabee work-
load as it will contimue to do so in ths forseeable future, Reassigmment
of vertical construction from Seabees to contractors considerably reduced
the backlog at Chu Lai, During May Seabees were tasked with the bridge
construction required to reopen the railroad betwen Danang and Hus, In
late May a SO-man Seabee detachment was sent to Saigon to take part in
Operation DONG TAM, They will work on the construction of houses for
Vietnamesy who lost their homes in recent enemy action, During May NACB
10 at Quarg Tri was relieved by NMCB 11 and NMCB 1 relieved NMMCB 9 at
Camp Hoover in Danang,
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MILITARY PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC ACTION OPERATIONS

Psychological operations continued to be stressed by all naval
units in their respective operational areas of responsibility during the
month, As an adjunct to a more active program, a conference was held at
Cam Ranh Bay on 25«26 May with attendees from all naval units throughout
the Republic of Vietnam, It was the consensus of the attendees that the
Navy had made definite inroads in the field of psychological operations
and that expanded efforts were achieving some desired reqults, It was
also determined that a better organization and authorization for trained
psychological operations personnel must be forthcoming if a truly progres-
sive and continuous program is to be achieved,

There were a total of 13 Viet Cong that rallied to USN and Viet-
namese naval units under the Chieu Hoi program, Leaflet distribution
and surface broadcasts contimied to be the main avernue of addressing the
various target audiences, On 15 May, however, TF 115 PBH's assisted in
the execution of the IV Corps Tactical Zone (IV CTZ) CORDS initiated Op-
eration KON TIKI, The mission of the operation was to reach the people
in the Delta that lived in areas comple tely cortrolled by the Viet Cong,
The PBR's deposited plastic packages, containing psychological operations
material and mmall gifts, in the rivers and canals leading imto the Viet
Cong controlled areas, The packages were designed to float allowing the
tide to carry them to the targeted areas,

Harrassment of craft conducting surface broadcast missions continued
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The MEDCAP program provides medical assistance for those living near Sea-
bee Team compound, Here HML Harold GUTSCHER, USN, of Seabee Team 5802,
located at Soc Trang, examines a young infant as the mother looks on,
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at an acceleratédipace, Thigty-oight Toudspeaker \ms'sfons were conducted

with a total of 18 of the toate drawing hostile fire, It was stated by

one FBR sailor 'bhat 1L you: want. to. draw -enemy fire start. broadcasting "
; In the £i6)d of civic aotion naval wnits mostly directed their ef-

forts to a,idim the Vietnameao rebuild batt:.e-damgedhomqg wrought by
Viet Cong assavlts, In most cases the Navymen provided technicel expertise

and materidl to:assist in these self-help projects coordinated with local
Vietnamese officials,

Thers were 39 MEDCAP's conducted during which time in excess of 7600
peoplg were treated, In addition Seabee Team corpesmen treated 6,850 pat-
ients, 85 of which wers battle wounds, There were 1l Seabee Teams in
country with the 15th and last team of the current expansion due to arrive
in June,

In Quarg Tri Province, Seabees of Mobile Construction Battalion TEN
presentod a total of seven new bicycles and numerous sacks of cement to a
‘protestant church-orphanage, a catholic mission and a buddhist pagoda as
a t?ken of friendship, As a result of the enemy attack on Saigon in early
May, many civilians were killed and their homes lost due to artillery from
both sides, In order to rogtore the U, S, 1mag9 vhich suffered in Districts
6 and 8 of Saigon primarily, Operation DONG TAM, a crash cleamup and refugee
housing project, was initiated by COMUSMACV with heavy particivation by
Mobile Construction Battalion 58,

IR
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3 SALVAGE_OPERATIONS

On S May an ICM=-3, belonging to the Naval Support Activity Saigon

e

Detachment at Sa Dec, sunk at the Thuong Thoi Special Force camp 2 miles

“5 south of Tan Chau in Chau Doc Province, Light Iift Craft ONE (YLIC-1)

3 under the operational comtrol of CTF 117 got underwsy from Dorg Tem at

b 1300 oh 7 May and commenced & 10-hour transii up the Mekong River en route

b

to the salvage scene,

The next morning the divers made their initial salvage survey, The
ICM had beached at the base of a high river bank; had taken on water with.
out it being noticed by the crewmembers; and slid stern first off it
beaching point and came to rest on the bottom of the river with its bow
out of the water at a 60° angle, The Initial attempt to fully raise the
craft was unsuccessful and the boat was lowered back down into the river,
The 1lifting strap was then shortened and the second attempt to raise the
craft was successful, The LCM wes towed back to Dong Tam in accordance

with NSAS Detachment Sa Dec desires and turned over to the Naval Support
Activity Detachment at Dong Tam for disposition,

On the niglt of S May the Vietnamese Navy Patrol Gunboat Motor SIX
ONE ONE (PGM~611), while on routine patrol in the Gulf of Thailand, grounded
on shoal rocks off the northwest corner of Phu Quoc Island 2 miles south
of Cambodian terriorial waters, Attempts to free the stranded ship with
a tow from PGM 601 proved futile and U, S, Navy salvage assistence was

requested,
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Patrol Motor Gunboat (PGM) 607 rides peacefully at anchor awaiting
possible trouble, The boat is the same class as the POM Navy salvage
crews pulled from the rocks nesr the Cambodian border in May 1968,
Early the following day & salvage officer anl four divers from Har- :
bor Clearance Unit ONE detachment (HCU-1) at Vung Tau were flown to the
scens, and USS DELIVER (ARS-23) got underway from Danang to proceed to
the salvage scens and provide assistance, ‘
The external survey by HCU.l divers revealed that slightly more .
than half of the 10l-foot ship was hard aground on large rocks with
one large rock protruding into the port bottom of the ship at frame 75,
The screws, shafts and rudder were bent; the shaft struts were torn ‘

loose from the hull; and the ship was listing 15 degrees, Much of the
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underwater hull ‘was- inaccessible because: the: ship was quite:lively in.
three-foot swells, The intermal survey revealed that the .engine :room
Lorward ‘crews berthing, sfter orews bething: and the. steering gear lazae
rette were all flooded,

DELIVER arrived .on the scene. at 1700:0n:9 .May,. and the divers then
went into-the flooded compartments with shallow water: gear o clear de-
bris and conduct an extensive internal survey, An arounde=theeclock work
schadule was established for the salvage crews, who immediately commenced
the renoval of all rubble and debris from the flooded spaces,

On 11 May, after a full day of patching up the ship, the off-loading
of all 4O-mm somunition, setting up the pumps, and dewatering of the ship
commenced, The patrol boat dewatered very rapidly and a tow was attempted
by PGM 600 and DELIVER's work boat, The effort failed, when the tow line
parted and some water plugs gave away causing the boat to. reflood, Patche
ing was recommenced and the following day the reflocded compartments were
again dewatered,

At 0933 on 12 May, POM 6)1 was afloat and free after being pulled
off the rocks by PGM 600, The patrol boat was brought alongside DELIVER
for more permanent repairs in preparation for a 329%-mile ocean tow to Vung
Tau, On 1} May the two ships arrived at Vung Tau, The next day PGM 611
was turned over to the Vietnamese Navy LSSL 225 for tow to the Saigon
Naval Shipyard,

On 16 May the Public Works Advisor of Ding Tuong Province requested
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U, .S, Navy salvage assistance in raising the spare ferry pontoon which-
sank in the vicinity of My Tho.'\ The pontoon- had been previously raised
on 21 March at the Kien Hoa PFerry site and brought to My Tho. for civilian
repair,

YLIC 5 with-Team 4 of HCU=)l embarked arrived at My Tho on 21 May
and found the ferry landing barge with eight feet of water over the main
deck at low tide, The barge was of concrete construction and consisted
of nine separeats cells,

After five days of pumping and patching, a total of five cells
were dewatered, 7Two of the damaged cells were deeply embedded in the
md and were holding down the damaged side of the pontoon, Afer removing
mud and silt by educting and washing it from the damaged cells, the sal-
vage team inflated 16 float ballons into the cells -for added 1ift and
prepositioned pumps to obtain a greater pumping advantage,

A major 1ift effort was attempted on 29 May and the ferry landing
barge was refloated at 1115, The Provincial Public Works Department took
custody of the barge, and had it towed to a new position in the repair
yard, thereby, completing the salvage job,
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COMMUNICATIONS

The COMNAVFORV Message Center once again estab}ig’hed a nev mornithly
h:i.'gh for message handling by processing_a total of 131,721 messages, an
inprefaa__e.'of 12,562 over the April total, A proportionate increase of
.gggffj.c.d,p“aervicipgﬁ message centers was also noted,

During the moiith, piuming and déevelopment of vocabulary réquire-
ments were éomp‘.leted by representatives of COMNAVFORV, DIRNSA and in-coune
try security teams to provide operationsl codes (OPCODES) for local use
by TF 116, and TF 117, It was determined that the existing OPCODES held
by MARKET TIME forces wers adequate, CTF 116 and CTF 117 requirements,
because of thg unique character of patrol and assault operations in the
Mekong Delta, could not be satisified by existing codes and as a result,
new ones were developed, Rptionale and content of the proposed codes was
approved, and it was determined that 90 days or less wu;d be requived
for production and distribution of the codes for CTF 117, The special OPe
CODE for CTF 116 has already been distributed and will become effective
and operational on 1 July 1968,

The status of Project CLARINET SEAWARD (upgrading commnications
facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters, the Coastal Surveillance Centers
and GAME WARDEN bases) was as follows:

SITE BOD (Beneficial Occupancy Date) STATUS

CNFV - Complete

Binh Thuy - Complete

Nha Be - Complete

An Thoi -a Building con=
struction,
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STIE BOD EST COMP  STATUS 3
An_ Thot (Cont 'd)~ = cew awaiting installation team, ;
Qui Nhon - 1 JUIY Installation in progress, )
Nha Trang 8 AvUG * Construction to start week
' of 3 June,
Vung Taw 15 AUG (Est) * Cholon hut for lighthouse

personnel to be complete
S June, installation in
ngmme to start i June,

Sa Dec - - * Awaiting installation team
My Tho - - * Awaiting installation team
Vinh long 15 JON » NSA Saigon installing power

T RN L o A% i, cnastie P

cables, complete 15 June
than ready for installation
tean,

# Upon completion of Qui Nhon, the installation team will work An Thoi,
Sa Dec, My Tho and Vinh Long in that order,

! _ Wnile awaiting the completion of Project CLARINET SEAWARD, an interim

"get well" program was in:l.tiated to improve comnlcations at the Coastal

§ Surveillance Centers at Vung Tau, An Thoi and Nha Trang, Teams from NAVSUPP-
ACT Saigon have been at these stations bringing the existing equipment up to
optimum perromncg and instructing station personnel in operation and maine
tenance procedures, Nha Trang and Vung Tau sites have been completed with
considerable improvement noted and the coguunication facilities at An Thol
were sti_ll_being worked on at month's end,

) Equipment shortages continue to plague various naval communication

: programs throughout the couptry. Additional equipment has been programmed
and requested for MSTS tugs, Naval Intelligence Liaison Ottiger field loca-
: tions and boats operating on the Cua Viet and Perfume rivers, Additional

telephone circuits have been requested for COMNAVSUPPACT Danang detachments
at Cua Viet and Tan My,
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The activation of the Nha Trang Automatic Digital Message Switching
Center (ADMSC) scheduled for 20 May 1968 was delayed until 3 June cue to
problems of processor and memory failures, low system reliability encoun-
tered dur:!.ng operational testing and the lack of qualified maintenance
personnel, The effect of this was to delay the entry of several potential
Marine Corps Tgletype subscribers to the Nha Trang AUTODIN Switch into the
AUTODIN system,.”,. . . i Ee |

During the month of Ma\;.zE the decision lgas n}_a:de to equip .vt:he high speed

ol \-u;j

UNIVAC 100& terminal assignec} to COHNAVSU,PPA"T Danang wﬂ?;'t?h«?eletyﬁe capa-
bility, pernrltting the relea%e of three low speed Mode v teletyne “terminals,
The requisite degree of reli?bility for entry to and delivery from the
AUTODIN system of high precedence messages wj.ll be provided by reterminating
the high speed terminal to the Phu Lam ADMSC, This will permit the termir ls
of COMNAVSUPPACT Danang and the III Marine Amphibious Force to function as

alternates for each other in the event of terminal equipment failure,
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Admiral John J, HYLAND, USN, Commanderein-Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet
(right) and Rear Admiral Kenneth L, VETH, USN, Commander U, S, Naval
Forces, Vietnam, with USS BENEWAH in the background, during Admiral
HYLAND's visit to U, S, Naval installations in Vietnam in May 1968,
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-ORGANIZATION AND: COMMAND.

On 2 Haur, Admiral John J, H!LAND, USN, COnmander-in-chier, U, S. ‘
Pacmc Fleet, viaited CO}INAVFORV for an up=-date brieﬁng on U, S, Navy
operations in Vietnam, The following day Adriral HYLAND v.lsited CTG ns.h
and the naval activity at An Thoi on Phu Quoc Island in the Gulf of Thai-
la@. Later that afternoon the adnira‘.l. flew to. the USS BENEWAH (APB35),

flagship of the Mobile mvgrine Fom, where he received an up-dato brief-
ing on r:lvcrim'operatiom. . ‘

On 15 May, Captain George SHAW-CORTHORN, USN, assumed command of Task Force .
CLEARWATER from Captain Gerald W, SMITH, USN, in a change-of-command cere-
mony at the Navyl Support Activity Danang Detachment at Cua Viet,

On 16 May, Csptain Roy B, HOFFMAN, i!su, relieved Commander Alan G,
HODGE, USN, as Cowmander Coastal Flotilla ONE (Task Force 115), Commander
HODGE was the acting COMCOSFLOT ONE since 23 March when the former commande
ing officer's health forced his return to the Unitgd States,

17 l(!y,'Rear Admirsal John V, SMITH, USN, prospective Commander
Amphibious Force, U, S, Pacific Fleet, commencel a comprehensive 7-day
indoctrination towr of naval .activities throughout South Vietnam, Included
in Rear Admiral SMITH's itinerary were visite to Naval Support Activity
Danang; the _Coaata:l Surveillance quco headquarters at Cam Ranh Bay; the
Saigon headquarters of COMNAVFORV and COMNAVSUPPACT Saigor; the Mobile
Riverine Base at Dong Tam; the River Patrol Force (Operation GAME WARDEN)
headquarters at Binh Thwy,
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Pacific, conducted a two~day visit to South Vietnam, Included in Admiral . “
SHARP!s itinerary was a visit to CTF 116 headquarters at Binh Thuy where

he received an up-date bri?fing on GAME WARDEN operations,

On the fgllowing day, General D, de Brigata Mariote Jaime NEVARES,
Argentine Army, and a party of five Argentine Army/Air Force/Navy Officers '
visited the Motile Riverine Base at Dong Tam, where they ware given an
orientation briefing on the Mobile Riverine Force concept, The Argentine ,)
observers also visited the GAME WARDEN base at Binh Thuy for a briefing
on PBR operations, On 20 May the Argentine observers were briefed on
Coastal Surveillance qu:co operations at the MARKET TIME headquarters of
CIF 115 at Cam Ranh Bay, Following the briefing the general and his
party were taken on a tour of the Naval Support Facilit‘y at Cam Ranh Bay
and aboard a FCF ("Swift boat"),

On 27 Hq? Rear Admiral Harvey P, LANHAM, USN, Commander Fleet Air,
Western Pacific, arrived at Danang and commenced a L-day tour of U. S,

Naval aviation tacil:!.tiea and activities in Vietnam, After a leday towr

of NAVSUPPACT Danang, Read Admiral LANHAM visited the Naval Air Support
Unit at Chu Laij the Naval Air Facility at Cam Ranh Bay; Helicopter (1ight)
:A.ttack Squadron THREE facilities at Vung Tau and Binh Thuy, His itinerary
also :j.nclpdec_l visits to the Saigon headquarters of COMNAVFORV where he
received a command briefing and to COHFAIMESTPAC Detachment for operational
briefing and a tour of Tan Son Nhut Air Base,
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ver .o o o -+ RELIGIOUS-ACTIVITIES . .ov0 - - ou . §
L. \ [ S P :
The enenw's Ha.y offensive, hio firet major effort since 'ret, g

v < .
i % 8oL

. dee.lt with in such a manner as to reflect t.he real proreesionaliem a.nd

e, Woa ot

R stamina of our ﬁ.ghting men. The ground and rocket att.e.cke throughout

s . .,} I VI o

RVN eemd only to etrengthon a.nd bring the allied and RVNAF forces

.'.'w,%c

t.ogogﬁer toward ﬁhe comon goal or repelling the enemy. Juet. as during
the Tet Ofteneive in Febmary, the NVA/VC tailod in their efforte to
overwheln the GVN or cause disorientation or schism within ite orgeni-
gation. y o |
"Men on the move" betitted the Navy chaplains as they sought out i
the servicemen throughout t.he country-s:lde, offering strength for t.heir
convietione. A total of 15,010 men attended a67 Divine Servicee thie i
nont.h. The chaplains were also teeked with the responeibilitiee of
couneelling, minietering to the sick, wonnded or dying, Bible etudiee,

“nstructional classes, baptisms, memorial servicea, guest. speaking,

Y S

preparing letters of guidance or ertielee for publication. vand civic
action projects., Each chaplain fourd it necessary to.go out in the
tiold to fulfill most of these duties to hie congregation vice receive
it under a comuon roof, lay leaders continued to provide the much
needed aeeietence to the chaplains in the conduct; of their miniatry.

© o Vhe e we i Res

At the NAVSUPPACT Dennng'e Station Hoepiiel the record of admis-
sions toteled 2,5&2 thie month, exceeding that during the Tet Offensive.
Consequently, the chaphine' preeence was more eo required to lemd
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guidance and encouragement to the .sick arid dying. The chaplains visited
all patients a minimum of once per day and wards such as the Intensive
Care Unit more than once. Commander E. ?, FLATIEY, Senior Chaplain at
NAVSUPPACT, Danang, shared this experience: "...there was a steady .in-
flux of hot, tired, dirty, sick, wounded but brave young men being ad-
mitted. Although these men were no longer able to be in bgtf.}e ’ many'ot
them worried about their buddies still in the field and begged to be
patched up and returned to assist their friends, Some of them thanked
God for their safety, others took it for granted that their life was
spared again."

"As one of these Marines was lying on a stretcher in Receiving,
awaiting his turn to be taken to X=-ray, it was difficult yet wonderful
for me to be asked by him to read a passage from the scriptures to him,
this wonderful lad pulled his New Testament from a pocket of his torn
and tattered uniform and asked for a reading from St. Mark's gospel,
These young lads may not be great saints, but they are good, and surely
are fine red-blooded Americans."

Imminent danger surrounded the chaplains in their trawels this
month as ir the past. Flying back to Saigon after a swing through the
Delta, Chaplain F. P. BURCHELL Jr. (NAVSUPPACT, Saigon) related: "Ar-
tillery was being fired at our altitude so our pilot took the plane
down to tree top level., With little effort one could pick coconuts
from the high trees, We made it safely through another circuit, and
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"<, U,-§, Naval Forces, Vietnom installations: ~ = «

Weekday: jf‘v . Motal, . .

. Sunday
Number of Services 597
Attendance 21,807
Communed 9,171

b. Othér military installations
NS\mdgx
Number of Services 200
Attendance 8,312
Communed Ly318

c¢. Civilian Churches

P Sunday
Number of Services 19
Attendance £,077
Communed 5,230

6,485 28,292 . .
3,637 12@808‘ .
Weekda Total
3% 269
1,161 92473
1 ’082 59‘000
Weekday Total
3 21
138 8,215
27 55257

2. Religious services conducted by lay leaders and chaplains other

than those attached to COMNAVFORV:

S NP e S e o s ket

Denomination Chaplains sz lsaders
No, Attend, No,  Attend,

Catholic 221 8,877 22 19
Protestant 78 1,389 16 130
Episcopal 2 1M 1 105
Reorganised latter

Day Saints 7 21 0 ) 16!
Latter Day Saints 26 299 14 7104
Russian Orthodox 2 15 0 0
Jewish 1 8 O 2
Al-Islam 0 0 364 789

3. Other services in which chaplains participated:
Iype of Service Number Attendance
Hemorial Service 40 -
Baptism 14 -
Weddings 1 -
Bible Classes 96 N
111 UNCLASSIFIED
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of Services. -

* Choir rehearsal
Religious: Instruction.
Private Communion
Last Rites administered
Hospital/Sick Bay visits
Brig Visits .

Counselling

UNCIASSIFIED
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Numher

195
2,051

15,337

119
h,801
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| JAVAL ADVISORY GROIP
e VISMAMESENOY
. ’-Th'e‘**pe'rs‘dnnel strength *6f::c;}iA:'§”‘Vi”ét7xiéﬁé'se Navy" (VNN) on 31 Ha'y B
a - was 17,658 orficers and enlisted §men, of this number 1,31..7 were o
a “officera, 3,270 were NéOs and( 13,'6141’ were enlisted' men. The number
_aor unauthorized abaenteea éatodd at 581, and 101 men discharged a8
dgsertextq during )ggy.
Training classes continued throughout the month at the Naval
Training Center, Nha Trang, Récruit Training Command, Cam Ranh and the

VNN LDNN (VN UDT) Replacement Training Class III at Vuhg Tai. On

10 May, 15 graduatfles of the Fleet Command Engineering Officers School
received their diplomas. The 5-week course is designed to raise the
technical awareness and competency of the ongineeri:ng orﬁ.ce‘ral on
Fleet Command ships.
- Pleet Command

Flotilla I of the Fleet Command, composed of 41 patrol ships anc
10 motor launch mixjxesweepers , maintained 16 ships on station off the
coast of South Vie';nam, L, ships on river patrol in the Delta, 2 ships

. on static defense in the RSSZ and one ship on commercial convoy escort
duty between Vung Tau and\ Tan Chau. The Fleet Command ships fired 70
missions, searched 1,874 junkd and 8,655 persons, and detained one junk
and 16 persons in May.

Patrol craft of Squadron’ 11 (PCs and PCEs) in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd

113 CONFIDENTIAL
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Naval Zones, and patrol motor -gunboats (PGMs)-in Squadron 13 in all
four naval zones and the Rung Sat:Special Zone (RSSZ), were. utilized
for coastal patrol-and gunfire support. On 4 May PGM 619 rescued 6,
civilians from their burning junk laden with rice and gasoline at

Ke Ga Point, 16 miles south-southwest of Phan Thiet.

On 5 May, VNN PGM' 611 went hard aground while on patrol near the
northern tip of Phu Quoc Island, 35 miles north of An Thoi. The ship's
stern was impaled on a rock formation; the rudder, screws and struts
were torn off and all after compartmenis :.'ere flooded. While awaiting
salvage assistance, the ship was strippei of all ordnance, communications
aquipment and other salvageable items. Afteran initial survey was made
by a salvage officer from HCU=1 Detachment, Vung Tau, USS DELIVER
(ARS 23) was dispatched to cohduct salvage operations. Assisting in the
salvage operations and providing a vital deterrent force against enemy
attack were units of the VNN patrol forces; a VNN officer was in charge
of the VNN salvage operations. After two and one-half days of around
the clock pumping and patching, oparations were climaxed when the VNN
PGM 600 pulled the stricken vessc¢l free of the rocks, DELLVER then
towed the PGM to Vung Tau, while pumping continued on the still flooding,
though afloat ship. On 15 May, the VNN LSSL 225 relieved DELIVER of
her tow and the PGM was brought to the VNN Shipyard in Saigon where
extensive repairs were begur: -b;; VNN shipbuilders.

On 19 May PGM 608 parts-ipated with U. S. Navy surface and air,

115 CONFIDENTIAL
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U. S. Amiy ‘aii afd ARVN-ground forces in:the-defense-of the commercial
ship ﬁc@iém"ﬁhich-/hﬁ~conev~xuitlerlshéavy,>zenenw automatic weapons fire,
The retaliating foFces' return fire effectively silenced the enemy's guns
as the commércial ship-slipped-past thé area unscathed and progressed up
the Long Tau River toward Saigon.

PN 607 provided: gunfire: support to:Coastal Group 36 operations
on’ 25 May near the coastal group base on the Bassac River, The ship's

guns caused several secondary explosions and the VNN ground forces 3
confirmed 3 Viet Cong killed while capturing several weapons and documents. :
* ‘Squadron 15 craft, support landing ships (LSSls and LSILs), provided

stam

o7

patrol, gunfire support, static defense and convoy escort services in
the 3rd Naval Zone, RSSZ and the 4th Riverine Area. While transporting !
a RAG company on 6 May, LSSL 226 was ambushed from both sides of the

Co Chien River, 6 miles east of Vinh Long. The enemy's B-40, 57-mm
recoilless-rifle and automatic-weapons fire was returned by the ship's
4,O-mm and 20-mn cannon, .30 and .50 caliber machine-gun fire and M79
grenades. The ship passed out of firing range with minor dam.ge although
5 VNN sailors were wounded.

¢ ‘'Seven more sailors wers wounded on 10 May when LSSL 229 was ambushed
on the My Tho River 5 miles north of Vinh Long, After steering was used
when the pilot house took two B-4O rockets and numerous .50 caliber hits
danaging the steering, redar and: ‘gyro repeater. One secondary explosion
roaultf-‘i”d “from:thé-ship's return fire: The enemy was silenced as overhead
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»Seawolves". :conducted rqliowéﬁp :strikes in.the area, . .
t
: *. Craft.of .Squadron 17; coastal minesweepers (MSUs) deployed on. . .

coastal patrol in the 2nd. and 3rd Naval Zones and motor launch o

minesweepers.:(MIMSs) .conducting. mine countermeasures on: the Long.

. Tau and Saigon rivers, continued .their respective missions. during
. the month.. . o
Plotilla II, totalling 2, logistic ships, recorded 31 logistic
missions; 4,320 troops an:i 5;569 tons of cargo were lifted in May. *
The VNN Supply Center, Saigon, reported a gross effectiveneas
ot 71,3 percent on a total of 10,680 requests for items and a net
effectiveness of 84,1 percent on 9,050 requests for items normally
carried in the supply system.
The LDNN detachment, at Nha Be conducted 29 combined operations
with SEALs of TF 116 this month. Three Viet Cong were killed, 3
wounded, /4 captured and 17 suspects were detained during these
operations. The LDNN detachment at Saigon continued its nightly hull
inspections of ships moored at the Port of Saigon.
Coastal Force
Throughout May the VNN coastal force employment continued to
stress participation in offensive operations as well as counter-
infiltration sea patrols. In the 4th Naval Zone, Boston Whalers,
162-foot fiberglass boats, were utilized for access to the shallow
water areas. The patrol force averaged 189 junks available daily for

17 CONFIDENTIAL
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operations of which an average of 182 were employed daily. These craft
searched 67,482 junks and 216,171 persons and detained 45 junks and 478
persons.

Coastal groups of the 1st Naval Zone found their routine coastal
patrol missions interrupted, sporadically and weakly, by harassing
enemy attacks uzon their bases. Small unit ambush and search operations
were conducted bv c‘oasté.l group personnel; such patrols often resulted
in enemy engagement tut more often ylelded negative results.

On 1 May and again on 5 and 6 May, the Coastal Group 1l base and

adjacent 1lst Marine AMIRAC Battalion compound wers subjected to mule-

tiple incoming mortar rounds, None 0f these attacks caused substantial

damage and no personnel casualties were reported. At 2200 on 6 May a

coastal group land patrol made contact with two enemy platoons one-mile

south of the coastal group base. Coastal group junks formed a blocking

force to the west as U. S. Marines and mortar illumination aided the
VNN sailors. Contact was broken when the enemy fled to the south.s At
first light the coastal group personnel conducted & land sweep of the
area. A village nearby reported two NVA platoons had captured three
men, imposed taxes on the villagers and distributed literature during the

night.
Similarly, Coastal Groups 12 and 13 ambush z¢ams engaged the enemy
on 5 May in the vicinity of their coastal group base. Coastal Group 12

personnel captured one of the insurgents and wounded another 3 miles

CONPIDENTIAL 118
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southeast of their base at the mouth of the Perfume River, while the
Coastal Group 13 sailors killed one Viet Cong in Vinh loc Sub-sector,
2 miles west of their base: at Cau Hai Bay.

Operation LE QUANG THANH 8 was & land sweep of the northern tip of
Phu Vang Subesector on 7 May by units of Coastal Group 12, Twenty enemy
suspects, 20 people without proper identification papers and an additional
20 draft dodgers and deserters were picked up during the operation..That
sane day mecrtar fire by Coastal Group 13 provided support to PF troops
as they engaged a Viet Cong unit 6 miles east of the coastal group base,
Two Viet Cong were killed in the action while the PF unit suffered one
killed and eight wounded.

On 10 May two Coastal Group 13 junks were firing on suspected Viet
Cong positions when they were mistakenly taken under fire by a helicopter
from the 2nd Battalion 9th Marines. The accidental firing 3 miles west
of the coastal group base in Cau Hai Bay killed one VNN sailor and wounded
three others,

Pour Coastal Group 12 junks provided blocking and gunfire support
to a USMC and PF ground sweep of the Phu Vang Sub-sector on 11 May.
During the operation, LE QUANG THANH 9, the VNN sailors were credited
with killing 5 Viet Cong as they escaped the ground force. The day's
sweep ylelded 66 Viet Cong suspects and 7 guerrillas captured along
with 7 grenades and numerous enemy documents,

Shortly after midnight on 13 May the Coastal Group li base east of

119 CONFIDENTIAL
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Hoi . An ‘came undér a useive neny attack, Over 100 Viet Cong were f{onght ‘

G v R 2 A R e boes IV guogis F oo D “
otr by the beloaguered sailqrsmntil help a.:'r:l.ved° A Navy “Swift® boat, . ¥

an Atr Force "Spooky" atreratt wid the VNN PG 617 provided gunnr““"”“ ' ; ,gg
nsdevic aupport. The Viot Cong wovement toward 8 f&arby ﬁlfigo was a :
typictl eneny tactic as the ‘ailied defenders could no longor  Tire & at
. tho onny without endangering the lives of :l.nnocont. civiliana: 'I‘ho
.ttlcking forces were silenced ss dawn broke, An accurate enemy body
coliitt eould not be nade but the villagers reported that there were at least
20 dead and many more of the enemy wounded or dead that were carried off.
!oc‘xi' VNN sailors lost their lives in the onslaught, 20 PF troopers and

numerous civilians were wounded and one VNN and 2 PF defenders were

reported missing. lLater that day to the north, Eoastal Group 12

units were pursuing a suspect sampan in Sam Lake 2 miles south of their 2
base when they were attacked. One VNN sailor was kilied and another was 3
wounded. Enemy casualties from the return fire was unimown.

On the 14th and 17th of May, Coastal Group 14 units conducted sweeps
of two islands in the De Vong River, northwest of their base at the mouth
of the Cua Dai River. The VNN sailors provided security as Vietnamese '
civilians were landed on each island to chop wood for a refugee village. . !
On 14 May the VNN personnel destroyed 3 mines and sovsral hootches on one
island, and or. 17 May, they destroyed 53 bunkers discovered on the second .
island. Also on 17 May, two Coaatal Group 12 junks participated in
Operation NGUYEN PHUOC 1, a sweep of the northern tip of the Phu Vang
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Sub=sector which ylelded 3 Viet Cong suspects and an additional 10
people without proper ident;if-ication papers..

Two Coastal Group 15 Yabuta junks escorted USS DIACHENKO (APD 123) on
17 May as beach surveys were conducted off Quang Tin Province, .5 miles
northeast of Tam Ky. The enemy ashore opened fire on the survey boat
and accompanying craft. The return fire from the VNN Yabutas and
TF 115 PCF 79 silenced the enemy positions, ' A landing party confirmed
a Viet Cong hamlet was heavily damaged although the Viet Cong casualties
were not ascertained. The next evening the coastal group set up a night
ambush aimed at Viet Cong tax collectors in an area north of Chu Lai.
The ambush team made contact with an estimated squad late that night.
One probable kill and two probable wounded Viet Cong were reported but
an early morning search revealed no evidence due to the rising tide
over the contact area. A nearby hamlet search netted one male and one
female Viet Cong captured, There were no VNN casualties.

Late the night of 20 May, two Coastal Group 13 patrol junks contacted
3 Viet Cong sampans in Cua Had Bay, 5 miles west of the coastal group base.
A small firefight ended when the VNN sailors sunk one sampan and the two
remaining enemy craft fled to nearby islands. An early morning sweep of
the islands failed to route the enemy; a small weapons cache and some food
were uncovered there.

The first phase of LAM SON 22, a joint operation with Coastal Group
12 units, anAPC troop, two ARVN battalions and a reconnaissance company,
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which bégan "on’16 May; términated-on 21:Mays: i iThe :coastal group-provided::

,,,,,

“5166king ‘stations" for the wammoth<operations: :-Fifteen-Viet:Cong bodies

weré:uricoverediin-the:igfound:wedp south:of:-PhuiBais.- One ARVN-soldier *
was killed:and:7 ‘weérs:wourided:during-the:b=day-operation., ]
In ‘. : ledgue with the 2nd:Battalion.:4th-Marines, three:Coastal . o
Group 11 :oraft conducted @ sweep in-Quang Tri Province on the night of §
23=2/, May: With ariver blocking force cn the Cua Viet and with 40 5
pérsonnel .as- & land block on the western perimeter, the-sailors partici- Ag
‘ pated in a 28<mile sweep north and west of the mouth of the. river for
, suspected INVA infiltrators., Negative contact was made and intelligence :
reports- of a weapons cactie in the area were also disproven; however, |
~ thers were three Viet Cong apprehended and one suspect detained as a ;
result of the sweep, j
Continuing the campaign on the northern tip of Phu Vang sub-sector,
} Coadhl Group 12 units conducted Operation NGUYEN PHOUC 2 on 27 May which
‘ , yielded.4 Viet Cong suspects, 8 deserters and ll people without proper k
‘ jdentification papers.
u’ On 23.May the second phase of LAM SON 224 commenced with the addition %
t.of-U. S. Marine troops and Phu Vang suo-sector police. The operation
‘ continued until 30 May; the force had killed an additional 7 insurgents,

detained 110 suspects and captured 31 Viet Cong., A lengthy list of arus,
ammnition and communicetions equipment was uncovered and 670 tons of rice
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were destroyed, There were 6 ARVN soldiers killed during this phase of

A

the operstion. , . .-

... 'The_eheny directed mortar, rocket and automatic weapons fire at Coastal

Group 16 on 19, 20 and 31 May; at Coastal Grov:zp 1, on 13, 23 and 24 May and
at Qogst,gl Group 11 on 21 and 25 May; however, no personnel casualties or
significant. damage was reported. Subsequent area searches failed to
loqaliz;e the enemy's positions; he continued to be elusive.

Activity in the Second Naval Zone remained at a low level with small
unit searches and ambv-hes cqnducted by each coastal group in their areas
of concern which yielded little or no results, Qui Nhon based Coastal
Group 22 intelligence indicated that approximately 50 Viet Cong had
occupied a village in n9rthe;~x3 Qui Nhon Peninsula the night of 7 kgy. The
next morning, therefore, a landing party conducted a sweep of the village.
A small fire fight resulted in the capture of three Viet Cong. The coastal
group personnel then conducted a MEDCAP in the village and distributed
psyops materisls. The village chief confirmed the presence of the enemy
during the previous night and was whole-heartedly responsive to the VNN
and U. S, advisors help and gecurity.

That same day two Coastgl Group 23 junks teamed up with two RF companies
in Song Cau sub-sector, northeast of the coastal group base. The cordon and
search operation resulted in two Viet Cong killed and four captureds Further

south in Van Ninh Peninsula on 9 May, Coastal Group 25 units and three RF

platoons swept the area 13 miles northeast of Nha Trang and captured seven
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Viet Cong suspects.
During an operation on 14 May in lower Qui Nhon Peninsula; Coastal
‘Group 22 personnel located and fired upon five Viet Cong obséived in the

"“apéa. The coastal group sailors returned to the basé with the éneiy .
éap%ives. The next morning a sweep of the area uncovered 20 caves with .

quantities of ammunition, clothing, medical supplies and food. It

appeared that the enemy had removed some of thé war materials during the
ﬁight but were driven away when Navy "Swift® boats conducted harassing

;j and interdiction fire before the coastal group sweep that morning,
On 17 May one Coastal Group 23 platoon and two junks conducted a

cordon and search of th9'poninsu1a east of Song Cau which resulted in
eight bunkers destroyed, one junk and eight Viet Cong suspects captured. 2
On 23 May Coastal Group 23 personnel were conducting a psywar operation
south of Song Cau when they were attacked by the enemy. The sailors called :
in support of a RF unit nearby as air strikes were placed in the area. An

estimated two enemy companies made a ground assault on a village nearby. The

outnumbered sailors could not defend their position and the Viet Cong captured

11 civilians, 6 rifles, 11 carbines and a pair of binoculars. The PF unit

et S 1 A NS R B S R B T R s
e T e A R A T P

lost 13 troops, 3 were wounded and 3 others were reported missing in the

attempt to defend the village.

§§ That same day two Coastal Group 21 junks were fired upon while on :
b | a routine patrol 3 miles north of their base at Degi in Binh Dinh Province. '
f' A coastal group command junk and 2 "Swift® boats responded to the call for é
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support.. Three Viet. Cong were seen killed but carried gway.and 2 enemy.,

witch.towers.were destroyed, . -One Jjunk was, slightly.damaged in the attack;

there.were.no personnel .casialbdess ..o . . . o o . o o
Coastal Group .22 personnel and. 4. PF .companies.conducted .a police . .

operation-in the southern-most tip of Qui Nhon Peninsula on 2L May..

The day's .operation ngttgd 27 enemy suspects. Meanwhile to the south,

Coastal Qronp 2L, and- Tuy.Hoa .sub=sector police swept Hon Chau Isle, 5

miles north of the coastal group base at Tuy Hoa. Nineteen draft-age

. males were detained during that operation. An early morning search for

draft dodgers and enemy suspects was held by Coastal Group 26 personnel
and Cam Ranh Special Zone police on 30 May. Seven junks with 33 people
were detained as suspects during the 6-hour operation.

Increased activity was prevalent in the 3rd Naval Zone this month
as the NVA/VC forces hegan moving about in the Delta, Allied pressure
was directed toward seeking out the enemy and inhibiting his use of the
waterways as avenues for infiltrating men and supplies. Intelligence
gleaned from Hoi Chanhs, POWs and the people of the Delta themselves
precipitated the numerous ambushes, searches and joint operations
conducted during May.

An ambush team and a l5+man working party from Coastal Group 36
set out on 2 May for Dung Island where enemy mortar pits had been
observed. The ambush party landed on the island across the Bassac

River from the coastal group base and made contact with an unknown
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nuiber of Viet Cong. When the énemy was sileficed one Viet Cong body was
‘disdovered in the-area: The working ‘party then'filled in the moftér pits
while the ambush team meintained security’perimiéters. Niimérous documeiits o

and iedicdl supplies weie captired 'diring the operation. ‘ o

Operation TRUCHG CONG DINH VB/30, composed of Coastal Group 35 units, ‘ 3
3 RF éompanies and 8 PF platoons, was conducted on 3 May in Vinh Binh

Province, east of Phu Vinh. The ground forces killed 5 Viet Cong, un-

e — w T Pl

covered a sizeable anmunition cache and destroyed 30 huts and numerous

documents while the coastal group boats maintained river blocking positions

on the Co Chien River. On 5 May this coastal group supported one PRU
company during Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VB/27, north of Phu Vinh. One
PRU was killed and 2 were wounded while 4 Viet Cong were killed during
the battle. The ground forces also captured one Viet Cong and several

weapons.

With intelligence that approximately 100 Viet Cong were in the area
of Long Son Island attempting to infiltrate 122-mm rockets into the RSSZ,
a Coastal Group 33 ambush team landed on the northwest tip of the island
during the night of 6 May., Back-up fire power of M-60 machine guns and
8l-mm mortar was provided the coastal group personnel. There was no
enemy contact although 7 detainees in a sampan were irterrogated upon
extraction of the ambush team on the morning of the Tth.

Coastal Group 35 that morning surprised an enemy platoon 2 miles

P R

northwest of the coastal group base on the Co Chien River. Two Viet
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Cong. were killed, 100 grenades, lOO rounds of ammnnitlon, 5 pounds of

medical supplies and numerous documents and pamphlets were qagpured.' The
next day during Operatlon TRUONG CONG DINH VB/33, the coastal group trans-
ported one. RF company down from the base to the mouth of the Co Chien River.
After the 1anding, the boats maintained blocking positions. The grpupd

troops killed one Viet ngguapd,gpsppqud a Viet‘CQng inrgrqat;on point
and shelter but not before 3 of their own men were wounded by foot mines,
The boats took the RF troops back to the base with no further confron-
tation.with the enemy.

A 20-man ambush team from Coastal Group 36 observed a Viet Cong

platoon just northwest of their base on 9 May, The enemy would not
engage the VNN sailors and the team gave chase to the north, They
encountered numerous flags, banners and Viet Cong propaganda leaflets
directed toward the U, S. advisor that the enemy had left in his trail.
From these methods to goad the advisor, it was surmised that the team
was walking into a Viet Cong prepared position and the pursuit was
terminated.

At 0630 on 12 May, Coastal Group 35 craft landed two RF companies
on the south bank of the Co Chien River, 5 miles west of Phu Vinh for
a sweep of a village reportedly overrun ity the enemy. As the boats
maintained blocking and gunfire support stations, the troops ashore made
heavy contact with the enemy. Army and Navy air support was provided and

reinforcements of a PRU company and an additional RF company were requested
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and arrived at 1130. The coastal group junks, in conjunction with TP
116 PBRs, conducted medevacs of the friendly casualties, The battle,
Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VB/38, was waged throughout the day until
1900 when the enemy withdrew. Two U. S. Army advisors to the PRUs were
killed in this action as were 6 RF personnel. Four U. S. Army advisors
and 28 RF troops were wounded. The ground forces reported 53 enemy dead
on the battle field and 5 Viet Cong were taken prisoners.

Coastal Group 35 fired 8l-mm mortar on a suspected Viet Cong position
on the night of 1l4-15 May after receiving reports of a friendly village
being under attack. A subsequent search of the arca 2% miles west of
the coastal group base revealed 7 Viet Cong were killed. Six civilians
from the village were wounded in the cross-fire and were medevaced by
the coastal group. A Coastal Group 36 ambush team sanl: a Viet Cong
Junk near Dung Island across the Bassac River from their base on 16 May,
The 7 occupants were killed and the sampan, & Russian-made rifle, 4
grenades, ammunition and documents wecre captured.

Coastal Group 36 junks with a 20-man ambush team and a 30-man
landing force proceeded from their base toward suspected enemy -wsitions
3 miles south of the Bassac River. The landing force sweep of the area
east of Long Phu resulted in negative enemy contact. The ambush team
then remained behind as the landing force re-embarked in the junks., Contact
was made when the team killed one Viet Cong and captured one mine., The

team pressed east toward long Phu as the larding force was aff-loeded
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north .of yongrﬁhqurom‘gthIygﬁBg Stream, Tne*gnemy;grgke?qgnpggt~@gdrpne
ground swecp resulted in the discovery of 8 Viet Cong.bodies and.the capture
of 14 wounded Viet Cong. ‘Friendlies im the area reported seeing the, enemy L
transporting their dead end wounded in ggqtiagated sampans, One. VNN i
sailor was slightly wounded in this action.

Similarly a Coastal Group 35 operation on 21 May sought out the enemy
east of the city of Phu Vinh in Vinh Binh Province during Operation SONG
THAN 35/24. Twenty coastal group personnal set up an ambush point 2 miles
east of the city while a PRU company swept toward them from the Tra Vinh
Canal at Phu Vinh. Two Viet Cong were killed running toward a bunker and
L, others were captured. Two rifles, 2 mines and quantities of food, cloth-
ing and documents were uncovered. One booby trap was 3et off; however
there were no friendly casualties, The next day the coastal group conducted
Operation SO¥G THAN 35/25 on Cong Hoa Island in the Co Chien River, A 30-man
landing team, supported by TF 116 "Seawolves" put in air strikes. Several
bunkers were destroyed and the VNN sailors captured a Japanese two-cylinder
diesel engine and a bag of medicine. Viet Cong casualties were unknown and
there were no friendly casualties,

Returning to the area south of the coastal group hase and east of Long
Phu on 23 May, a 20-man Coastal Group 36 ambush team conducted a sweep after
VNN PGMY 607 had laid down harassing and interdiction fire. Likewiss,
nSeawolves® made a strike on a8 Viet Cong staging area, The team's sweep

resulted in 5 Viet Cong killed, 3 bunkers and personal and field gear destroyed
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and the capture of weapons, ammunition, food, medical supplies and Viet
Cong documents, Two large secondary explosions were observed during the
engagement,

On 24 May Coastal Group 32/33, in league with RF/PF units on Loi
Quan Island in the My Tho River, purasued the enemy during Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH HB/28. While the coastal group junks maintained
a blocking force, the land sweep resulted in 5 Viet Cong killed and
3 Viet Cong captured. Three bunkers were destroyed while clothing,
documents, grenades and mines were captured. In Ba Xuyen Province
on 26 May, RP troops were landed from Coastal Group 36 boats from the
Saintard Canal., A ground sweep to the northeast yielded 6 enemy killed
and 5 captured.

Coastal group personnel and their U. S. advisors of the 4th Naval
Zone continued to probe the less than secure areas of their res:onsi-
bility in an effort to seck out and rid the enemy and provide s:curity
for the people of RVN who must utilized the waterways for their liveli-
hood. Psychological operations in the form of civic action projects
and medcaps to aid the populace and psychological warfare programs en=-
couraging the enemy to "Chieu Hoi" were the normal routine once again
this month, "Round-ups" conducted through out the month cordon(i off
the waterways and sampans and occupants were inspected for possible
enemy infiltration of men and supplies.

Two Coastal Group 44 jJunks landed 70 troops from the Kien ‘*iang

Province intelligence company 8 miles northwest of Rach Gia on 3} May.
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A ground sweep inland resulted in the capture .of one Viet Cong and three
sampans while two houses wwun'é destroyed and a small cache of rifles;
grenades and blasting caps were uncovered. The next morning-a Viet Cong
was captured when the U.S. advisor and personnel from the Rach Soi Repair
Facility .conducted a search nearby on the Cai Lon River. Intelligence
from this POW indicated there were approximately 60 enemy in the same

area dressed in VNN uniforms. On 5 May two enemy suspects were captured

during a raid near the Kien An base. The next day four Viet Cong were
spotted by the base personnel and one Viet Cong was wounded by their fire
before the enemy got away in an evading sampan.

During the night of 7-8 May, two Coastal Group 41 junks engaged the
eneiyy in a continuous fire fight at the Cua Lon River entrance near the
southern tip of the Delta. The north bank of the river proved to be
heavily foliated and the VNN sailors, despite air support from an Army
1=19, could not suppressc the fire., Before clearing the fire zone,
the coastal group personnel confiscated numerous fishing nets in the
area. On 1l and 13 May Coastal Group 41 units engaged the enemy in
sampans near Ca Mau Point on the southern tip of the Delta. In both
incidents the Viet Cong fled into the shelter of mangroves. The coastal
group personnel beached and captured 3 sampans on 11 May while on 13 May
5 more sampans and enemy documents weres captured, Utilizing the cap-
tured sampans on 15 May the sailors engaged the enemy 3 miles off the
western shore of South Vietnam, 30 miles southwest of Rach Gia, Two
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sampans-andofie wounded Viet:Cong were captured while ‘two Viet“Céng were , g
killedsin ‘the-fray; -oné-wounded Viet, Cong escaped ' %
20 Harassed-and frustrated by:the .enemy so well ensconsed in the thick: -

mangrove ‘of“the .Ca Mau Point area, ‘4th Naval Zone coastal groups contin-

uously:prabed the inland waterways only to be driven backby: esesy's
fire. The ‘coastal.groups harassing -and"ihterdiction fire was directed

toward suspected and known enemy positions but results were not always
determined because the areas were not secured for penetrating ground
sweeps, In general the daily, routine gunfire missions conducted by

the coastal group junks in support of outposts or against enemy positions

were recorded with no results reported. :
Riverine Area Naval Commands )
At the end of May, 234 craft were assigned to the 3rd iiverine Area, ‘
4Lth Riverine Area and the RTEG, A daily average of 165 crafi were avail-
able for operations and 155 were employsd. Six additional units, 4 ICPLs
and 2 ICMs, continued to be assigned to I Corps Tactical Zone (I CT2)
as an augmentation force to p?rtom river patrol duties.
In the 3rd Riveripe Area, River Assault Group 30 (RAG 30) boats .
" reconned landing zones, assumed blocking positions and embarked units . s
of the U. S. 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantrp 199th Light Infantry Brigade 5
miles: gouth of Saigon on 3 May. Operating from the Ba Lao and Gieu
Rivers, the ground troops discovered one Viet Cong killed by supporting '
artillery and a total of 29 bunkers in the area which they destroyed. §
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On k May BAG 22 river craft transported am ARVN reconnaissance

3z

company, an infantry company and one RF cénpaxw along the Vam Co Dong

niver 13 miles southwest of Saigon for a cordon andwaurch operation.
Ten Viet Cong were killed whilo 26‘3-1.0 rockets and & ‘hm%u::cher were
capturod during thio operation. an and ona-htlr nilos to‘kthe west on ",
6 May, Oporatiom‘rom THANG /1 was: conductod from the Vm Co. Dongfsniver
with RAG 22 craft and 2 ARVN 1nr&..try ‘battaliom. ‘l'hio lmd swoop yielded
one V:I.ot. Cong, 100 AK-L? oart.ridgu md 100 various magasinés *capt.urod.
Scrooning traffic on the Cay Kho clnll 3 miles soith of S&igou

on 7 Ko.y, RAG 30 craft were called to provide support to the AR 38th

TR S I LR P R R

Ranger Battalion, The RAG units trmqported from 800 to 1000 civilians

from the area to the north near the Doi Canal in the southern outskirtg

. Attt g i e

of Saigon. The RAG performed medevac and gun{ire support to the Rangers
' vho were bitterly contesting the enemy. The Rangers lost 5 of their men
in the conflict and 22 were wounded; enemy casualties were not reported.

At 0645 on 9 May, RAG 2 river craft were traversing the Doi Canal

on the southern limits of Saigon when a commandament took 2 B-4O rockets.
The eiew rockets tore into the berthing spaces and killed a VNN officer
and enlisted man and wounded 2 other enlisted men. The commandament cleared
the fire sone with. no further incidert. The next day in concert with
VNMC Ta;k Force A in Gia Dinh Province near Thu Duc, RAG 24 units conducted
a cordon and search operation. The ground forces killed 8 Viet Cong and

v R i b

captured an AK-47 and a subemachinegun. One VN marine was killed in the
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enemy confrontation. _

RAG 22 boats remaineci‘ to the southwest of Saigon operating from the
Vam Co Dong River, On 12 May in one of the TOAN THANG series, the RAG
transported 2 ARVN battalions for an area sweep 18 miles west-southwest
of Salgon. Several bunke.ra were destroyed and a cache of 116 AK~A7s

i e

and 50 cases of ammunition was captured. TOAN THANG 199/72 was held
on 17 May 1l miles southwest of Saigon. The 2 ARVN battalions captured

four 122-mm rockets, L Chicom radios, 1l AK-47s, 2,500 AK-A7 cartridges

and miscellaneous equirment during this area sweep, About 5 miles to the
west the RAG craft lifted; 2 ARVN battalions and a reconnaissance compeny
for Operation TOAN THANG 199/81 the next day., Although contact with the

G e ni B o R b el AR

eneny was made the number of enemy killed was not reported. The ARVN

forces suffered 2 killed and 5 wounded and one VNN sailor was wounded,.

The friendly forces captured 3 rifles, 3 B-4O launchers, 9 B=40 rocketes,

1000 cartridges of AK-47 ammunition and destroyed numerous bunkers in ,

the area. |
Meanwhile on 17 May, RAG 30 was operating with the U, S. 2nd Battalion,

3rd Infantry 199th Light Infantry Brigade on the Ben Luc River 6 milies

southwest of Saigon. The!river craft transported the troops to the landing

areas and provided river bloéking support during the enemy engagement.

One Amy soldier was killed &nd 8 were wounded while there were 20 Viet

Cong killed, 2 AK-\7s, 2 pistols, 1 U, S. carbine and miscellaneous

ammunition and documents captured. The ground forces destroyed over 100
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‘binkers during this operation. B Il e
*0n19" ad’ 20" Maly; RAG"30 ‘vofitilfiued to ‘support the Ui i Army 2rid"

Bat%alio’fx. Pi'diiiding ‘the "mobility ‘and’ river’ block:lng suppor’c For the

1&&5‘&%&0 , thie RAGS traversed the Ben Lac River and’ the' Tam ‘Streat

N nilea aouthwest off Saigon. -Duting the ‘d<day operation 2 female: Viat

Cong wet'e captured along with several ammunition cacheés in the abea.

Trié RAG* Located: and’ destiroyed 10 figfiting positions and uncovered

1 B=LO' rockets and six 82-mm ;nortar rounds, The ground sweep resulted

in th'e 'd‘a‘pfin‘e of 279 B=L0 rockets, one~hundrcd and six 82-mm mortar

AAAAAA

were doatroyod.

RAG 30 returhed to the area south of Saigon on 21 May to operate
with the U, S, ‘Amy 6th Battalion 318t Infantry 9th Division from the
Ba I.ao River / miles south of Saigon. The results of the day's opera~
tion was 2 Viet Cong killed, one Russian machine gun, 2 Chicom machine
guns and a AK-50 captured. Two sampans and 15 bunkers were destroyed
that day.

'Long An City was attacked at 0345 on 21 May., Allied, sector and RAG
22/2), units countered and silenced the enenmy by 0600, There were no

personnel” fatalities and no significant damage was reported; 6 VNN soldiers
were ﬁoundéd in the battle. The city was attacked again on 31 May and
the friendly forces once again silenced the enemy with no losses or

damage to the city. Enemy casualties were not reported.
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Seven miles south of Bien Hoa on the Dong Ngai River, a vedette of
RAG 30 was sunk by enemy B-4O rockets on 29 May. Three VNN crewmen were
wounded, The accompanying RAG craft returned fire and silenced the enemy.
The boat was towed to the VNN Eastern Repair Facility near Saigon where
repairs to the rocket-torn hull were to be made.

In the RSSZ, despite nightly ambushes and daily searches conducted
by the VN Commandos and USMC Advisory Team 43 personnel, the enemy
remained evasive and under cover, yet his presence was assured by the
continuous harassing attacks on friendly outposts, river traffic and
merchant ships traversing the lLong Tau River. On 3 May, the enemy
opened fire on the merchant ship SS FENTRESS on the Long Tau River 3
miles southeast of Nha Be. At the same time PBRs operating in the
area were taken under fire. Army "Slick™ helos were immediately on the
scene and, observing 5 Viet Cong, took them under fire. Aerial observers
reported 2 of the enemy were killed and the other three probably killed.
A VN Commando team and their USMC advisors followed in with a sweep of
the area. A "Seawolf" made air strikes in the vicinity and the Commandcs
reported one Viet Cong killed by the strike while a second Viet Cong
attempted to escape. The Commandos killed the remaining enemy and captured
numerous rockets, rifles, ammunition and gear found nearby.

RAG 27 eraft supported a RF unit under attack 11 miles southeast
of Saigon near the long Tau River on 9 May. The river craft inserted

troops for a sweep but no enemy contact was made. At that timo about
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a mile southeast on the river, the merchant ship HYRIA alsé daiie under
enenw attack. Despite the imnediate ret.urn fire and troop landing nade

s

by the ~VNN RI%G craft and PBRs, the enenv was not lécated.

The mer;l;;ht: p;hi;) TRANSGLOBE came under heavy attack while transit-
ing the Long Tau River on 15 May. This attack occurred in the same area
as the previous one on 3 May. PBRs and VAN LSSL 228 took Viet Cong'
positiong undep) fire and the enemy was suppressed. bovered by Army and
Navy helo air ﬁgﬁer, RF troops swept the vicinity, making no contact but
uncovering one Viet Cong body, the result of the prior clearing strikes.

The enemy struck a merchant ship again on 19 May, The ANCO QUEEN
was transiting the long Tau River, 13 miles southeast of Saigon when she
received enemy rir?. An Army 1-19 immediately made a firing rﬁn and killed
6 Viet Cong., RAG 27 craft landed 2 RF platoons for a search, A 2-hour
firefight ensued in which the RFs killed 6 more of the enemy while one of
their own was wounded. Two AK-50s and a Russian rocket-launch adjuster
were captured.,

The TRUONG CONG DINH cax.npaign which commenced in March continued to
be waged with even greater J!‘erver than was demonstrated in the previous
months. This combined effort to seek out and destroy the enemy in the
Delta utilized the U. S. and VN military powers tc achieve unprecedented
results, Joint and combined operations were pursued by the river craft

of the Fourth Riverine Area RAGs, ARVN forces and the U, S. Mavy TF 116

organization. RAG boats ably fulfilled the requirement for mobility,

CONFIDENTIAL 138

prg el Ed B
g T
Sraiane

'}

o
sy

Ry ri

%
RN
e
v
p
&
A
g




R , CONFIDENDTAL

A R N
both of troops and ;?logistics Ny and fJ.re power to carry - out the operations.
In;additn.on to grespor}dmg in .xthe operationa]: commitments of TRUONG CONG

"\""*? " W Biory »\ TR

v‘QI_‘NH,;;‘&hev;‘;RAG:zcgn;ﬁghg.,es ;,and their U. S. Na.vy .counterparts ,c‘on'c.i.x'xu&ed,,,t'soé
P e e e 'n* Pk AT} WP O AT sy

e Dre e
meet the schediiles of routine patrols, ;og:l.stic lifts and static defense
posthrsﬁ.‘.%&=’9~i;mds«mazthgiiiM.\lzégg;-.é:n;‘me face-of an ever-increasing nunber
of enemy .ambushes on. their river craft. = . . - . .

+-During..one auch 1ogistic Aift of food stuff, base defense materials
and smmunition.for Vinh Long Province towns, RAG 25 craft were ambushed
on the.Mang Thit-Nicholai ;993;9;» 10 miles east of Can Tho on 2 May.
This canal, a vital waterway, runs northeasterly acrq;ss the ppqu,;;gg
and connects the Bassac and. the Co Chien rivers, It has been a treacherous
passage in the past due to the ever-present enemy bunkers and firing posit-
ions along its course, The Viet Cong presumably had been informed of the
RAG transit for they laid in wait to open fire on the main elements of
the convoy., Two VNN sailors were killed, another 10 were wounded and
2 USN advisors suffered light injuries as did an ARVN soldier as B-40
rockets and recoilless-rifle rounds struck a commandament, & monitor and
an ILCM, "Seawolves" fl;ckegi to the area and provided immediate, accurate
retaliatory fire and medevac support for the dead and wounded,

That same day units of RAG's 21/33 and 23/31 participated in Operation

TRUONG CONG DINH 7/SD/14 on the Cho Gao Canal 10 miles northeast of My
Tho. The river craft transported, landed and extracted units of the 7th

ARVN Infantry Regiment, 32nd Rangers and 3 reconnaissance compznies during

£
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the 2-ddy operation. Thé ARVN forces reported that 194 Viet Cong were
killed while 20 of their own soldiers were also kilied in ‘the battle -
and 42 weré woinded, In additior, 3 Viet Cong dnd 6 assorted weapons

weré captured.

On the night of 3 May RAG 25 crafi embarked 90 PRUs &nd a SEAL
team for Operation HAI LONG 6, a night ambush 6 miles southeast of
Can Tho. When contact was made at 0630 the next morning, the RAG boats
stood off shore for gunfire auﬁp;rt. The boats embarked the ambush teanm
at 0900; 5 Viet Cong had been killed, one of the enemy and 3 weapons

were captured,

RAG 25 embarked an ARVN battalion on 5 May for transport down the

i " Can Tho River in reserve for an operation to be conducted in that

area. Six miles southwest of Can Tho, the convoy was ambushed by B~4O

o TR i A Y

rockets, recoilless rifle, and automatic weapons fire. Two LCMs were

hit by gunfire from am abandoned outpost on the south bank. The RAG

craft returned fire as they passed through the ambush zone. Troops

;, were landed on the western perimeters and sweeps were conducted as

- medevac and helo support were provided by "Seawolves.,® One VNN sailor
3 1 and one ARVN trooper were killed during the ambush, 2 sailors and 15

ARVN soldiers were wounded. Enemy casualties were unknown. Meanwhile

G patens d Dn i S 2

the RAG 25/29 Ca Mau detachment supported 2 ARVN battalions and a recon-
naissance platoon in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH SD/21/32 that same day.

e
R
it gl LT,

The area sweep east of Ca Mau resulted in 2 Viet Cong killed and one
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claymore mine captured. . .o

Also on 5 May RAG.26/32 units. transported and provided blocking and

PO

gunfire support to 3 RF/PF companies during an operation inKien Phong .
Province, 13 miles northwest of Sa Dac City. Twenty-five of the enemy
were killed and 8 were captured along with several individual weapons,

Friendly casualties consisted of one RF/PF killed, 16 wounded and one

z: ; declared missing. A RAG 26 river team was also operating in support {
," of a RF company on the upper Bassac River, north ol Chau Doc that day. ;
The land sweep revealed 20 Of the enemy had been killed while the ;
friendly forces captured 7 Viet Cong, and a small weapons cache of f
rifles, rockets and carbines, Friendly losses were 5 RFs killed and §
: 7 wounded., RAG 23/31 boats returning from Long Xuyen on 5 May answered 2
‘ a call for support to a RF defense post. The Viet Cong were driven off !
by the fire from the RAG river craft and 3 Viet Cong bodies wers later

found by the PFs,

3 The next morning, 6 May, a RAG 26/32 LCM was attacked west of Chau

Duc. Eighty percent of the boat was destroyed and 5 VNN sailors were
wounded, Later that day, RAG 25/29 river craft were transporting an

ARVN battalion on the Can Tho River when they were attacked 7 miles

SES T

Y I L T
Rt N

southwest of Can Tho City. Return fire silenced the enemy. One VNN

3 Ea e e ]
O UL SHAY T F 4 U e S iy T S e M AR o

sailor was killed by the opening blast; the enemy casualties were
unknown. On 7 May LSSL 226 received fire from the banks of the Co Chien
River, near the Mang Thit-Nicholai Canal. The RAG 31 commanding officer

11 CONFIDENTIAL

8
¥

— - et itn e - - . . -
T e et S S-S e P et T TTTIIT T et s e ;

.z LTl T T — a . e 4




CONFIDENTIAL ' .

e

disembarked the LSSL to join his units and travel south on the canal. The
RAG convoy was also attacked by the énemy who had set up firing potitions .
in ‘former ARVN positions along the banks. "Seawolves" -silenced thé enemy
after several firing runs in which they also received enemy ground fire.
There was no report of damage or friendly casualties.

Again on 8 May the RAG 25/29 convoy on a "Can Tho-Vi Thanh Express® L
logistics 1lift was ambushed & miles southwest of Can Tho. Despite air

strikes by light helicopter fire teams (IHFTs) and bank security by
local PFs, the estimated enemy company succeeded in posing a severe
threat to the mission of the RAG. The convoy cleared the area with no :
significant damage reported, although one sailor was wounded, The well-
entrenched enemy remained in the area to strike again due to the lack

of sufficient air, ground and river forces to annihilate him,

While supporting ARVN troops from the Canh Hoa River, 8 miles south-
east of Ca Mau, the RAG 25/29 detachment accounted for 50 Viet Cong
killed on 11 May. The river craft provided gunfire support during the
heat.ed battle in which 6 ARVN soldiers were killed, / were reported
missing and 49 were wounded. Two RAG craft received direct hits and one
sailor was wounded. The ground forces captured two Viet Cong and
several individual weapons.

On 13 May, RAG 23/31 boats operated in support of 9th ARVN troops
from the Ba Si River, 3 miles east of Phu Vinh in Vinh Binh Province.
The RAG provided transport, blocking and gunfire support to the ground
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Lorees, 'frhe'g i‘an& is‘ire‘ep: n'e‘;tt'edf:SLViet* Cong. killed while one ;soidie»r. was, killed
and‘ 2 othets: were woundeq. That, day, ‘the RAG 21/23 base at, }w Tho, recéived

' 2‘fdirecte.ﬂ8,1-;-msmortam; ‘ There was,,zext.,ensiye -minor ggqgggafpgj ;EQF,; main build- _-~
. ings.and: L. VNN sa.ilors were seriously wounded. R T SR S g ‘
. __RAG 25/29 boats, traversing the Mang: Thit-llicolai Canal were ambushed

as they were returning to.Can Tho from.a Vinh long Province.town.on, 14 May.
The- attack, which .occurred 3.miles northeast of Tra.On City, wounded. two
sailors, .Once again bank security troops were unable to conduct a counter-
ambush due to their placemeat further south on the canal. The next day
RAG 23/31 boats were attacked 11 miles up the canal from the site of the

previous day's attack. The RAG craft cleared the kill zone and called in
"Seawolves." After their firing xuns the sailors turned their guns on
the Viet Cong positions. One monitor and 2 LCMs were hit by B-40 and
B4l rockets and heavy machine gun fire; 10 ARVN soliders aboard and one
sailor were wounded during the attack,

TRUONG CONG DINH GC/25 was conducted on 15 May by RAG 21/33, one ARVN
infantry battalion and RF troops northeast of the RAG base at My Tho. The
ground forces netted 8 enemy killed and several weapons captured while
suffering 2 of their own killed and 6 wounded.

RAG 26 boats transported: 6 RF/PF .companies 10 miles northwest of Can

Tho during an amphibious operation in Sa Dec Province on 17 May. While

the land troops swept a L-mile area on the north bank of the Bassac River,

the RAG boats conducted blocking and river support operations. The next
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“morning the troops Were embarked having killed 16 Vist Cong and’ reporting

* afid a suspect along with several weapons. That day, 18 May; Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 9/22 was conducted by RAG 23/31, 3 ARVN battalicns, '
2 reconnaissance companies, one Ranger battalion and a RF company along '
the Nha Man Canal, 4 miles east of Sa Dec. Having been landed in two

posit:[‘dns on the south bank, the ground force swept toward each other

as the RAG craft carried out blocking and gunfire support. One Viet

Cong was captured by the RAG as he was evading tue land force. Air
strikes were called in as the troops moving from the west made heavy
‘contact with the enemy. The RAG craft medevaced L ARVN killed and 2 ‘
wounded in the battle, The sailors sighted a swimmer and took him under é
fire at which time both banks of the canal opened up with automatic
weapons fire. The ship's guns silenced the enemy; 10 Viet Cong were
killed as a result of the return fire. '?he land troops were embarked
and ferried to Vinh Long at 2000. The AﬁVN soldiers accounted for 98 '
eneny dead while they captured one Viet Cong and 3 suspects.

On 22 May the Ca Mau RAG 25/29 detachment supported 2 ARVN battalions
and 3 RF companies 6 miles south of the city of Cau Mau. This operation,
TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 21/32/38, netted 4 Viet Cong killed and one claymore !

[FOTR

mine, six 60-mm mortar rounds and seven 700 kilograms of rice destroyed.
TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 7/20 on 25 May combined RAG 21/33 and ARVN units
in southeast long An Province, north of the Vem Co Dong River, 20 miles
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south of Saigon. After landing the ARVN forces, the RAG boats took up
blocking positions. The operation yielded 9 enemy killed, 7 captured.
and 3 suspects detained. Several individual weapons were uncovered dur~
ing the sweep and a Viet Cong liaison point was destroyed.

On 27 May the RAG 25/29 detachment at Ca Mau lifted ARVN forces
for Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 21/32/40 to the south of the city. The j

sweep met with light enemy resistance; 2 Viet Cong were killed and one g
was captured. Two ARVN soldiers suffered wounds in the fire fight.
On the same day, RAG 21/33 river craft were ambushed at the convergence

of the Ham luong and My Tho rivers, Their return fire accounted for

two enemy killeds A landing party uncovered several weapons and ammunie
tion, #'long-shaft motor, clothing and medicine at the ambush site, .
Twenty-two Viet Cong were killed on 29 May as 6 RF companies and

e s N £ — i

RAG 21/33 conducted Operation TRUONG CONG DINH/DT/4L a few miles east
of My Tho in Dinh Tuong Province. Numerous weapons and documents were
; captured during the sweep, Further south that day, the RAG 25/29 detach-

ment and ARVN troops discovered and destroyed an enemy machine shop 6

e o e 4R

miles south of the city of Ca Mau.

Wi

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS
During the month the six infantrybattalions of the VNMC and their

PRt Son o, v W Wr

USMC advisors operated in IV 7TZ, the Capital Military District (CMD)
and with the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF). The infantry battalions and
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onerartillery battalion were committed to operations 100 percent of the
time in May. ‘

\  Task Force A, ‘com?osedl of the lst, 5th and éth infantry battalions
and Batteries A and B, VNMC artillery battalion, were employed to the
northeast of Saigon under the operational control of the CMD, Opera-
tion TOAN THANG sought out the enemy and provided blocking measures
against the enemy's brazen pressure on the capitol city. Daily area
sweeps conducted by small unit patrols generally resulted in some
contacts Army gunships and VNAF air strikes were utilized in defense of
the marines as they were pitted against the enemy. On 2 May the lst
Infantry Battalion established contact with an estimated 200 enemy force
east of the Saigon River; however, the enemy withdrew before the battle
could progress, There was no enemy casualty assessment that day.

During the early morning of 5 May each battalion of the task force
received coordinated ground and mortar attacks ac their positions on
the northeast perimeter of Saigon. The 5th battalion east of the Saigon
River, the 6th Battalion at the Bien Loi Bridge in northeast Saigon, and
the lst Battalion at the Xa Lo Bridge (Route 1A) on the eastern side of
the city, repelled the enemy probes. Sweeps conducted of the areas
resulted in a total of 58 Viet Cong killed, 4 of the enemy captured and
one suspect detained. The marines suffered 5 killed and 19 wounded that
day. The battalions remained in their respective positions the next day,
killing a total of 11 Viet Cong and capturing 3 as they defended the
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capitol perimeter. Three of their own were killed and 18 were wounded on

6 May. Seventeen more- Viet Cong were killed on ‘7 May when the task force
conducted a sweep, tﬁe '6£h Battalion moving south toward the lst Battalion
which established blocking positions. The lst Battalion uncovered the
bodies of 4 National Policemen who had been killed by the:enenv andf'}ound

a wounded PF trobp and returned him to safety, Four Viet Corg were- captured

while the marines suffered 2 killed and 3 wounded that day. Contact remained
light a.nd sporadic until 13 May when the 5th Battalion engaged an estimated
2 enemy companies L miles east of Saigon. A day-long battle was waged as the
A‘ mariner repulsed the enemy's westward advance to the city. Army gunships

. and VNAF air strikes supported the marines, Sixty~three enemy dead were

3 left on the battlefield that day while the VNMC lost 13 of their own and

} 3] others were wounded.

Small unit patrols conducted by the 5th and 6th battalions on 14 May

netted a total of 19 enemy killed and one Viet (iong platoon company commander
captured along with numerous weapons, a heavy CHICOM 12,7-mm machine gun and
2 rocket launchers. The 5th Battalion, still defending east of the Saigon

- i River, operated with ARVN units, 4 tanks and 2 APC's, and destroyed two
“‘ - enemy sampans with 10 océupants. The 6th Battalion, sweeping east of Gia
e Dinh sector, uncovered 10,000 VN$ on one of the enemy they were credited
with striking down.

Area searches continued with light contact until 17 and 18 May when
the 6th Balialion, & mile west of the Bien Loi Bridge, met an estimated enemy
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company. The results.of this ground assault. with Army helo cover fire
were 30 enemy dead, 8 yqapqqs.agq‘gssonted,war equipment capturggq\VNMCH
casualties were /4 killed and 11 wounded. Reconnaissance in force opera-
tions prevailed as the task force pursued the enemy. On 23 May, the 5th
Battalion moved its command post west to the Gia Dinh Sector near the
lst Battalion. The next day the 5th Battalion detained 264 suspects
as a result of.anarea search in %ia Dinh. On 25 May the 2nd Battalion
Jjoined the task force, operating near the lst Battalion east of Gia
Dinh., Each battalion experienced moderate contact that day as a total
of 15 enemy were killed and 13 suspects were detained. The marines
sustained 7 of their own killed and 43 wounded on 25 May.

The remainder of the month showed heavy commitments for all units
in the task force, On 26 May the lst and 2nd battalions\engaged an
estimated enemy battalion in and around the Gia Dinh Sector. With Army
gunships as overhead support the marines claimed 32 enemy killed, 5
captured and 3 other suspects detained while suffering 6 of their own
killed and 27 wounded, Numerous amounts of weapons, ammunition and
enemy equipment were captured or destroyed that day. The task force
was credited with 34 ememy dead on 27 May as the battalions defended
their positions in Gia Dinh. Five Viet Cong were captured plus numerous
weapons and war materials, The marines had 6 killed and 21 wounded.
The second battalion was relocated to Cholon, the city's éth Precinct,

on 28 May in order to relieve the pressure on ARVN Rangers in combat
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with the enemy there. Meanwhile the 1lst and 5th battalions netted 18
more enemy killed and one captured as they supported allied forces

in Gia Dinh, Seven marines were wounded on 28 May. On 29 and 30 May,
the task force moved in a northerly direction and defended positions
southwest, then west, of the Bien Loi Bridge.

Beginning at 0100 on 31 May, the task force was heavily engaged
with an estimated two enemy battalions. The marines, supported by
helo gunships, VNAF air strikes and the VNMC artillery battalion,
Batteries A and B, werea forsiitidble barrier to the pressing enemy
force. The task force literally stormed the enemy, relieving one
another at the Bien Loi Bridge, defending the railroad bridge three-
quarters of a mile west of the bridge and the Route 1 bridge leading
north from Gia Dinh. A gunship was shot down at 0625 and the lst Bat-
talion moved in for its defense. It was extracted by a Chinook helo at
0800, A company of U, S. lst Infantry Division personnel joined the
defense of the Bien Loi Bridge at 1100, One USMC advisor was slightly
wounded in the action that day. The VNMC lost 13 marines in the
day-long battle and 57 were wounded; enemy casualties numbered 127
killed. The task force captured 6 Viet Cong along with a lengthy list
of weapons, ammunition and war equipment.

Prior to entering Task Force A on 25 May, the 2nd Battalion parti-
cipated in operations with the MRF in IV CTZ, Light and sporadic enemy

contact typified the battalion's employment there until 11 May. The
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battalion redeployed to Cholon that day, conducting security operations,
detaining suspects, and apprehending the enemy and war materials until
24 May. Full scale enemy engagement was negligible. The night of 24
May the battalion recovered over 130 boxes of food stuff pilfered from
the USAID Compound in Cholon, The Vietnamese civilians caught in the
act were turned over to the National Police.

Returning to Cholon after a brief alliance with Task Force A in
northeast Saigon on 29 May, the 2nd Battalion made heavy enemy contact,
As the ARVN Rangers pressed south from Route 4, the 2nd Battalion moved
northward, Twenty-eight Viet Cong were killed in the cross-fire that
day while 5 enemy personnel were capturad. The VNMC lost 5 marines and
another 21 we.e wounded. The next day 14 more enemy were killed in the
same vicinity as the ARVN-~VNMC team scourged the weakening enemy,. Seven
marines were killed and 13 more wounded on 30 May. On 31 May, the 2nd
Battalion, pressing northward met up with the Rangers who had been advan-
cing toward them. Twenty-three Viet Cong had been killed in the last
day's battle. Sweeps of the area resulted in the discovery of 217 enemy
graves, the enemy who was caught between the allied vise. Seventeen
eneny personnel and numerous weapons and materials were captured that day,

Task Force B, the 3rd Battalion, 4th Battalion and Battery C of the
VNMC artillery battalion, participated in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in
IV CTZ under the operational control of the ARVN 2lst Infantry Division

during May. Reconnaissance in force operations south and west of Can
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Tho yielded negligible results until 25 May. On that day the task force
engaged an unknown enemy force 2-3 miles west-southwest of Can Tho. The
marines were credited with killing 33 enemy while they lost 6 of their
own and 42 were wounded. For the next two days the task force confronted
the enemy further west of Can Tho and north of the Can Tho River. Twenty-
tiaree enemy and one VNMC were killed and two marines were wounded during
these two days of fighting. The remainder of the month proved to be
relatively quiet for the Vietnamese marines for light contact was gained
with the enemy.

Listed below is a tally of enemy weapons, ammunition, other communist
war material and/or equipment captured or destroyed during VNMC operations
in May, including some weapons lost by VNMC personnel:

Weapons Captured:

1 Horbar, UoSo ’ 6o‘m
1 Recoilless Rifle, U.S., 75~mm
27 Anti-tank Grenade launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-4l)
Grenade Launcher, U.S., M=79
Anti-aircraft Gun, CHICOM, Caliber .30
Heavy Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, Type 43 ,
Heavy Machine Gun, Soviet, 12,7-mm, Model 1938/46, OSHK, CHICOM,
Type 5L w/Tripod
Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, Type 58
Light Machine Cun, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, Type 56
Sub-machine Gun, U.S., Caliber .45, Thompson
Sub-machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, K-50
156 Assault Rifle, Soviet, 7-62-mm, AK-47 '
5 Rifle, U.S.; 5,56=mn, M-16
1 Rifle’ UoSo, caliber 030, H-l
1 Rifle, CHICOM, Bolt Action, Type unknown
4 Csrbine, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, SKS
5 Carbine, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, Type 54

NN W,
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Weapons Captured: :.© ..\ .~. :

: 5 Pistol; U.S., Caliber .45
T 2 Pistol, Czech, 7.65-mmn, Model 1927

. 11 Pistol, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, Type 5k
"c.". ' . . - T B

. Weapons lost by the Vietnamese Marine Corps:

T : —

§§ L. 1 OGrenade Launcher, U.S., M-79 (Destroyed by enemy fire.)
{“ o * 7 Rifle’ UoSo’ 5056"‘m$ M-lé

Ammnition Captured:

_ 385 Anti-tank Grenades, Soviet;, RPG-2 (B-40)
- 59 Anti-tank Grenades, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-41)
e 1 Case, Anti-tank Grenades, Soviet, RPG~7 (B-4l)
e 68 Mortar Rounds, 60-mm
S 7 Mortar Rounds, 82-mm
I, Recoilless Rifle Rounds, 75-mm
9 Hand Grenades, M=26
125 Hand Grenades, CHICOM
13 Grenades, M-79
8 Grenades, Smoke
2 Mines, Pyramidal, 1i" by 1O
8 Mines, Anti-personnel; 3 kilograms each
7 Bangalore Torpedoes
1 Pole Charge, 10 pounds
L4 Kilograms, Plastic Explosive
1 Flare, Hand
10 Caps, Blasting
1 Mine, Claymore
9,700 Rounds, Small Arms Ammunition, Assorted
100 Rounds, 7.62~-mm Ammunition
189 Rounds; 12,7-mm Ammunition, Iinked
15,870 Rounds, AK-47 Ammunition
3 Boxes, Machine Gun Ammunition
76 Hand Grenades, VC, Homemade
5 Hand Grenades, WP, CHICOM
200 Rounds, Caliber .50 Ammunition
. 16 Pounds, TNT
' 5 Anti-tank Mines, 15 kilograms
Quantity of Small Arms Ammunition

Material and Equipment Captured and/or Destroyed:
20 Entrenching Tools
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Material and Equipment Captured and[or Destroyed:.

Sight, Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-4l) 3%
Radio Batteries, assorted g
Feet, Electrical Wire

Boxes, empty, for 75-mm Recoilless Rifle Ammunition

Sampans

Bunker

Magazines, AK~)7 - ‘

Magazines, Carbine, U.S., M-l

Helmets

Boots, pair

Motor Bike

Cement Mixer

Radio, AN/PRC-10

Uniforms, Khaki, U.S,

Tent, 2 man

House, Thatched

Base Camp' (XS 576260)

Magazines, Ammunition, Assorted

Pack, CHICOM

Nets, Mosquito

Aid Station (XS 040340)

Radio  Antenna

Radio, CHICOM

Magazines for Light Nachine Gun

Magazines, K-50

Shovels

Barrel, Caliber ,30 for CHICOM Anti-aircraft Gun

Medical Supply Cache (XS 040340) ‘
Quantity of Medical Supplies :
Quantity of Documents and Maps :
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APPENDIX 1
PROJECT JENNY

The U, S. Navy's "Blue Eagle® Television Notwofk, also known as
Project JENNY, has provided U, S., Vietnamese and Free World forces

with regular radio and television broadcasting in Vietnam since 7 Feb-

ruary 1966 when the first television troadcast was made near Saigon.
Project JENNY was conceived as an airborne broadcasting platform

for radio and television. ’I‘h(e project, currently under the technical

control of the Chief of Naval Operations, was instituted in 1962
during the Cuban crisis when two C-118 aircraft were equipped with

radio and tslevision equipment. The planes, however, were never used

e

operationally, JENNY was revived in 1965 when the Joint Chiefs of Staff

,g:,,".;;fg S P

directed that the C-118's be replaced with C<121 Super Constellations,

SIS TR

which gave the project improved flexibility as well as greatly increasing
time on station, power and capability. The Oceanographic Air Survey Unit
at NAS, Patuxent River, Maryland was selected as the parent squadron to
command Project JENNY,
Each C-121 was roconfigured to house a large variety of electronic
equipment including three independent, two to five thousand watt televis-
ion transmitters. Video tape, provided by Joint United States Public

Affairs Office, was used as the most common source of material for the
" . transmitters but each aircraft was also fitted with a studio for live
E programming in addition to two l6-mm film projectors and several audio

1-1 UNCLASSIFIED
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This Navy aircraft is one of a squadron of C-121 Super Constellations
currently operating in Vietnam in connection with "Project JENNY" -~ an
airborne broadcasting platform for radio and television. Equipped with
transmitters and other electronic programming devices, the planes ensure
daily regular radio and television broadcasting to U. S., Vietnamese and
Free World forces serving in Vietnam.
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UNCLASSIFIED

tape recorders. Each transmitter was .designed with the capability tb, pro=-
vide full coverage for channels 2 through 13 and each was able to-operate
simultaneously with another .transmitter,

Each aircraft required a four-man technical crew to operate the tele-
vision and radio equipment and a five-man flight crew. Each aircraft was
rotated back to the U. S. periodically to undergo major maintenance checks
and update the electronic equipment.

Equipment installation and testing on the first modified C~121, called
"Blue Eagle One", was completed during the summer of 1965. In October
*Blue Eagle One™ was deployed for two weeks to South Vietnam to broadcast
the baseball World Series and the Army-Navy footbill game by relayed AM
and shortwavs radio, This was the first test of Project JENNY under
actual operational conditions and, in addition to proving the feasibility
and value of the system, the aircraft was so popular that the original
deployment was extended by seven weeks,

Following the successful test, Project JENNY was given the responsi-
bility of providing television-in-the-air to South Vietnam on a two-channel
system, one English-speaking and one Vietnamese, until permanent television
stations could be constructed. Two additional Super Constellations were

modified for Project JENNY needs and they became "Blue Eagles Two and Three."

On 3 January 1966 an advance contingent of 4 officers and 21 enlisted men
from Oceanographic Air Survey Unit, NAS Patuxent River, Maryland, arrived
at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon to form the nucleus crew for Project JENNY,

I-3 UNCLASSIFIED
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With two tents; scrap lumber, ‘shipping crateés and CONEX boxes, coupled’ 3

i

Cap e R s

with a "ean do* spirit and a great deal of ingenuity; they pieced together

an austere operating base for Project JENNI which was designated Oceano-
graphic Air Survey Unit Detachment Weést Pacific - the home of the "Blue
Eagles™,

On 7 January “Blue Eagle One® arrived at the base and began to broad-

cast shortwave radio. "Blue Eagle Two® arrived on 15 January and "Blue

Bagle Three" followed six days later. After a series of tests and evalu-

ation flights the first regular television brosdcasting began on 7 February. §
A normal on-station site was established 15 miles southeast of Saigon ig
where a Super Constellation flew in a tight circle at an altitude of 10,500 %

foot giving optimum reception to viewers in a 50-mile radius. The schedule

called for one hour of Vietnamese programming and three hours of American

programming, The U. S. Agency for International Development provided 500
television sets to the Government of Vietnam which were installed in public
squares, store windows and other places where large numbers of people could

watch the programs.

Project JENNY enjoyed immense success among the Vietnamese people as well

as the U. S. and Free World forces. Regular programming continued on every

possible day. Not eves a Viet Cong mortar attack on Tan Son Nhut Air Base
on 12 April, which wournded three men of the unit and damaged all three I

aircraft, was able to interrupt the schedule. In early April a fourth plane

was authorised for the "Blue Eagle® Television Network. In the late swmmer

UNCLASSIFIED I-4
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Vietnamesé él’e:ctic)ps for a constituent assembly drew near and Project
JENNY devoted much of its broadcasting time to letting all the candidates ;
apeak to the people over television. !
Finally, in October, the Armed Porces Radio and Television Servide's
ground Qtition in Saigon went on iﬁh; t:lr. Project JENNY relocated its
!‘li‘ghtipattom to provide toloviasiod-ia-tho-nr services to the Central
Hi;hlands over Qui Nhon apd the Mekong Delta ovér Can-Tho wh:lch won not

rocoivin; television covorago from a ;round station.
As of May 1968 the Ocunognphic nr Survey Unit, which changed its
name to Air Development Squadron BIGHT in July 1967, has logged over

12,000 hours in support of Project JENNY, The squadron, under the command
of Commander Robert C, JONES, has a complement of 14 officers, 8 of whom

are pilots, and 89 enlisted men,
S
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APPENDIX II
SECTION I

GLOSSARY

Air-Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (U. S.).

Arnmy of the Republic of Vietnam

Coastal Group (VNN) = A coastal patrol command con-

sisting of six to 10 junks with the responsibility

of patrolling from 30-60 miles of coastline.

Civilian Irregular Defense Group (VN) - Para-military
troops uae& in their local area for limited area
operations.

*Open Arms* (VN) - The Republic of Vietnam's amnesty
progran of rehabilitation and re-location of Viet
Cong who voluntarily return to government control.
Task Force CLEARWATER was activiated in February 1968
with the mission of expediting and improving naval
supply to cambat forces in the northern I CTZ by
exercising overall coordination of activities con-
cerning movement and protection of logistic craft on
the Perfune River and Cua Viet River lines of comsun-
ication. This special task force was created in res-
ponse to heavy enemy pressure directed at these LOC
at a time of increasing combat operation and logistic
requirements by the built-up Northern I CTZ forces.
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Two river security groups were formed from
River Patrol Force and River Assault Force
craft. Supporting forces available on request
included artillery and naval gunfire units,
helicopter gunships, logistic craft, and ground
reaction forces.

Civil Operatizus for Revolutionary Development
Support.

Coastal Surveillance Force (USN) TF-115 - The
U. 5. forces participating in Operation MARKET
TIME and STABLE DOOR,

Central Office for South Vietnam - The highest
Viet Cong headquarters in South Vietnam.

Corps Tactical Zone - The major divisions of
South Vietnam into military regions.

National Reconciliation Program - Program which
is aimed at helping qualified returnees find
employuent commensurate with their previous

traininz and experiwsnce,

Free World Military Ascistance Forces (all engaged

in South Vietnam.)

The operation performed by U. S. Navy forces to

interdict Viet Cong movement on the major waterways
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of the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ, The force is
composed of River Patrol Boats, Minesweepers,
helicopter fire teams and SEAL teams.

High Explosive Anti-Tank - A shaped-charge nor-
mally used in 57-mm or 75-mm recoilless rifles,.
Heavy Helicopter Fire Team (U, S.) = A helicopter
fire team with three or more gunships used in sup~
port of ground and waterborne units, The use of
three helicopters allows contimuous firing on the
target.

"Returnes to the Just Cause" (VN) - An individual
(Viet Cong) who returns under the Chieu Hoi program.
Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit (U. S.) = The U. S,
forces conducting Operation STABLE DOOR,
Integrated Wideband Communication System.

Landing Craft Medium Minesweeper.

Lien Doc Nguoi Nhia (VNN) - Literally "soldiers who
fight under the sea.” UDT force of the VNN,

Light Helicopter Fire Team (U, S.) = A helicupter
fire team composed of two gunships used in suppor’
of ground and waterborne units.

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol.
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MARKET TIME

MEDCAP

NGFS

NILO
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The operation conducted by U, S. and Vietnamese
naval forces to interuict Viet Cong infiltration

of men and supplies from the sea.

Marine Aphibious Force

i(cdical Civi: Action Program

Machine Gun -~ An automatic, crew-served weapon
adaptable to many mountings. The four typo;: of
machine guns currently used by USN and VNN forces
are the M=60, the .30 caliber light machine gun, the
+50 caliber heavy machine gun, and the 7,62-mm mini zun.
Military Provincial Health Assistance Program -
MILPHAP teams, normally staffed by three doctors, a
Medical Service Corps officer and 12 corpsmen, work
with Vietnam's Ministry of Health at the province
hospitel level to improve health services available
to Vietnamese civilians,

Mobile Riverine Force (U, S.) - A force made up of
Navy craft and Army units designed and trained for
amphibious assaults in the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ,
Naval Gunfire Support (USN-VNN) - Naval gunfire used
to assist operations ashore; often spotted and cor-
rected by spotter aircraft or forward observers,

Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer

Il
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National Liberation Front - Actually the "National Front
for the Iiberation of South Vietnam." A Communist J

political.front. used to give the appearance of popular
non-Communist support to their insurgency activities in
South Vietnanm.

(VN) = A fermented fish sauce served with almost any
dish, A national delicacy.

North Vietnamese Army

Popular Porces ~ Military forces recruited and employed
with a district; organized in platoons and squads.
Provincial Reconnsissance Unit (VN) - Para-military
personnel whoseprincipal mission includes clandestine
operations designed to destroy the Viet Cong infras-
tructure, Each unit consists of one or more teams of 18
to 20 civilians who have had prior military service,
Riverine Assault Porce (USN) - The U. S. Navy contingent
of the MRF,

River Assault Group (VN) - An amphibious warfare command
with the capability to transport and support a battalion
of infantry. Similar to a boat division in the RAF.
Infrared Detector (U. S. ) - Sensitive heat detectors used
as an airborne locator of personnel, equipment and

military sites,
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Regional Force (VN) - Forces under ARVN control which
operate within their home province.

River Patrol Force (USN) TF-116 - The forces used in
conducting Operation GAME WARDEN,

Roﬁublic of Korea. '

Rocket Propelled Grenade « A Soviet or Chinese
Communist-manufactured, fin-stabilized, anti-tank
grenade, RPG-2 (B-40). RPG-7 (B-4l).

Rung Sat Special Zone - Literally "forest of assassins,"
A special military area located about 21 miles scutheast
of Saigon in Gia Dinh Province and composed of Can Gio
and Quang Xuyen districts.

River Transport and Escort Group.

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces - Consists of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and RF/PF,

Sea, Air, Land. (USN) - Special duty personnel qualified
as underwater demolition, paratroop and jungle warfare
specialists,

A Viet Cong-dominated area utilized as a base, training
camp and logistic resupply area.

Side Looking Airborne Radar (U. S.) - Ah accurate airborne
radar for detecting caall, moving objects.

The U. S. Navy operation conducted to provide harbor defense.
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STAR LIGHT Ambient light equipment (USN) - A portable system to

é . enhance vision under conditions of starlight‘ or ‘moon-
light.

upT Underwater Demolition Team (USN) - Specially trained
swinmmers used for underwater work in the Navy,

USAID United States Agency for International Development.

USSF United States Special Forces (USA) - Army personnel
specially trained for use as advisors to indigenous
personnel,

VIET CONG Vietnamese citizens under the control and leadership
of North Vietnam. These persons may be local sympa-
thizers; guerrillas, or hard-core full-time workers
for the Communist domination of South Vietnam.

VNAF Vietnamese Air Force.
VNMC Vietnamese Marine Corps.
VNN Vietnamese Navy,

FHHHE
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APPENDIX 11 o B
SECTION 2

CHARACTERISTICS OF SOME OF THE SHIPS, SI(ALL CRAFT AND AIRCRAFT
UNDER THE CGPERATIONAL .CONTROL -OF COMNAVFORV

AFPDL ~Auxiliary Floating Dry Dock, Light - A non-self-
propelled, Open-onded dry dock with a 1,000-ton
capacity. It measures 6l by 200 feet and has two
3-ton derricks and a nacl;ine shop. Th~ craft mounts

no armament.

AKL ~Cargo Ship, Light - A small cargo ship used for
resupplying small bases and outposts in the Me-
kong Delta and along the coast. The ship is 177
feet long, can carry 340 tons of cargo, has a 4-ton
boom, and mounts two to four .50 caliber and two
+30 caliber machine guns and one 8l-mm mortar. It
has a speed of 13 knots and a crew of four officers
and 3% enlisted men,

AMMI
(Pontoon) ~A mlti-purpose barge. It is 5 by 28 by 90 feet

and is sectioned into 12 interior spaces. Each
barge contains six fittings for columns to raise
or lower the barge on spuds, fittings to connect

several barges end-to-end for causeway use, and

fittings to allow side-mounting on LS{'s.

1l-2-1 CONFIDENTIAL
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~In addition to causeway use, the barges can be
positioned to embark and debark troops and t:.o
serve as platforms for patrol craft hull main-
tenance,

~Personnel Barracks Ship -~ An LST convertad to
p}oyigo berthing tc;g an Army battalion and a
River Asssult Squadron, The ship is 328 feet
lox;; with berthing spaces for 122 officers and
1;.1’00 enlisted men, and mounts four I;Jz-i;:c}i
nort‘aﬁl, two I;O-m quad gun mounts, two 20-
twin gun mounts, and ten 7.62-mm machine guns,
It has a speed of 12 knots and carries a crew
of 11 officers m}d‘.161 enlisted men.

=Personnel Barra;:its » lighter - A non-self-
propelled ba'rgo with accommodations for the
crews of 20 PERs or 10 PERs and 10 PCPs. It

is 49 by 261 feet, has transient berthing spaces
for 39 officers and 290 enlisted men, and mounts
8ix ,50 caliber machine guns. The crew consists
of five officers aﬁd 8l enlisted men.

~Repair Ship, Internal Combustion Engine - A repair

ship converted from a C-2 freighter and capable of

repairing ships and craft with gasoline or diesel
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propulsion plants, This ship is 442 feet long and
mounts three 3%/50 caliber guns. It has a speed of
11,5 knots and & crew of 19 officers and 493 en-
listed men.

-Repair Ship, Landing Craft - An IST converted to
repair landing craft and support amphibious ships.
The ship is 328 feet long and mounts two 40-mm
quad gun mounts, It has a speed of 10,6 knots and
& crew of 12 officers and 178 enlisted men.
~Assault Support Patrol Boat - A special configured
craft designed principally for use by the Riverine
Assault Force. The boat is 50 feet long and mounts
one 20-gm gun mount, one 8lemm mortar, two MK-18
4O-mm grenade launchers, and one twin-,50 and four
«30 caliber machine guns. The ruggedly-constructed,
high-speed (14.8 knots) boat, with a crew of seven
enlisted men, is used as a minesweeping and escort
craft for the troop carriers,

~Armored Troop Carrier - A modified, armored LCK <
designed principally for use by the Riverine As-
sault Force. The boat is 56 feet long with an ex-
tended deckhouse mounting two 20-mm guns, two ,50

caliber machine guns, and four M-60 machine guns.
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‘ =The craft can carry approximately 4O combat troops

or two and a half to three tons of cargo. It has
a speed of eight and a half knots and carries a
crew of seven enlisted men. Special bar-and-plate
armor has !been added to provide protection for the
hull and éeckhmxu against projectiles up to and in-
cluding 57-mm HEAT rounds.

=Armored Troop Carrier (Helicopter) ~ An ATC with
a portable helicopter landing platform mounted
above the craft's welledeck. The platform pro-
vides faster handling of medical evacuees and en-
ables the MRF to conduct certain airborne re-surply
and assault missions more expeditiously.

~A 16! fiberglass, shallow-draft motor boat.

~Command and Communications Boat - A modified, armored

LCM-6 designed for use by the RAF as a task group

flagship and afloat command post. The command center

is situated in the craft's well, The boat 1s 60,5
feet long, is equipped with radar, and mounts one
4O-mm and one .50 caliber machine gun in a forward
turret, and one 20-mm gun, two ,50 caliber machine
guns and two M-60 machine guns in the deckhouse. It
has a speed of eight and one-quarter knots and a
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-crew of 11 enlisted men. The craft also has special
armor similar to that installed on ATCs.

~Transport = A general-purpose aircraft with two
reciprocating engines. The plane has a cargo ca-
pacity of 12,900 pounds, a take-off weight of

36,800 pounds, a range of 610 miles, and a é‘uiling
speed of 153 knots. The crew normally consists of
two officers and two enlisted men,

-Heavy Iift Craft ~ A non-self-propelled hull, capa-
ble of partial submersion, used in salvage work to
1ift hulks., The craft is 39 by 140 feet, has two
10-ton booms a3 well as auxiliary equipment for
pumping and can raise 300 tons ;ln a bow lift or

750 tons in a midships lift. HICs are normally used
in pairs. Each craft mounts four .50 caliber machine
guns. The crew consists of two officers and 20
enlisted men.

~Llanding Craft, Personnel, Large -~ A boat used pri-
marily for harbor defense and to guide larger landing
craft. The boat is 36 feet long, is equipped with
radar, and mounts two .50 caliber machine guns. It
has a speed of 19 knots.
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~Landing Craft Utility - Used to deliver cargo.

by
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throughout the Republic of Vietnam. The primary

I PR

source of delivering cargo to Dong Ha and Hue in

R

I Corps. The boat is 118 feet long and has a

RS

maximum speed of 8 knots, The boat captain is

L

usually a Chief Petty Officer, who commands an
enlisted crew of 13.
| ~Light Lift Craf: = A converted ILU designed to
perform limited salvage duty. The craft is 119
feet in length, and has a shear-leg crane capa=-
ble of 30-ton lifts., lLight Lift Craft have four
«50 caliber machine guns, a speed of seven knots,
and carry a crew of two officers and 15 enlieted
xen,
-A 5,8-Class tank landing ship specially configured
for GAME WARDEN Operations. The cargo hatch has
been enlarged to 13~ by 32-feet to permit lowering
PBRs and helicopters to the tank deck for repairs
and maintenance. The main deck forward of the
cargo hatch has been strengthened and life-saving
nets have been added port and starboard to support
helicopter operations. A 1lO~ton boat lifting boom

has heen added on the starboard side just forward
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IST. (Con't,) ~of the deckhouse, In addition, the transient
berthing facilities on board have been increased
to accommodate eight officers and 112 enlisted
men. An ancillary role performed by ihe LST is
raday surveillance in support of MARKET TIME
units in the area. The ship's speed is 12 knots,
and the crew consists of 17 officers and 123
enlisted men.

MONITGR <Monitor - A modified LOM-6 designed primarily
for use as a fire support ship by the RAF, The

craft has bhar-und-plate armor along the hull
and deckhouse similar to that of ATCs and CCBs.
The boat is 60.5 feet long, is equipped with
radar, anc mounts one LO-mm and one ,50 caliber
] machine gun in a forward turret, .one 8l-ma

- mortar and two M-60 machine guns amidships,

and one 20-mm gun, two ,50 caliber machine guns
and four M-60 machine guns in the deckhouse. It
has a speed of eight and one-quarter knots and
& crew of 11 enlisted men.

MSB ~Minesweeper, Boat -~ A small minesweeper designed

2 IP—
T " cR:
fros Saic ol AN SR

for clearing sheltered waters, e.g., the Long Tau

£

River. The boat is 57 feet long, mounts one .50
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-caliber and one .30 caliber machine gun, two Mark

18 grenade launchers, and is equipped with radar.
It has a speed of 11 knots and carries a crew of
six enlisted men,

-Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle = The new craft is an
all-metal peripheral jet-type hovercraft powered
by a single marine gas turbine engine, enabling
the craft to reach approximately 50 knots under
optimum conditions. With a'crew of one office¥ °
and four enlisted meaj;~the craft is equipped with
radar and mounts one twin .50 caliber machine gun,
three MK21 7,62-mm machine guns and one MK18 ,4O-mm
grenade launcher. The PACV, with a length of 38,7
feet, a width of 23 feet and a height of 16,5 feet

(cushion-borne), is to be used primarily as a rapid

reaction craft, a high-speed, logistic re-supply

craft for small quantities of high priority material,

and for SAR missions,
«~Patrol Boat, River - A military adaptation of a
fiberglass, civilian pleasure boat. The boat is

31 feet long, uses twin water jets as a propulsion

3ystem, and mounts one twin .50 caliber machine gun

and one .50 caliber machine gun with & Mark 18
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.=grenade launcher... The-craft is equipped with :

radar; -has :a:speed of :25 knots and carries a

-crew of:five enlisted:men.. PBRs normally patrol

-.; .in pairs-and constitute:-the principal craft of
. . :Operation -GAME WARDEN,

=Patrol Boat, River - An improved versicn of the

. PBR with the same basic design; principal changes

include. & lower silhouette, and mcdifications to
the armament.

~Patrol Craft, Fast (Swift) « An aluminum=hulled,
offshore patrol craft, used extensively for ccastal
surveillance in Operation MARKET TIME, The craft

is 50 feet long, mounts one twin ,50 caliber mackine
gun and a 50 caliber machine gun with an 8l-mm mortar.
It has radar, a speed of 23 knots, and a crew of one
officer and five snlisted me .

=Patrol Gunboat -« A patrol toat for use in offshore
waters. It is a nw design with an all-aluminum
hull and a combination diesel/gas turbine propul-
sion plant. The boat is equipped with radar, is

165 feet long, mounts one 3*/50 caliber gun, one
8l-mm mortar and two .50 caliber machine guns. The
craft's speed is 37 knots under turbine power and 16
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-under ‘diesel .power.. The:crew consists of ‘three:
officéers and 21-enlisted -men.
<A L5={oot, 13-knot ‘craft -designed for harbor defense
arvl- ‘anti<swimser patrols. - The boat has radar, mounts
one .50 éaliber machine f;ﬁng -and normally carries a
crew of five enlisted men,
=Orion = A long-range patrol aircraft used extensively
in Operation MARKET TIME; The plane is powered by '
four turbo=prop engines, carries 11,000 pounds of
bombs, and has a maximum take-off weight of 127,500
pounds. Orions have a range of 3,700 miles 2 & cruis-
ing speed of 310 knots, and a crew of four officers
and nine enlisted men.
=Swimmer Support Boat (Skimmer) - The military version
of the civilian, fiberglass, triple-V-hulled *Boston
Ubtlor"g\ used for harbor patrols and UDT, SEAL, and
EQD operations. The outboard-powered boat is 16,5
Zeet long, is controlled from a steering console
anidships, and mounts one M-60 machine gun forward.
It has a speed of 25 knots and a crew of two enlisted
men,
~SEAL Team Assault Roat - Anarmed version of the civie
1ian runabout; used to land and recover SEAL units.
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STAB (cpg't,,) ' ~The boat is 20 feet long, mounts one .50 caliber.

‘gronade launcher, and can also carry a 57-ma

|
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machine gun, one M-60 mch:].ne gun, one Mark 18 l

rccoillus rifle; The boat is powered by two

e . s PR <h

SO-bgraq_povor outboard motors and has a speed

of 40 kﬁo}s.

-A gonoro:l tera referring to any of several classes

of old French river boats-~-utiligzed by VNN RAGs and
GVN wﬁco units,

~Helicopter (Iroquois) =~ A U. S. Army helicopter on
loan to the U. S, Navy in South Vietnam. 4Alternste-
ly referred to as a "Huey™ or a "Gunship" or a
"Seawolf,"* Lhe aircraft mounts four 7,62-mm machine
guns in pairs, two M-50 machine guns and two pods
capable of firing li 2.74-inch rockets. The helicopter
has a range of 250 miles, a speed of 125 knots, and
carries a crew of two officers and two enlisted men.
«The unarmed version of the "Huey," commonly referred
to ‘aa & *Slick.* It can carry 10 troops, four litters,
or 2,000 pounds of cargo.

~High Endurance Cutter (USCG) = An ocean-going, Coast
Guard patrol ship, employed on op"eration MAR-

KET 'i'-nm‘bﬁébﬁé:"e béxrier parols, The radar-equipped
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-ship is 311 feet long, mounts one 5"/38 gun, six '
.50 caliber machine: guns, one Mark 10 torpedo
launcher with six tqrpodos; and two 8l-mm mortars.
The ship has a speed of 19 knots and carries a crew
of 13 officers and 140 enlisted men,

~Cutter (USCG) - A modified version of the Coast
(Guard's offshore, rescue vessel; used extenaiv@ly
in Operation MARKET TIME., The boat is 82 feet long,
mounts one ,50 caliber machine gun with an 8l-mm
mortar, and four .50 calioer machine guns. The radar-
equipped craft has a speed of 18 knots and a crew of
two officers and nine enlisted men.

=Diving Tender =~ A non-self-propelled lighter equip-
ped with a deckhouse containing accammodations and
working spaces for a salvage tesm. The tender is
54= by 260-feet, has a 1l2-ton crane, and mounts six
+50 caliber machine guns for self-defense. The craft
carries a crew of 15 officers and 76 enlisted men.
=Patrol Boat Tender - A non-self-propelled barge
equipped with a large deckhouse containing shops

and maintenance facilities for small craft. Cur-
rently in use in the Mekong Delta supporting PERs,
the barge has six .50 caliber machine guns and
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' YFNB (Con't,) ~four 8l-mm mortars for self-defense., It carries a
crew of four officers and 31 enlisted men.

WU ;Utility Yard Craft - The newest version of this
craft is called the SKILAK and is capable ‘of car-

- n rying 330 short tons of dry cargo or 86,000 gallons |
| of -liquid carge ‘atv a speed of 10 knots. ‘ *
YREM «~Repair, Bcz"tliing and Messing Barge - A converted

IFNB equipped with a large deckhouse containing

o A 7o nn

shops and maintenance areas for small craft, and
berthing and mbssing facilities for boat crews.

The craft can berth 97 boat-crew personnel. The ;
armament and the size of the permanent crew are |

the same as that of a YFNB,
MHHHH
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